
The NCAA is on the cusp
of extending Division I athlete
eligibility from four years of
competition to five and
essentially setting an age limit,
just the latest development on
a topic that has been a
point of contention in college
athletics for decades.

None other than Walter
Camp, the “Father of American
Football,” was three games
into his seventh season — yes,
seventh — when his playing
career at Yale ended because
of injury in 1882. Another
football luminary, Amos Alonzo
Stagg, was 27 when he wrapped
up his fifth season at Yale
in 1889.

Multisport great Jim Thorpe
played football at Carlisle for
the traditional four years, but
he dropped out after his second
season in 1908 to play minor
league baseball and didn’t come
back for his third season of
college football until 1911.

Michael Oriard, who has
authored four books on the
rise of college football and was
a Notre Dame offensive
lineman in the 1960s, said he
was surprised when his
research showed so many
examples of men playing into
their late 20s and early 30s
in the sport’s early years.

“When I was playing, it was
really important that there not
be physically more mature
players out on the field beating
the crap out of us younger
guys,” he said. “I don’t know
why a lot of them kept playing

in each individual case, but
a lot of really famous players
did. It was just part of the
game.”

The new age-based eligibility
model, which could be
approved by the NCAA
Division I Council on Friday,
would start the eligibility clock
for a D-I athlete when they
graduate from high school or
turn 19, whichever comes first.

The change would address
circumstances that led to the
aging of rosters across all
sports. First, the NCAA offered
a one-time, one-year extension
to athletes who had their 2020-
21 season canceled or altered
because of the COVID-19
pandemic. Unlimited transfers
have incentivized coaches to
replace departing athletes with
older transfers instead of high
school and junior college
prospects. More recently,
dozens of athletes have filed
lawsuits seeking to extend their
careers, often for financial
reasons.

 

It would be easy to write
it off as another symptom
of out-of-control modern college
athletics. Really, it’s nothing
new.

Back in 1855, Yale protested
when it discovered the
coxswain on Harvard’s rowing
team was an alumnus rather
than a currently enrolled
undergraduate. It was the first
known eligibility dispute in
college sports history, and there
was no NCAA to settle the
matter in those days.

Neither was there a
governing body in the early
days of college football, and
the sport was a veritable free-
for-all.

Mercenaries, known as
“tramp players,” would show

1855 HARVARD-YALE
CONTROVERSY

up on campuses and never take
a class, let alone enroll. They
would get paid by alumni or
student groups to play a game,
or several games, and then
move on to the next school.
Some were well into their 30s.

According to Camp’s
biographer, Julie Des Jardins,
it was Camp himself who, as
Yale’s player-coach, proposed
in 1882 to limit eligibility to
five years. Yes, this was the
same Camp who played six-
plus seasons.

 

The matter of eligibility got
serious by the 1890s when
Harvard, Yale and Princeton —
the eastern powers that
controlled the sport — decided
something needed to be done
and came up with a handshake
agreement, loosely regulated,
allowing four years of com-
petition for undergraduates
only.

HANDSHAKE
AGREEMENT

The policy was formalized
among the Big Three in 1906,
Des Jardins wrote in “Walter
Camp: Football and the
Modern Man,” after Yale
graduates confirmed Harvard
had a center who had played
four years at a school in
Indiana before he enrolled
in Harvard’s law school and
joined the Crimson.

The organization that would
become the NCAA also
formed in 1906 and its
immediate concern was to
curb the violence, sometimes
fatal, that had marred the sport.
The 38 charter members
agreed eligibility standards
were necessary, but only
insofar as they related to
amateurism, not the number
of years an athlete could play.

“What firm eligibility meant
was whether or not the kid
was a bonafide student and

not a longshoreman paid a
couple hundred bucks to come
fight for your alma mater,”
Oriard said.

 

In piecemeal fashion, four
years of eligibility became
standard among eastern
schools and the Western
Conference (now the Big Ten)
in the 1910s. The concept of
redshirting began when in 1961
the NCAA began allowing five
years to complete four years
of competition.

There have always been
some exceptions to the con-
ventional college career
spanning the ages of 18 and
22. Florida State’s Chris Weinke
won the 2000 Heisman Trophy
at 28, Brandon Weeden was
28 when he threw his last pass
for Oklahoma State in 2012
and just last season Monte
Harrison caught a pass for
Arkansas at age 30.

WEINKE WON 
HEISMAN AT 28

How long should college athletes play?
The NCAA is

about to answer

that question
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Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-888-513-
0453

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Certified Home Health
Aid/Caregiver

with 40 years experience in
caring for the elderly and

mentally challenged. Com-
passionate, caring individual
will assist with your everyday
needs in your home or mine.
References and back-ground

check available.

270-287-7262

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258
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DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!
End your tax worries today. Let
us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high
tax amounts? Our A+ tax pro-
fessionals can help. Call for a
FREE consultation. Call Prior-
ity Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

FRIENDSHIP
FLEA MARKET
Friendship Ind.

June 13th - 21st
Open Daily
9:00 AM - ?

812-667-5645
www.friendshipfleamarket.com

Live entertainment
on the weekends!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407
Inflation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986
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No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.
Omaha Steaks - World Fam-
ous Perfection! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to your door!
Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY
$99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA
or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Sa-
vory3148
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’s a power
move.
Repairing or replacing appli-
ances and home systems like
heating and cooling can be
costly. A home warranty plan
can help. Start saving and get
30% off any plan today. Work-
manship Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-866-384-8998
Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539
Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy
greater independence and stay
in the home you love. Feel safe
on every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in the
U.S.A. Call today for a free
quote. 1-855-820-2844
Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539
Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

Classifieds
Get The Job Done
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Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located ½
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bon-
nie Howard, Kentucky Press
Association, 502-223-8821.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

0300 PETS

Elizabethtown-
CHIHUAHUAS MALE

PUPPIES
shots started, wormed.
Pets only, no papers.

Parents are AKC with show
pedigree.

$850
Call or Text

270-734-5511

Owensboro-
Free To Good Home

4 kittens, weaned & wormed
3 older cat

1 puppy
Call or Text (text preferred)

270-485-7892

Fullblooded Golden
Retriever Puppies for Sale

Light-golden to cream
Ready to go by June 26th

$400
270-446-0559

Mauckport- Shih Tzu $400
and up, Cavapoos (red) $300
and up, Yorkshire Terriers $400
and up. Chihuahuas $500 and
up. Please Call (812)732-4645

0300 PETS

ACA reg. Cavapoo puppies
Hypoallergenic, Shots,

Wormed, Health guaranteed
Great Family dog,

References available.
Text or call and leave msg

812-559-1506

0500 MERCHANDISE

Owensboro
GOLF CART FOR SALE

2010-2012, E-Z-GO Golf Cart,
A textron Company, RXV,

Husky Parts Company,
Equipped with Stereo

$4,500
(270) 244-1411

Appointments only

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,

dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,

golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and

side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940
Owensboro

MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE
2003 Honda Shadow, 0.4

CYL, Good Tires, Odometer
35,000 miles, Good Condition,

Needs Minor Repairs
$2,000

(270) 244-1411
Appointments only

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

RADCLIFF-
1 Bedroom Apartments,

Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.

Deposits Required
270-390-5185
254-338-8881

For Rent in Elizabethtown
110 Peachtree St

1 & Half Story, 3 Bdr 1.5 Bath,
Full Basement- Garage Extra
$1450 Rent / $1450 Deposit

626 N Miles
3 Bdr, 1 Bath

Carport & Basement
$1550 Rent / $1550 Deposit

City Schools.
No Pets. No Smoking

unless approved.
Rented & maintained by

Gene Coffey.
Contact Gene Coffey

270-300-7782

0700 REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

FOR SALE 2 Burial Plots in
Memorial Gardens Etown Hwy
62 West, Just Inside Western-
most Enterance, Section 1, Lot
127A, Plots 3 & 4, $2000 For
Both. Call Owner 270-234-6801

0800 TRANSPORTATION

1990 Lowe Bass John Boat
$7,500

Please call 270-993-8380

House getting 
a little...

STUFFED?

Plan a garage 
sale and 
advertise 

in the 
CLASSIFIEDS!

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the City of Elizabethtown will re-

ceive sealed proposals for the design-build of property owned by
the City of Elizabethtown located at 301 East Dixie Avenue. Any
party desiring to submit a proposal must submit a sealed bid to
the City Clerk, Elizabethtown City Hall, 200 West Dixie Avenue
by 11:00 am EDT, 10:00 am CDT, on Wednesday, June 17,
2026 at which time they will be opened publicly. The full Request
for Proposal (RFP) outlining submission requirements and includ-
ing pertinent property information may be obtained from the City
Clerk.

The City of Elizabethtown reserves the right to reject any and
all proposals or to accept a proposal as a whole or for any part,
and to waive any informalities or irregularities in the proposals re-
ceived where the best interest of the City may be served.

/s/ Jeffrey H. Gregory, Mayor
Attest: Jessica J. Graham, City Clerk

ADVERTISEMENT FOR CONCRETE
INSTALLATION SERVICES

Notice is hereby given that the City of Elizabethtown will receive
sealed bids for non-exclusive annual services for concrete install-
ation at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 3rd floor, 200 West
Dixie Avenue, P.O. Box 550, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42702 un-
til 10:00 AM EST (9:00 AM CST) on Wednesday, June 24th,
2026, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The successful bidder shall provide proof of insurance and li-
censes as specified. Bid forms and specifications may be ob-
tained from the City’s Engineering Department. (270-763-4218).

A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the Public Works Ad-
ministration Building, 301 Waterworks Drive, Elizabethtown, Ken-
tucky, on June 17th, 2026, at 10:00 AM EST (9:00 AM CST).

The City of Elizabethtown reserves the right to reject any and all
bids or to let the contract as a whole or for any part, and to waive
any informalities or irregularities in the bids received.

/s/ Jeffrey H. Gregory, Mayor
Attest: Jessica J. Graham, City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of West Point has adopted Ordinance No. 2026-01, on
April 13, 2026, AMENDING THE CITY’S SUBDIVISION ORDIN-
ANCE. THE ORDINANCE INCLUDES UPDATES TO SUBDIVI-
SION FEES, DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, PLAT REQUIRE-
MENTS, AND RELATED ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS. A
complete copy of the ordinance is available for public inspection at
West Point City Hall and on the City’s website at
https://westpoint.ky.gov.

Multi Family Yard Sale
Saturday June 6 7-3

509 Richmond Court Etown
Home Décor, Holiday Décor,
Clothing from baby to adult

sizes, baby items, toys,
hunting gear, books, sport

cards, Pokémon
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