
A Lexington man was
arrested early Wednesday
morning after he allegedly
pointed a laser at a Ken-
tucky State Police heli-
copter, which authorities
said was returning from a
rescue mission.

The laser incident hap-
pened around 12:30 a.m.
near West Loudon Street in
Lexington. State police said
the helicopter was on its
way back to Frankfort when
Markus Smith, 39, of Lex-
ington, pointed a laser at the
aircraft.

Smith’s citation said he
tried to get away from the
helicopter on a moped, but
officers in the aircraft were
able to keep an eye on him
and relay his information to
officers on the ground.
Police surrounded Smith in
an alley near North Broad-
way and West Fifth Street,
the KSP report said. Smith
turned himself in and

admitted to pointing the
laser at the helicopter.

Smith is charged with
laser/vision interference,
tampering with physical
evidence, no operator’s
license for a moped, third-
degree criminal trespassing,
no registration and failure to
maintain insurance. State
police said potential federal
charges are pending.

“Laser strikes can alter
the intended flight path or
cause temporary visual dis-
turbances for the pilot and
flight crew,” State Police
Post 12 Public Affairs Officer
Andy Stepp said in a news
release. “These are not
harmless pranks. They vio-
late federal law and can have
dangerous consequences
for everyone involved, both
in the air and on the
ground.”

Smith is being held at the
Fayette County Detention
Center on a $1,500 bond,
according to jail records.

Hours earlier, the heli-
copter helped rescue an 18-

year-old camper from Han-
son’s Point in the Red River
Gorge. The Wolfe County
Search and Rescue Team
said the camper suffered a
medical emergency in a
remote part of the gorge.

A team of rescuers hiked
about 2½ miles to the
camper and determined that
an aerial rescue would be
best. State police’s aviation
unit assisted with the rescue
by lowering a basket to the
camper and hoisting them
to a nearby landing zone,
according to the rescue
team.

An ambulance was wait-
ing at the landing zone to
take the camper to a hospi-
tal, according to the rescue
team.

“This rescue was a great
example of multiple agen-
cies working together to
provide the safest and most
efficient outcome for a
patient in a remote and dif-
ficult-to-access location,” the
rescue team said in a Face-
book post.

Charges pending for man accused

of pointing laser at KSP helicopter
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Kentucky’s utility reg-
ulator has launched an
effort to study the
affordability of electric
and natural gas utility
service for residential
ratepayers, arguing that
utility access is
“fundamental to the
health, safety and well-
being of Kentuckians.”

A news release issued
Wednesday by the Ken-
tucky Public Service
Commission says federal
data shows the cost of
electricity for residential
ratepayers in Kentucky

has increased by 21.8%
from 2020 to 2025.

The regulator wrote
that because of rising
utility costs, the agency
believes a “broader
examination” of afford-
ability issues would help
it better understand “the
factors affecting afford-
ability” and “evaluate
existing and potential
approaches for address-
ing those concerns.”

A coalition of groups
advocating for the envi-
ronment, renewable
energy and consumers
had called on the regula-
tor in June to launch such
an affordability investi-

gation that would include
examining the potential
costs of fossil fuels and
data centers.

The regulator plans to
host a “technical confer-
ence” next year examin-
ing the issues brought to
light in the investigation.
The regulator is asking
utilities and other inter-
ested groups to submit
initial comments in the
investigation by the end
of September.

Kentuckians can sub-
mit a public comment in
the case by searching for
the specific case number
for the investigation,
which is 2026-00185.

Kentucky PSC investigating

rising gas, electricity costs
BY LIAM NIEMEYER
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MEN'S CLINIC

3046 Dolphin Dr.,
Suite 101

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

(270) 982-4000

ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION?
• Natural Treatment

• No Shots, No Needles, No Drugs
Men, Get Your Health Back In

The Mix for 2026!

Schedule your
appointment online today!

HightowerMens.com
Mention This Ad for the
$69 Special ($200 value)

NEW
YEAR
NEW
YOU

FREE Consultation

We now offer
services for low
testosterone

and weight loss
specifically for

men.
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AUCTION
COMPANY

168 Chestnut Grove Rd., Elizabethtown, KY 42701
larry@juryauctioncompany.com

270-723-7734
Larry, Broker/Auctioneer - Donna, Realtor/Appr.pr.pr Auctioneer

270-723-7724

ESTATE AUCTION
8115 NEW SHEPHERDSVILLE RD.

COX’S CREEK, KY 40013
AUGUST 29, 2026 | 10AM EST

For More Pictures & Terms Visit: AuctionZip.com
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HOME - LARGE SHOP - 5 ACRES - SMALL ORCHARD
WHAT A RETREAT TO CALLHOME!!
LOCATIOCATIOCA N,
LOCATIOCATIOCA N,

LOCATIOCATIOCA N!!!
Setting back off

the road, right off
Hwy. 245. Beautiful

Bardstown is a short
drive to hospital,
doctors, schools,

restaurants &
shopping! Close by

is interstate I-65,
which makes Ft. Knox

& Louisville easy
access.

PER PVA:PVA:PV
1680 sq. ft.

Built in 2000

Who doesn’t need a
large, nice shop that’s
ready to use. Approx.
45’ x 30’ / 2 overhead
doors / 1 walk-in door.
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