
By Terry L. May
News Editor

Although it has now 

been one year since the 
devastating Valentine’s 
Day weekend fl ooding 
of Feb. 15 and 16, 2025, 
recovery eff orts are still 
ongoing, with one local 
agency just receiving a 
new funding source.

Pike County Relief 
Services Executive Direc-
tor Sandy Penix told the 
News-Express her agency 
was informed on Feb. 13 
that it had been awarded 
a new grant for long-term 
fl ood relief needs. The 
grant, she said, will ac-
tually be for people who 
are 48 months from a di-
saster.

“There are still peo-
ple out there who may be 
suff ering and not know-
ing where to turn,” Pe-
nix said. “Maybe FEMA 
appeals were denied, or 
they didn’t know what to 
do and are still trying to 
fi gure it out.”

She said oftentimes 
in times of disaster, such 
as the last fl ooding, long-
term situations present 
themselves well after the 
initial event, or victims 
fi nd themselves strug-
gling with needs that just 
have not been met.
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Fiscal court discusses landfi ll issues
By Terry L. May

News Editor

The Pike County Fis-
cal Court discussed prob-
lems with the current 
county landfi ll and pro-
posals concerning the fu-
ture of solid waste options 
during a special meeting 
of the court Feb. 16.

That discussion con-
tinued for more than 
an hour and a half and 
included a PowerPoint 
presentation from USA 
Waste Management LLC, 
which is exploring the 
possibility of establishing 
a landfi ll at the location 
of a former surface mine.

The court’s meeting 
room swelled with more 
than 200 spectators, over-
fl owing into the hallway, 

all wanting to express 
concerns about a proposed 
new landfi ll in the Dor-
ton/Myra area. However, 
they were not allowed to 
speak because the meet-
ing was deemed a spe-
cial meeting and public 
comment was not on the 
agenda. Public meeting 
laws allow members of the 
court to discuss non-agen-
da items as long as no ac-
tion is taken.

Pike County 
Judge-Executive Ray S. 
Jones II told those attend-
ing that the matter would 
be placed on the agenda 
for the March 3 meet-
ing, at which time limit-
ed comments or questions 
from the public would be 
permitted.

Jones’ message to 

attendees was that they 
“had been lied to” by a 
large number of people 
who used Facebook to 
spread false information.

“You have been given 
a lot of erroneous infor-
mation, and I am going 
to walk you through the 
entire process of where 

we are, the history of the 
landfi ll, and what the 
fi scal court has done,” 
Jones said. “Just be quite 
sure, the fi scal court has 
not voted to let a landfi ll 
come in. This will only al-
low a future landfi ll com-
pany to negotiate with the 
fi scal court.

Jones was referring 
to a recent RFP (Request 
for Proposals) issued by 
the fi scal court allowing 
what he termed “an ex-
ploration” of using a pri-
vate landfi ll company. 
This has been met with 
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More than 200 people attended the Pike County Fiscal Court meeting on Feb. 16 to discuss issues concerning a proposed landfi ll. Attendees were not allowed 
to comment because the meeting was deemed “a special meeting,” but they were told that limited comments or questions would be accepted at the next 
meeting.

PCRS still providing resources to fl ood victims

See PCRS, Page 3A

Coal Run area continues fl ood 
recovery efforts

Photo courtesy Gov. Andy Beshear’s offi ce
Gov. Andy Beshear walks across the muddy parking lot of the Weddington Plaza in Coal 
Run in Pike County during a visit to tour fl ooded areas and meet with local offi cials on 
Feb. 17, 2025.

By Gary Slone
Staff Writer

 
After suff ering residential and 

commercial losses, the City of Coal 
Run is rebounding one year after a 
devastating fl ood event.

“I heard a lot of naysayers in the 
beginning saying you’ll never get built 
back, but building back is exactly what 

we have done,” Coal Run Mayor An-
drew Scott said. “We’ve come a long 
way, as we have seen homes rebuilt 
and families back in those homes, and 
I’m proud of where we are now.

“We’ve had a lot of fi ghts and 
hard work with FEMA and it seems 
that all but two of our projects will 
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