
U-Turn Youth Ministry, 6 p.m., Abundant
Life Church, 1511 S. Dixie Boulevard, Radcliff.
Prayer, 6:15 p.m., games 6:35, start 7 p.m.,
pickup 8:45 p.m. POC: 270-351-9990.

Battle Ready Women’s Enrichment, 5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

UPCOMING

Nov. 6, Abundant Life Church, 1511 South
Dixie Blvd, Radcliff. Conference style
evening of worship, teaching and fellowship
with Pastor Adalis Shuttlesworth. Vendor
boutique to shop and support small busi-
nesses, games, door prizes, photo booth.
POC: 270-351-9990.

WORSHIP CALENDAR

VATICAN CITY —
Question: Who runs the
Catholic Church when
the pope is unconscious,
incapacitated or otherwise
unable to govern?

Answer: The pope.
The Vatican has

detailed laws, rituals and
norms to transfer papal
power if a pope dies or
resigns. But none of them
apply when he is sick or
even unconscious. Pope
Leo XIV had surgery
Tuesday to remove part of
his right lung due to can-
cer. The Vatican hasn’t
mentioned if any further
treatment is expected.

Leo’s audiences have
been canceled through
Oct. 20, but he remains
very much in charge of
the papacy.

The pope is the suc-
cessor of the Apostle
Peter, the head of the
college of bishops, the
Vicar of Christ and the
pastor of the universal
Catholic Church on
Earth, according to the
church’s in-house canon
law.

Nothing changes in his
status, role or power since
Leo was elected the 267th
pope on May 8, 2025.

Leo may be in charge,
but he already delegates
the day-to-day running of
the Vatican and church to
a team of officials who
operate whether he is in
the Apostolic Palace or
not, and whether he is
conscious or not.

Chief among them is
the Vatican secretary of
state, Cardinal Pietro
Parolin. In a sign that
Leo’s hospitalization
required no change to the
governance of the church,
Parolin wasn’t even in the
Vatican on Tuesday. He
was speaking at a confer-
ence nearby.

“We were all struck by
the serenity with which
the pope announced this
procedure,” Parolin told
reporters as he arrived for
the conference. “Am I
worried? Yes, because I
certainly didn’t expect
something like this.”

But Parolin said he had
spoken with the pope
Monday night and was
reassured.

“It’s something that,
thank God, we noticed
right away. And normally,
when these things are
caught in time, they can
be resolved,” he said.
“But these are, as the
pope said, God’s sur-

prises.”
Other Vatican functions

were proceeding nor-
mally, including the
announced appointments 
of two new bishops on
Tuesday, albeit with some
modifications for events
where the pope had been
expected to attend.

Canon law has provi-
sions for when a diocesan
bishop gets sick and can’t
run his diocese, but none
for a pope. Canon 412
says a diocese can be
declared “impeded” if its
bishop — due to
“captivity, banishment,
exile, or incapacity” —
cannot fulfill his pastoral
functions. In such cases,
the day-to-day running of
the diocese shifts to an
auxiliary bishop, a vicar
general or someone else.

Even though Leo is
bishop of Rome, no
explicit provision exists
for the pope if he similarly
becomes “impeded.”
Canon 335 declares sim-
ply that when the Holy
See is “vacant or entirely
impeded,” nothing can be
altered in the governance
of the church. But it
doesn’t say what it means
for the Holy See to be
“entirely impeded” or
what provisions might
come into play if it ever
were.

In 1965, Pope Paul VI
wrote letters to the dean
of the College of Cardi-

nals hypothesizing that if
he were to become seri-
ously ill, the dean and
other cardinals should
accept his resignation.

Paul foresaw the possi-
bility that as popes con-
tinued to live longer, they
could become incapaci-
tated by stroke, dementia
or another long-term,
progressive ailment that
would make it impossible
for them to do their job
and unable to freely
resign. The letter was
never invoked, since Paul
lived another 13 years and
died on the job.

Pope Francis confirmed
in 2022 that shortly after
he was elected pope he
wrote a letter of resigna-
tion, to be invoked if he
became medically inca-
pacitated. Francis said he
gave it to the then-secre-
tary of state, Cardinal
Tarcisio Bertone, and
assumed Bertone had
delivered it to Parolin’s
office when he retired.

The text was never
made public and the con-
ditions Francis contem-
plated for a resignation
were unknown. It also is
not known if such a letter
would be canonically
valid. Canon law requires
a papal resignation to be
“freely and properly man-
ifested,” as was the case
when Pope Benedict XVI
announced his resigna-
tion in 2013.

ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/Associated Press

Pope Leo XIV arrives at the Agostino Gemelli Polyclinic in Rome Tuesday where
doctors expect to remove a lung nodule. Pope Leo XIV is expected to remain in
the hospital for one week.

Who's in charge when the pope is

unconscious and unable to govern?
BY NICOLE WINFIELD

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ANDREW MEDICHINI/Associated Press

Pope Leo XIV leaves the Vatican for the Agostino
Gemelli Polyclinic in Rome Tuesday for his surgical
procedure.

Senior pastors at
Southern Baptist
churches have had to
make do with small pay
increases with less pur-
chasing power recently.

Compared to two
years ago, the average
Southern Baptist pas-
tor’s pay package and
total compensation
grew slightly while still
trailing inflation,
according to recently
revised numbers from a
study conducted by
Baptist state conven-
tions along with Lifeway
Research and Guide-
Stone Financial
Resources.

“We know it is helpful
to churches to consider
fair compensation by
using estimates of pay
among other Southern
Baptist church staff and
accounting for cost-of-
living increases,” said
Scott McConnell, exec-
utive director of Lifeway
Research. “We are con-
stantly working to make
our estimates from the
SBC Compensation
Study as accurate as
possible.”

The Consumer Price
Index, the most widely
used measure of infla-
tion, climbed 6.3 per-
cent since 2024. Mean-
while, the average
compensation for full-
time senior pastors

grew 5.1 percent and
the average pastor’s
total pay package had
the same 5.1 percent
growth over the same
period.

Other full-time staff
ministers also saw
average increases in
their compensation (4.9
percent) and pay pack-
age (5.3 percent) below
inflation levels. Among 
full-time church staff,
only the office person-
nel saw their salary (9.2
percent) and total pay
package (8.5 percent)
outpace inflation.

“Healthy churches
and healthy pastors go
hand in hand,” said
Hance Dilbeck, presi-
dent and CEO of
GuideStone. “When a
church thoughtfully
invests in the compen-
sation and well-being of
its pastor, it is investing
in the long-term effec-
tiveness of its ministry.
Fair and appropriate
compensation can help
reduce unnecessary
financial pressures,
strengthen a pastor
family’s resilience and
provide greater freedom
to focus on the ministry
to which he has been
called. We hope these
findings give church
leaders a helpful start-
ing point as they make
decisions that
strengthen both their
pastors and their con-
gregations.”

Over the past four
years, pay and benefits
for all church staff have
kept up with or
exceeded inflation.
While the CPI increased
12.7 percent since 2022,
senior pastor compen-
sation (14.9 percent)
and pay package (13.4
percent), other staff
minister compensation
(12.7 percent) and pay
package (13.5 percent)
and full-time office per-
sonnel compensation
(20.3 percent) and pay
package (20.9 percent)
have all grown by at
least the rate of infla-
tion.

 

The 2026 Southern
Baptist Church Com-
pensation Study was
conducted by Baptist
state conventions along
with GuideStone Finan-
cial Resources and
Lifeway Research. The
study was conducted
between April 29 and
June 29. Data acquired
by the study can be
accessed at
LifewayResearch.com/
compensation-data.
Responses from 4,449
full-time senior pastors,
staff ministers and
office personnel were
used in this report.
Responses for senior
pastors were weighted
by average attendance
to more accurately
reflect the population.

METHODOLOGY

Southern Baptist pastors

see modest pay raises
BY AARON EARLS

LIFEWAY RESEARCH

On Friday, October 30th
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Towne Mall is getting a new
look and a new name.

rebranding, reimagining and
enovation of the major commer-

property in the heart of Eliza-
bethtown is underway and property
owner Tim Aulbach said the new

customers are seeing is just
start of multi-million dollar con-

version to what will be called the
City Center.
“The T Mall for 40

Towne Mall undergoing major
renovation to become City Center

Local developer
pending millions to
reathe new life’ into

40-year-old retail space

Submitted

eimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will
ve the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses
t not stay, Aulbach said.

Workers
pressure
wash
JCPenney
at the
Towne
Mall in
prepara-
tion for a
fresh coat
of paint.
The last
remaining
original
tenant of
the retail
center
also
received a
new HVAC
as part of
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The reimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will 
remove the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and 
possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses 
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No new obituaries w
ere

submitted for the week
end

edition by area funeral hom
es.

S I N C E YO U A S K E D

Results of T
he News-En

terprise onli
ne poll as

of 5 p.m. Friday:

QUESTION:
Is a county cl

erk office in R
adcliff more

convenient fo
r you to renew

your vehicle r
egistration?

Yes: 45.8 percent • No
: 54.2 percent

TODAY’S QUESTION:
Are you excited about

Malibu Jack’s comin
g to Elizabethtow

n?

F I N D U S

O N L I N E :

S AT URDAY
, J UNE 22 , 2 0 24

SERVING HARDIN COUNTY SINCE 1974 • REACH SUBSCRIB
ER SERVICES

AT 270-505-1
770 • $2

Patrick, Alfor
d

take All-Area

Girls’ Track

honors
SPORTS,

PAGE B1

TODAY

Partly cloudy

94 • 73
COMPLETE

REPORT, A2

h e n e w s e n
t e r p r i s e .

c o m

Sale at groce
ry

inspires fami
ly

favorite dish
of

stroganoff

TASTE, PAGE
B6
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, C A L L 270 - 5 0 5 -

1770 OR EMA I L HOMEDE L I V E R
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Workshop teaches

choreograph
y of stage co

mbat
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The Towne Mall is getti
ng a new

look and a
new name.

The rebrandin
g, reimagining and

renovatio
n of the major commer-

cial prope
rty in the heart of E

liza-

bethtown
is underw

ay and property

owner Tim Aulbach said the new

paint cust
omers are seeing is just

the start of m
ulti-million dollar con

-

version to what will
be called the

City Cente
r.

“The Towne Mall for 40 years

has been the center of
our town,

”

Aulbach said. “It’s
been kind of sad

to see it deterio
rate all this time.

Me and my wife, (Te
resa) talked

about it fo
r several y

ears that
if the

opportuni
ty came that’s something

we though
t we could

bring life back

and make it goo
d for E’tow

n and our

community.”

The location didn’t hu
rt either,

Towne Mall undergoing major

renovation to become City Center

Local developer

spending millions to

‘breathe new life’ into

40-year-old retail space

Submitted

he reimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will

emove the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses

might not stay, Aulbach said.

Workers

pressure

wash

JCPenney

at the

Towne

Mall in

prepara-

tion for a

fresh coat

of paint.

The last

remaining

original

tenant of

the retail

center

also

received a

new HVAC

as part of

renova-

tions to

modern-

ize what

will soon

be called

City Cen-

ter.

GINA CLEAR/

The News-

Enterprise
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Let the screaming

commence. Eliz
abeth-

town is getting
its first

roller coaster attrac-

tion as an all-indoor

family entertain
ment

center is setting up

shop in El
izabethtow

n.

A 10-year deal has

been inked with Mal-

ibu Jack’s, w
ho will

occupy the former

Sears wing of the

Towne Mall, soon
to

be rebrande
d as the

City Cente
r.

“We’ve been excit-

ed to get them
in that

space because it will

bring numbers back

to the mall,” Aulb
ach

said. “We’ve been

working
on it since

January. S
o it’s been a

long time coming.”

The contract
was

signed Monday by

owners
of Mal ibu

Jack’s.

“It’s been a tough

process w
ith financing

changing
so much and

tr ying to get some-

thing that work
s for

everybod
y,” Aulbach

said. “It’s
finally come

together.”

The deal was
even

longer in
the making

for Steve Hatton and

his brothers,
Jeff and

Terry, wh
o co-own the

company.

“We star ted about

11 years ago, … and

we’ve had so many

people over those

years asking us to

come,” Hatton said.

“It’s really
been build-

ing lately. We usually

need about 100,000

square fee
t, so it rea

lly

wasn’t unt
il we start

ed

talking to Tim about

the City Center proj-

ect that w
e felt like

we

could get
the space

we

needed and the loca-

tion that w
e needed.

“We’ve had it on our

radar for
a few years,”

Hatton added. “We

just didn’t have the

right spot
until now.”

The group
will occu-

py roughly a fourth,

about 110
,000 square

feet, of t
he existing

footprint
of the cur-

rent mall config
ura-

tion. Aulb
ach said the

Malibu Jack’s
coming

to TowneM
all

Indoor theme

park to

occupy former

Sears wing

Malibu Jack’s

The Twist N Shout roller coaster will be part of the

new Elizabethtown location of Malibu Jack’s that

will take over the former Sears wing of Towne

Mall. The space is about 110,000 square feet and

the company expects to open the indoor theme

park by year’s end.

BYGREGTHOMPSON

THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

With plans of opening
in

August, T
ropical Sm

oothie Cafe

will be Elizabetht
own’s newest

option for what t
he owner say

s

is fresher,
better, hea

lthier eatin
g

choices.

Franchise
owner Pra

kash Patel

was busy
Friday at h

is Louisvil
le

location which opened May 27.

No strange
r to Elizab

ethtown, h
e

resided here for nine years and

managed Danny’s Tobacco on

NorthMain Street f
or two yea

rs.

“My personal f
avorite, I

have

a few,” Pat
el said of menu choic-

es. “They’r
e all good

but I woul
d

say Sunrise Sunset an
d Kiwi

Quencher.
”

Supplements can be added to

smoothies
such as a probio

tics, a

multivitam
in, vitamin

C and even

protein.

Tropical Sm
oothieCafe

promises

healthier, fr
esher choice

s

GREGTHOMPSON/The News-Enterprise

Tropical Smoothie Cafe is expect-

ed to open between mid- to late

August at 1811 N. Dixie Ave., Eliz-

abethtown, next to The UPS Store

and Penn Station. Franchise

owner Prakash Patel said it will

offer healthier options.
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United Way of Central

Kentucky
is celebratin

g its

Day of Act
ion.

An initiative to encourage

people to i
mprove thei

r com-

munity, it p
artners in

dividu-

als and groups to help with

initiatives
that need

to be

completed in the local area
.

Globally,
volunteer

s tackle

big issues like food insecu-

rity, and more causal iss
ues

like picking up litter in a

part of the
ir community.

The local bran
ch of Unit-

ed Way tackled this task by

making improvements to

the United Way Community

Garden.

Available
to anyone who

wants or needs fresh pro-

duce, the
garden off Main

Street in Elizabetht
own also

exists to promote healthy

eating. Sta
rted in 2021 with

a small grant,
it has contin-

ued helping the communi-

ty since then. The
garden

grows a variety of plants

such as tomatoes, pep
pers,

green beans, cu
cumbers,

squash, z
ucchini an

d fresh

herbs.

“We want our
immediate

community and neighbor
s

involved
because we know

that fresh
fruits and vege-

tables aren’t af f
ordable or

easily accessib
le some-

times,” said Brianne Smith,

UWCK director o
f commu-

nity engagement. “We plant-

ed this garde
n and we have

voluntee
rs that come to

weed, wat
er and eventually

harvest. It
’s just a w

onderful

thing.”

Volunteer
s from the city

of Elizabe
thtown staff came

out to donate time to the

Global init
iative bring

s

improvements to com
munity
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OVER 34,000
HOUSEHOLDS
IN ELIZABETHTOWN,

RADCLIFF and
VINE GROVE

WILL RECEIVE A COPY OF
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*PUBLIC NOTICE
ADVERTISING
EXCLUDED

Advertise your business
in our

Fall Sample Edition

www.thenewsenterprise.com

Advertising Deadline:
Friday, October 22nd, 2026

@ 3pm
Contact your account rep. for details

Portia Oldham 270-832-9262
Brenda Chism 270-505-1441

Allison Shepherd 270-765-9096
Lizzy Marshall 270-691-7225
Anna Shepherd 502-349-0278
Alice Walker 859-336-5905

Rose Rainwater 270-465-6541

Contact today to find out
how to advertize in this

Sample edition!
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