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LaRue cross country embraces

youth aft

BY DENNIS GEORGE
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

Marcus Abel’s first year as
coach of the LaRue County
cross-country teams went
better than he might have
ever imagined in 2025.

The Lady Hawks easily
won the Region 2 Class 2A
meet and went on to finish
third at the state meet in
Lexington.

Abel has some key runn-
ers back this year but admits
it will be a challenge to repli-
cate last year’s success. Gone
is Isabella Day, the anchor of
the team from the past sev-
eral years, and foreign
exchange students Yui
Tanahashi and Josslyn
Nirenberg, whose family
received a military transfer.

Even with a young roster,
LaRue County could surprise
some people as the season
moves on.

Twins Abby and Emma
Creason might just be
eighth-graders, but they will
match up with just about
anyone they face. They fin-
ished fifth and sixth, respec-
tively, in the region meet last
year. Abby Creason, who was
also a formidable distance
runner in track, was The
News-Enterprise Newcomer
of the Year in both sports.

“They look to make huge
jumps this season now
knowing what to expect after
one season,” Abel said.
“These two being only in 8th
grade are looking to run a
low 19 minutes for 5K if not
under that 19-minute mark.
They both are so competitive
and just want it more than
other people do.”

Kaylee Warren is back for
her junior year and will be
counted on to make a major
contribution. She finished
10th in the region race last
year.

Abel will also be depend-
ing on some young runners
to help the boys’ team. The
pressure is on juniors Tyson
Dennis and Matthew Ben-
jamin to carry much of the
load.

“While bringing some
experience, these two kids
work so hard every day to
teach the team under them
while also getting ready to
show major improvements
on the year,” Abel said.
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Eighth-grader Abby Creason of LaRue County will be
one of the top runners in Region 2 Class 2 A cross
country this year.

3

DENNIS GEO

RGE/The News-Enterprise

Junior Tyson Dennis (1096) will be one of the top
returners for LaRue County cross country in 2026.

LaRue County has one of
the biggest rosters the pro-
gram has seen in several
years, though much of the
team is young.

“Both boys and girls’
teams have over 13 kids on

each team,” Abel said. “Out
of both teams, we only have
four upper classmen.”

Abel will look to build on a
fantastic first year and once
again make LaRue County a
competitive group in 2026.
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team for fighting through
adversity and fighting to the
end."

Meade County responded
in the second quarter, sus-
tained by a long run by
sophomore Peyton Stewart
that set up a 2-yard touch-
down keeper by quarterback
Ethan Jolly at the 8:06 mark
to cut the deficit to 14-7.

Special teams provided the
game’s turning point early in
the third quarter. Meade
County’s Derrien Pruitt
blocked a Taylor County
punt, allowing teammate
Rudy Reader to scoop up the
ball and run it in for a touch-
down to tie the score at 14-14.

“Special teams was huge.
We had a block punt,
another recovered muffed

snap,” Powers said. “It’s
something we worked on all
week, and I don’t think it’s
luck. I think it’s preparation
and skill, and they did a good
job executing our punt block
that we schemed that week
to perfection.”

After a failed two-point
conversion attempt, a series
of penalties on the ensuing
drive handed Taylor County
good field position, culmi-
nating in a 3-yard touchdown
run to put the Cardinals back
in front 21-13 midway
through the third.

Meade County continued
to push in the fourth quarter,
taking advantage of a lost
fumble by Taylor County
deep in their own territory.
Jolly pushed across the goal
line for his second 2-yard
touchdown keep of the night
with 8:15 remaining, but lost
his helmet on the play.
Forced to sit out the crucial

two-point conversion, the
Wave’s pass fell incomplete,
leaving them trailing 21-19.

Following a sack by
Meade County’s Colton
Montgomery that forced a
Taylor County punt, the
Green Wave orchestrated a
late drive down to the 8yard
line before setting up Staples
for the game-winning kick.

“We've got to quit having
foolish penalties,” Powers
said regarding the costly
penalties that allowed Taylor
County a chance to stay in
the game. “When you get
tired, we have to be able to
lock in and focus and con-
tinue to push through. ...
Now we have to be able to
respond to having an emo-
tional high and some suc-
cess.”

Meade County moves to 1-
2 on the season and will pre-
pare for a rivalry game next
Friday at Elizabethtown.
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But the Irish’s perfor-
mance early on created
plenty of doubt about how
effectively they can run the
ball without Heisman Tro-
phy finalist Jeremiyah Love
and Jadarian Price, the only
two running backs selected
in the first round of this
year’s NFL draft. Notre
Dame rushed for 111 yards
on 32 carries — including
just 29 yards on 16 attempts
in the first half.

Notre Dame's offense
eventually got in gear. The
Irish scored touchdowns on
each of their three second-
half possessions.

“I don’t have a great
explanation for the second
half,” Fickell said. “I give
them alot of credit. We kind
of held the energy and cre-
ated a lot of momentum in
the first half. In the second
half, we could do none.”

Williams’ 3-yard touch-
down run capped a 70-yard
drive to open the second

half. Colorado transfer D]
McKinney then intercepted
Colton Joseph’s pass and ran
untouched for a 55-yard
touchdown to make it 27-10.

Gavin Lahm’s second field
goal of the night cut Notre
Dame’s lead to 27-13 near
the end of the third, but
Williams capped the Irish’s
next drive with a 5-yard
touchdown run and James
completed the scoring in the
closing minutes.

“We prepared for a bat-
tle,” Carr said. “We got a
battle in the first half. We
were really excited, I think,
coming out of the second
half because Free talks
about there’s nothing great
that comes from something
that’s easy. We knew it was
going to be a struggle. It's
what we wanted, and (we)
ended up finishing really
strong."

THE TAKEAWAY
Wisconsin: After adding
34 transfers, Wisconsin cer-
tainly looks better than it has
the last couple of years. But
the Badgers needed to play
mistake-free football to have

a shot at pulling the upset,
and they instead had two
turnovers that led to Notre
Dame touchdowns.

Notre Dame: The Irish's
defense could face some
early adversity. The Irish
lost preseason Associated
Press All-America second-
team safety Brauntae John-
son and defensive lineman
Jason Onye to injuries dur-
ing the game. Freeman had
no update on either player
after the game. Preseason
AP All-America second-team
linebacker Kyngstonn Vil-
iamu-Asa didn't play as he
continues to recover from a
knee injury that ended his
2025 season early.

One positive development
for Notre Dame came from
Purdue transfer Spencer
Porath, who made field
goals of 52 and 26 yards in
his Irish debut. Last season,
Notre Dame didn’t make a
field goal after Oct. 11.

UP NEXT
Wisconsin: Hosts
Western Illinois on Saturday.
Notre Dame: Hosts Rice
on Saturday.
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MASTER COMMISSIONER SALES

To comply with the orders of the Hardin circuit court, the Commissioner will sell the property de-
scribed in the following actions on Wednesday, September 16th, 2026, at the hour of 2:00 p.m.
at the Hardin County Justice Center, 120 East Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown, Kentucky. Said property
shall be sold to raise the amounts hereinafter set forth, together with interest and the costs of the
action, and upon the following terms and conditions.

At the time of sale, the successful bidder shall either pay cash or check, if paying in full, or make a
deposit of 10% with the balance on a credit of thirty (30) days. In the event the successful bidder de-
sires or elects to credit the balance, he or she will be required to produce one of the following:

1. An irrevocable letter of credit (MUST HAVE THE ORIGINAL, NO COPIES) from lending institute
to the surety at the time of the sale. Please note that a loan commitment or bank statement will not
be sufficient.

2. Post bond and furnish an acceptable surety thereon. If a purchaser chooses to use a surety for
the remaining balance of property purchased, THE SURETY MUST PROVIDE ONE OF THE FOL-
LOWING TO THE MASTER COMMISSIONER BY 2 PM THE MONDAY PRIOR TO THE SALE
AND BE PRESENT AT THE TIME OF THE SALE (If a married individual intends to act as surety,
their spouse must also sign.):

1. A COPY OF A DEED WHICH IS UNENCUMBERED AND A COPY OF THE STATEMENT OF
VALUE FROM THE PROPERTY VALUATION ADMINISTRATOR (PVA OFFICE), TO WHICH THIS
BOND WILL ATTACH.

2. A COPY OF THE CURRENT ACCOUNT STATEMENT. A SWORN FINANCIAL STATEMENT
WHICH SHOWS A NET WORTH OF AT LEAST 2 1/2 TIMES THE SALE PRICE.

The down payment, in addition to either an irrevocable letter of credit (MUST HAVE THE ORI-

GINAL, NO COPIES) or acceptable surety (see requirements above), must be produced at the

time of the sale. Said bond and/or irrevocable letter of credit shall be for the unpaid purchase price
and bear interest at the rate of six percent (6%) per annum from the date of sale until paid. (Unless
otherwise court ordered.)

1. The purchaser shall be required to assume and pay all taxes or assessments upon the property
for the current tax year and thereafter.

2. All properties are sold subject to the judgment and order of sale in each case which should be re-
viewed carefully prior to purchase. The Judgment and Order of Sale can be reviewed at the Hardin
Circuit Clerk’s office, 120 E. Dixie, Elizabethtown, Ky.

3. The Master Commissioner does not obtain a title search or investigate for further liens on the
properties listed below nor conduct or authorize a survey of the property. **the purchaser is re-
sponsible for title searches and/or any additional liens not named in the judgment and order of sale

and for the results of any good and accurate survey of the property.

4. The Master Commissioner does not have access to the properties listed below and therefore
makes no representation or warranty of any kind as to the conditions of these properties.

5. Bidding is in increments of $500.00 up to $75,000.00 and $1,000.00 for over $75,000.00. If
Plaintiff provided a one-time opening bid, a first-bid increment of $100.00 may be made.

6. If the property sells for less than 2/3 of the Master Commissioner’s appraisal amount, there is a 6
month right of redemption period.

7. If purchasing as a Corporation, LLC, or Trusts please provide the Master Commissioner’s Office
by the Monday prior to the sale date with the following:

1. An updated certificate of good standing for the entity for which they are purchasing.

2. Entity must provide its EIN Number

3. Resolution- Proof that the person bidding is authorized to bid on behalf of the entity.

4. ldentification: Current Driver’s License and SSN

SALE NO. 1
Freedom Mortgage Corporation vs. Jennifer Roberts, et al (25-CI-02063)
Amount of Judgment: $183,516.41 plus interest and costs
665 NEW STREET, RADCLIFF, KY
MAP ID# 160-10-06-013
Recorded in Deed Book 1477 Page 522 in the Hardin County Clerk’s Office

SALE NO. 2
Kentucky Housing Corporation vs. Mark A. Boone, et al (26-CI-00379)
Amount of Judgment: $142,316.02 plus interest and costs
8561 BARDSTOWN ROAD, ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
MAP ID# 270-10-00-036
Recorded in Deed Book 1508 Page 388 in the Hardin County Clerk’s Office

SALE NO. 3
KAR Tax Lien Portfolio, LLC vs. Property 51, LLC, et al (26-CI-00088)
Amount of Judgment: $7,505.77 plus interest and costs
879 TIMBERWOOD DRIVE, RADCLIFF, KY
MAP ID# 139-30-02-013
Recorded in Deed Book 1479 Page 278 in the Hardin County Clerk’s Office

SALE NO. 4
The Cecilian Bank vs. Integribilt, LLC, et al (25-CI-01776)
Amount of Judgment: $1,060,293.74 plus interest and costs
116 & 120 COMMERCE DRIVE, RADCLIFF, KY
MAP ID# 140-30-03-036.01, 140-30-03-036.02 and 140-30-03-036.03
Recorded in Deed Book 1516 Page 1164 and Deed Book 1523 Page 1216 in the Hardin County
Clerk’s Office

SALE NO. 5
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc. vs. Jennifer Pursell, et al (25-CI-02029)
Amount of Judgment: $124,152.61 plus interest and costs
3101 S. WOODLAND DRIVE, RADCLIFF, KY
MAP ID# 161-40-01-121
Recorded in Deed Book 1234 Page 646 in the Hardin County Clerk’s Office
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