
12 over her first 13 holes of
play, with one birdie and
three bogeys.
Central Hardin finished
seventh with a 377 total in
the 14-team field with
Emilia Jackson shooting
86, followed by Avery Gad-
die (100), Evie McDougal
(117) and Alaena Jones
(128). The top four scores
from each team are used
for team scores.
Elizabethtown, the defend-
ing 5th Region Tourna-
ment champions, was ninth
at 392 as senior Meredith
Dyer shot a team-best 83
and was followed by Anne
Vencil Donahue (102),
Evan Tyler (102), Mia
Miller (105) and Grace
Spevak (124).
LaRue County finished
with a 410-team total to
place 11th. Khloe Miller
shot 101 and was followed
by Maci Albro (102),
Emma Abell (103), Riley
Willian (104) and Addie
Roberts (129).
Breckinridge County was
sixth at 369 with Barren

County eighth at 391,
Boyle County 10th at 393,
Washington County 12th at
449, Green County 13th at
459 and Bullitt East 14th

with a 517 total.
 
   Jeff D'Alessio can be
reached at jdalessio@
thenewsenterprise.com.
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JEFF D'ALESSIO/The News-Enterprise

A seventh-grader, Anne Vencil Donahue tees off
Friday morning on the eight hole in the Lady Bruin
Invitational at the Elizabethtown Country Club.

CHICAGO — Caitlin
Clark was in awe after
meeting former President
Barack Obama after he
surprised the WNBA All-
Stars on Friday at his
Presidential Center.

Clark called her conver-
sation with Obama “a
moment I’ll probably
remember for the rest of
my life.”

“It was obviously super
cool. He just compli-
mented me for the way
that I handle everything,
obviously with everything 
that’s been going on,” the
Indiana Fever star said
Friday after meeting
Obama. “He’s somebody
that has been in front of
the media quite a bit and
he reminded me, ‘When I
got famous in my 40s, I
didn’t have to do it in my
20s.’"

Obama spoke to the
players for a few minutes
on the basketball court at
the center which opened
last month.

“Some of you I’m meet-
ing for the first time. All of
you are extraordinary and
I could not be bigger fans,”
Obama said. “The way the
game has been growing
lately, the way it’s been
picking up and people
paying attention to your
excellence, I think it’s been
something for basketball
fans, generally, a sight to
see. It’s been making me
happy.”

He spoke to the players
for a few minutes before
taking a group photo.
Obama then spent about
10 minutes shaking hands

with the players and taking
photos with them, includ-
ing Clark.

“I know many of you are
involved in some wonder-
ful ventures off the court,
looking out for other
young people and inspiring
them. I just wanted to say
thanks,” Obama said.

The former president
gave a shout out to A’ja
Wilson in his talk to the
players and then went over
and chatted with her as
well.

After the photo-ops were
done, Obama stepped on
the court and talked with
New York Liberty star
Jonquel Jones, getting
down in a defensive stance
for a few seconds on her.

“I feel like as a hooper,
you know when someone’s
challenging you. So I was
just like, let me go over
there with the basketball,
you know, do a little cross,
bump him a little bit,"
Jones said. “And I knew
that I would get him acti-
vated a little because he’s a
hooper, too.”

Jones said she had met
Obama once before.

“He’s a role model for
me and it was nice to be
able to have that moment,”
Jones said. “Someone that
I look up to, someone that
has paved the way for a lot
of people to be here and
see him continuing, his
family continuing to give
back to the community
when they’ve already done
so much is just so inspira-
tional.”

That was the extent of
his time on the court. He
told the players that he
didn’t play 5-on-5 anymore
to protect his Achilles. He

did say that he broke in
the court with a game of
“horse.”

Obama was the first sit-
ting U.S. President to
attend a WNBA game
when he and his daughter,
Sasha, sat courtside in
2010 for a Washington
Mystics game. He also has
hosted many of them at
the White House after they
either won WNBA cham-
pionships or NCAA titles.

Obama was gifted with a
No. 44 WNBA All-Star jer-
sey that the players were
going to autograph later.

This was the first pro-
fessional sport to use the
basketball court at the
center, which opened in
June. Obama went to the
NBA All-Star Game in Los
Angeles in February.
Obama said he unfortu-
nately wasn’t going to be
able to make the All-Star
Game on Saturday because
of a previous engagement
with his wife, Michelle.

“It’s fitting for our 30th
anniversary that we’re
here as the first sports
league to play in the
Obama Presidential Cen-
ter,” WNBA Commissioner
Cathy Engelbert said.
“Someone who has
inspired hundreds of mil-
lions of people to dream
big and accomplish things
like President Obama has
and his tie to basketball is
amazing, too. I think
there’s no more fitting
person to be meeting with
the players.”

After talking to the
players, Obama went
across the center to talk to
a group of investors in the
league and nearly 100 high
school girls to talk.

CANDACE DANE CHAMBERS/Associated Press

Former President Barack Obama surprises a group of high school freshman girls
during the WNBA Changemaker Day at the Obama Presidential Center in Jackson
Park on the South Side on Friday.

Obama Surprises

WNBA All-Stars at Center
BY DOUG FEINBERG
AP BASKETBALL WRITER

GENEVA — IOC mem-
ber and FIFA leader
Gianni Infantino will not
have to explain to the
Olympic body how U.S.
President Donald Trump
helped to stop a player’s
ban at the World Cup.

The IOC said on Friday
it has no jurisdiction to
investigate Infantino’s
alleged lack of political
neutrality.

A London-based NGO
formally complained this
month to the International
Olympic Committee
ethics commission about
Infantino, including his
part in ensuring United
States forward Folarin
Balogun did not serve a
mandatory one-game ban 
despite being sent off in

the previous game.
The IOC’s Olympic

Charter cites neutrality
among “fundamental
principles of Olympism”
for sports bodies like
FIFA and its 100-plus
members, which has
included Infantino since
2020.

No formal investigation
will be opened, the IOC
said, because the com-
plaint by rights group
FairSquare did not relate
to FIFA’s or Infantino’s
specific relations with the
Olympic body.

The complaint “refers
only to (FIFA’s) decisions
on its governance and its
management, including its
relations with govern-
ment, and to (FIFA’s)
implementation of the
rules of its sport,” the IOC
said in a statement.

“Consequently, the
complaint falls outside the
IOC ethics commission’s
jurisdiction,” the state-
ment said.

The ethics body does
not have independent
powers to start investiga-
tions and sanction offi-
cials, but can make rec-
ommendations to the IOC
executive board chaired
by President Kirsty
Coventry. She attended
the World Cup final last
Sunday at East Ruther-
ford, New Jersey.

Action has been taken
against just one IOC
member in the past eight
years for unethical con-
duct: Sheikh Ahmad al-
Fahad al-Sabah, a key
power broker who built a
reputation as the
“kingmaker” of Olympic
elections.

JACQUELYN MARTIN/Associated Press

FIFA President Gianni Infantino, left, and President Donald Trump comment on the
medals as they wait to congratulate the Spanish players after the World Cup final
soccer match between Spain and Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J., near New York
on July 19.

IOC won't pursue its member Infantino

over FIFA red-card ruling at World Cup

BY GRAHAM DUNBAR
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Towne Mall is getting a new
look and a new name.

rebranding, reimagining and
enovation of the major commer-

property in the heart of Eliza-
bethtown is underway and property
owner Tim Aulbach said the new

customers are seeing is just
start of multi-million dollar con-

version to what will be called the
City Center.
“The T Mall for 40

Towne Mall undergoing major
renovation to become City Center

Local developer
pendingmillions to
reathe new life’ into

40-year-old retail space
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eimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will
ve the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses
t not stay, Aulbach said.

Workers
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wash
JCPenney
at the
Towne
Mall in
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tion for a
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The last
remaining
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center
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as part of
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Results of T
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convenient fo
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The Towne Mall is getti
ng a new

look and a
new name.

The rebrandin
g, reimagining and

renovatio
n of the major commer-

cial prope
rty in the heart of E

liza-

bethtown
is underw

ay and property

owner Tim Aulbach said the new

paint cust
omers are seeing is just

the start of m
ulti-million dollar con

-

version to what will
be called the

City Cente
r.

“The Towne Mall for 40 years

has been the center of
our town,

”

Aulbach said. “It’s
been kind of sad

to see it deterio
rate all this time.

Me and my wife, (Te
resa) talked

about it fo
r several y

ears that
if the

opportuni
ty came that’s something

we though
t we could

bring life back

and make it goo
d for E’tow

n and our

community.”

The location didn’t hu
rt either,

Towne Mall undergoing major

renovation to become City Center

Local devel
oper

spendingm
illions to

‘breathe new
life’ into

40-year-old
retail space

Submitted

The reimagined Towne Mall, to be rebranded as the City Center, as depicted in this rendering by LK Architecture will

remove the bealls storefront to create an open-air concept for this space to accommodate smaller retail stores and

possibly four restaurants. bealls will relocated next to JCPenney, which will remain in its original location. The horses

might not stay, Aulbach said.

Workers

pressure

wash

JCPenney

at the

Towne

Mall in

prepara-

tion for a

fresh coat

of paint.

The last

remaining

original

tenant of

the retail

center

also

received a

new HVAC

as part of

renova-

tions to

modern-

ize what

will soon

be called

City Cen-

ter.

GINA CLEAR/
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Let the screaming

commence. Eliz
abeth-

town is getting
its first

roller coaster attrac-

tion as an all-indoor

family entertain
ment

center is setting up

shop in El
izabethtow

n.

A 10-year deal has

been inked with Mal-

ibu Jack’s, w
ho will

occupy the former

Sears wing of the

Towne Mall, soon
to

be rebrande
d as the

City Cente
r.

“We’ve been excit-

ed to get them
in that

space because it will

bring numbers back

to the mall,” Aulb
ach

said. “We’ve been

working
on it since

January. S
o it’s been a

long time coming.”

The contract
was

signed Monday by

owners
of Mal ibu

Jack’s.

“It’s been a tough

process w
ith financing

changing
so much and

tr ying to get some-

thing that work
s for

everybod
y,” Aulbach

said. “It’s
finally come

together.”

The deal was
even

longer in
the making

for Steve Hatton and

his brothers,
Jeff and

Terry, wh
o co-own the

company.

“We star ted about

11 years ago, … and

we’ve had so many

people over those

years asking us to

come,” Hatton said.

“It’s really
been build-

ing lately. We usually

need about 100,000

square fee
t, so it rea

lly

wasn’t unt
il we start

ed

talking to Tim about

the City Center proj-

ect that w
e felt like

we

could get
the space

we

needed and the loca-

tion that w
e needed.

“We’ve had it on our

radar for
a few years,”

Hatton added. “We

just didn’t have the

right spot
until now.”

The group
will occu-

py roughly a fourth,

about 110
,000 square

feet, of t
he existing

footprint
of the cur-

rent mall config
ura-

tion. Aulb
ach said the

Malibu Jack’s
coming

to TowneM
all

Indoor them
e

park to

occupy form
er

Sears wing

Malibu Jack’s

The Twist N Shout roller coaster will be part of the

new Elizabethtown location of Malibu Jack’s that

will take over the former Sears wing of Towne

Mall. The space is about 110,000 square feet and

the company expects to open the indoor theme

park by year’s end.
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With plans of opening
in

August, T
ropical Sm

oothie Cafe

will be Elizabetht
own’s newest

option for what t
he owner say

s

is fresher,
better, hea

lthier eatin
g

choices.

Franchise
owner Pra

kash Patel

was busy
Friday at h

is Louisvil
le

location which opened May 27.

No strange
r to Elizab

ethtown, h
e

resided here for nine years and

managed Danny’s Tobacco on

NorthMain Street f
or two yea

rs.

“My personal f
avorite, I

have

a few,” Pat
el said of menu choic-

es. “They’r
e all good

but I woul
d

say Sunrise Sunset an
d Kiwi

Quencher.
”

Supplements can be added to

smoothies
such as a probio

tics, a

multivitam
in, vitamin

C and even

protein.

Tropical Sm
oothieCafe

promises

healthier, fr
esher choice

s

GREGTHOMPSON/The News-Enterprise

Tropical Smoothie Cafe is expect-

ed to open between mid- to late

August at 1811 N. Dixie Ave., Eliz-

abethtown, next to The UPS Store

and Penn Station. Franchise

owner Prakash Patel said it will

offer healthier options.
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DAVIDS
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United Way of Central

Kentucky
is celebratin

g its

Day of Act
ion.

An initiative to encourage

people to i
mprove thei

r com-

munity, it p
artners in

dividu-

als and groups to help with

initiatives
that need

to be

completed in the local area
.

Globally,
volunteer

s tackle

big issues like food insecu-

rity, and more causal iss
ues

like picking up litter in a

part of the
ir community.

The local bran
ch of Unit-

ed Way tackled this task by

making improvements to

the United Way Community

Garden.

Available
to anyone who

wants or needs fresh pro-

duce, the
garden off Main

Street in Elizabetht
own also

exists to promote healthy

eating. Sta
rted in 2021 with

a small grant,
it has contin-

ued helping the communi-

ty since then. The
garden

grows a variety of plants

such as tomatoes, pep
pers,

green beans, cu
cumbers,

squash, z
ucchini an

d fresh

herbs.

“We want our
immediate

community and neighbor
s

involved
because we know

that fresh
fruits and vege-

tables aren’t af f
ordable or

easily accessib
le some-

times,” said Brianne Smith,

UWCK director o
f commu-

nity engagement. “We plant-

ed this garde
n and we have

voluntee
rs that come to

weed, wat
er and eventually

harvest. It
’s just a w

onderful

thing.”

Volunteer
s from the city

of Elizabe
thtown staff came

out to donate time to the

Global init
iative bring

s

improvements to com
munity
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