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Players say robot umpires are shrinking strike zone

BY DAVID BRANDT
AP BASEBALL WRITER

PHOENIX — Arizona
Diamondbacks closer Paul
Sewald knows that — in
theory — Major League
Baseball’s new Automated Ball-
Strike system shouldn’t favor
batters or pitchers.

In practice, he thinks one
side has gained an advantage.

And it’s not the guys
throwing the baseball.

“It's what (MLB) wanted —
people on base,” Sewald said.
“Tough time to be a pitcher.
Balls flying everywhere, you've
got a smaller strike zone. But
you just go out there and do
the best you can.”

So ... is Sewald right? It
depends on which numbers
you want to use, but it sure
seems like the strike zone has
shrunk.

Walks have skyrocketed to
near historic highs through
the season’s first month. There’s
no direct evidence ABS is the
reason for the increase, but
as D-backs catcher James
McCann said: “Of course it is.
What other rules have
changed?”

MLB players have drawn
a walk in 9.8% of plate
appearances this season
through Wednesday’s games,
which would be the high-
est rate since 1950. The rate
is likely to come down as the
season progresses — pitchers
usually have more trouble
finding the zone during
widespread chilly conditions
in northern cities during March
and April.

But even adjusted for the
time of year, walks have made
a massive jump from last
season.

Everyone knew the strike
zone would change. MLB had

C

to re-write its definition of the
zone to accommodate the shift
to robot umpires. The Official
Baseball Rules long described
a zone stretching from the
midpoint of the hitter’s
torso down to the “hollow
beneath the kneecap.” The new
zone is more precise. It starts
at 27% of a batter’s standing
height and stretches to 53.5%.
The ABS zone is 17 inches wide,
matching the width of home
plate. All pitches are measured
at the midpoint of the plate.

The spike in walks doesn’t
tell the whole story about who
is benefiting during the
ABS era. MLB’s league-wide
batting average is down slightly
to .240 through Wednesday,
a few ticks below the .242 rate
through last year’s games in
March and April. That pokes
a hole in Sewald’s claim that
there are “balls flying every-
where.”

The difference in opinion
is fascinating as MLB players
digest the new rules and new
data.

New York Yankees outfielder
Cody Bellinger isn’t putting
too much stock in the early
numbers. He said hitters and
pitchers are always playing
a cat-and-mouse game, and

GARAGE SALE

Great Finds for the

Ladies in Your Life
Saturday 9am to 2pm
1910 Lakewood Dr. Etown

Lots of New & Like-New High
End Kitchen Equipment
Baby George Rotisserie,

Black & Decker Food
Processor, Oster Blender,
Juicer, and Much More.
Vintage Collectibles
Gone With The Wind &
Victorian Figurines, Collector
Decorative Plates, Vintage
Avon, Music Boxes, Sets of
Dishes, Many Craft Items,
Vintage Jewelry, Christmas
Train & Other Decorations

there will eventually be
equilibrium.

“I think there’s always an
adjustment to something new,”
the 2019 National League MVP
said. “It’s also such a short
sample size. It's (20-25) games
into the season, so numbers
skyrocket both ways early on.”

McCann'’s not so sure. The
veteran catcher said a smaller
strike zone inevitably will lead
to more walks.

“Tthink it’s tighter in general,”
McCann said. “Umpires are
getting instant feedback on
what’s a strike or a ball and
everything’s becoming much
more uniform. That’s what the
guys who had used it in the
minor leagues told me was
going to happen before the
season started, and they were
exactly right.”

Chicago Cubs star infielder
Nico Hoerner had a slightly
different take — arguing that
hitters might be benefiting in
the short-term by laying off
pitches at the top of the strike
zone — but that all adjustments
have an expiration date.

GARAGE SALE

Robinbrooke Courtyard
Yard Sale
April 25th 8am to 2pm

Household items, Boyd's
Bears, Longaberger pottery,
New Fire Tablets, Golf
Equipment, small outdoor gas
grill, outside motion light,
brass floor length lamp, three
decorative pictures & frames,
Brinkmann Sportsman
Smoker, Rose metal wall
décor, queen black
headboard & footboard with
rails, brand new white
nightstand, electric scooters
with chargers. Pier 1 glass top
dining table with 4 wicker
chairs, shower chair, wheel
chair, two matching end
tables, wood desk, end table
with built-in lamp, chest of
drawers, girls & boys clothing
10-XS, ladies S-XL, men's L,
jeans size 36 & more

“Getting on base has been
emphasized for a long time,”
Hoerner said. “Walking is
incredibly valuable as a hitter.
A lot of pitchers — their
approach is to avoid slug at
all cost. Sometimes that involves
throwing less strikes. But 'm
sure there will be a back and
forth, just like every trend in
baseball.”

If recent history is any
indication, MLB rule changes
can cause a lasting effect. There
was a nearly 50% increase in
stolen bases from 2022 to 2023
after a rules package intro-
duced a pitch clock and limits
on how many times a pitcher
could make pickoff throws.

Stolen bases have remained
high in the subsequent
years — even after teams
adjusted to the new rules.

And when MLB lowered
the mound in 1969, the walk
rate jumped from 7.6% to 9.1%.
It dipped slightly after that but
didn’t return below 8% again

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that
the Elizabethtown Planning
Commission will hold public
hearings on Tuesday, May 12,
2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the City
Council Chambers, located at
212 West Dixie Ave., Eliza-
bethtown, Kentucky. The
hearings will be held to con-
sider the following:

Assignment of a zoning dis-
trict classification for a pro-
posed annexation of proper-
ties presently in Hardin
County at 1615 St. John Rd.
Parcel Number 185-00-00-044
Hearing No. 2026-PC-10

Text Amendments of the
Elizabethtown Zoning Ordin-
ance relating to the National
Register Historic District
Overzone.
Hearing No. 2026-PC-11

until 2013.

Miami Marlins manager
Clayton McCullough believes
the ABS issue is a different
animal. He’s watching the
trends and doesn’t believe the
higher walk rate is here to stay.

‘Who knows? The next five
months will tell the tale.

“I think that we’ll get to a
point where it gets close and

stabilizes to what it’s been,
where relievers are walking
around 10%. Starters are going
to be more around 8%,”
McCullough said. “My
hypothesis sitting here now
early in the year is that by the
time the season ends, (walk
rates) will look very much like
they have, say the last several
seasons.”

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that the City of Elizabethtown will receive
sealed bids for “Wastewater Chemical Supplies” at the office of

the City Clerk, City Hall, 3rd Floor, 200 West Dixie Avenue, P.O.
Box 550, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42702 until 10:00 a.m. EST
on May 6, 2026, at which time they will be publicly opened and
read aloud. Specifications and bid forms may be obtained from
the City Clerk's office at the address listed above.

The City of Elizabethtown reserves the right to reject any and all
bids or to let the contract as a whole or for any part, and to waive
any informalities or irregularities in the bids received.

/S/ The Honorable Jeffery H. Gregory, Mayor
Attest: Jessica J. Graham, City Clerk

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that the City of Elizabethtown will re-
ceive sealed bids for the North Main Street Phase Il Sidewalk
Improvements project at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 3rd
floor, 200 West Dixie Avenue, P.O. Box 550, Elizabethtown, Ken-
tucky 42702 until 10:00 AM local time on Wednesday, May 13th,
2026, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The successful bidder shall provide performance and payment
bonds, proof of insurance and licenses as specified. Digital
plans, specifications, and bid forms may be obtained from the
City’s Engineering Department. (270-763-4218). Digital plans
and specifications will be provided at no charge.

The scope of the project generally consists of providing all
labor, equipment, materials, supplies, tools and supervision ne-
cessary to reconstruct approximately 2,300 feet of sidewalk, curb
and gutter, and street intersection improvements.

The City of Elizabethtown reserves the right to reject any and
all bids or to let the contract as a whole or for any part, and to
waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received.

/s/ Jeffrey H. Gregory, Mayor
Attest: Jessica Graham, City Clerk
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m MERCHANDISE

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-888-513-
0453

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138

Sav

/W THE CLASSIFIEDS

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

End your tax worries today. Let
us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high
tax amounts? Our A+ tax pro-
fessionals can help. Call for a
FREE consultation. Call Prior-
ity Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

For Sale, Caneyville KY
Plants, (vegetables, herbs, and
flowers) (Baskets and
containers) Quantity discounts
available. Open Mar 14th-Mid
June. Watch for signs. Closed
on Sundays and Ascension
Day (May 14)

Found Wallet around end of
January this year in Seven Hills
Area Owensboro KY

Call 2702312607

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located 2
mile from |-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

HOME BREAK-INS take less

than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Inflation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Jenny's House Cleaning, 30
Years Experience,
Excellent References
Call 270-880-8804

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Omaha Steaks - World Fam-
ous Perfection! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to your door!
Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY
$99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA
or visit www.omahasteaks.com/
Savory3148

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It's a power
move.

Repairing or replacing appli-
ances and home systems like
heating and cooling can be
costly. A home warranty plan
can help. Start saving and get
30% off any plan today. Work-
manship Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-866-384-8998

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539

Struggling with debt? If you

have over $15,000 in debt we

help you be debt free in as little

as 24-48 months. Pay nothing

to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
A tervible thing happens

0268
Wwhen you don't advertise ... NOTHING

Run an ad in your Classifieds TODAY

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

PETS

Jasper IN -
Cavapoo puppies,
Hypoallergenic
Great Family dog,
Shots, wormed
Health guaranteed
References available.
Text or call and leave msg
812 559 1506

Ft. Knox- AUSTRALIAN
SHEPHERD yellow male, 6
mo., very sweet, good watch
dog, Price discounted to $575,
registered and shots. Call/Text
270-287-1150

Tiny Morkie Girls
Ready Now and
Yorkies Ready Soon
Call or Text 270-230-6000

Mauckport- Shih Tzu $400
and up, Cavapoos (red) $300
and up, Toy Poodles $300 and
up. Please Call (812)732-4769

Fill Your Purse Through
%~ the Classifieds (>

"PUPPIES !!

—

AUSTRALIAN
SHEPHERDS
12wks, pure bred, 1st shots
& wormed, smart,

good
watch dogs, beautiful mark-
ings, ready for new homes.
Standard sized 40 -50lbs,
Prices Slashed- Yellow boy
($760) $450; Red Tri boy,
amber eyes, ($856) $650,
Red & Blue Merles ($+256)
$675 m/f, blue eyes.
Call/Text 270-287-1150

FARM

Lewisport

FREE HAY - 50 plus acres of
clover/fescue hay available for
harvest. Person to cut and bale
plus maintain acreage. 12421
US 60 E-Lewisport,KY.
270-993-9502

STRAWBERRIES

FOR SALE
$14.00 per gallon.
already picked, Head
Lettuce, Green Onions
Ben & Wilbur Miller,
716 Upton Road.
Upton, Ky 42784.
Open Mon., Wed., Fri.

m MERCHANDISE

Big Clifty, Ky
BURKHEAD'S
GREENHOUSE

Come check out our
beautiful selection of
bedding plants, hanging
baskets, and large
variety of vegetable plants
and garden seeds.
Mon - Fri. 9am-5pm EST
& Sat., 9am - 3pm. EST
128 Burkhead Road
Big Clifty, KY
(270) 401-3435
(No pets allowed)
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AWAY WI'I'II A BARGAIN

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

dirt bikes, mowers &

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,

zero turns,
golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and
side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR
RENT

Apartments & Townhouses

One and Two Bedroom

Available in Elizabethtown
& Radcliff
Call 270-765-7436
or 270-268-0825

Open
all year.
Drop In
anytime.

Although we're
most visible during the
holiday season, we help
those in need through
every season. Last vear
alone, with vour support,
we helped more than
26 million individuals.
So please give to The
Salvation Army now and
throughout the year.

MEED KNOWS NO SEASON




