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Dodgers shatter MLB's spending record at $515 million

BY RONALD BLUM
AP BASEBALL WRITER

NEW YORK The
Dodgers shattered Major
League Baseball’s spending
record with a combined $515
million in payroll and luxury
tax last year en route to their
second straight World Series
title, according to final figures
compiled by the commissioner’s
office, and Los Angeles is
projected for the highest total
again in 2026.

Los Angeles’ 2025 spending
included records for payroll
at $345.3 million and tax of
$1694 million for a total of $514.6
million. Despite several con-
tracts discounted to reflect
deferred payments, the
Dodgers’ total was seven times
the $68.7 million payroll of the
Miami Marlins, the lowest-
spending team, and more than
the payrolls of the bottom six
clubs combined.

Spending by the Dodgers
last year topped the previous
high of $430.4 million by the
2024 New York Mets — and
Los Angeles’ total didn’t include
the $6.5 million signing bonus
given pitcher Roki Sasaki as
part of a minor league contract.

The Mets and Dodgers
combined to spend $948.3
million. The ratio of the five
highest spenders to the
five lowest increased from 3.6
in 2021 to a record-high 4.7
last year.

The Dodgers in 2025 ended
the Mets’ three-year streak
as the top payroll, boosted by
$8.5 million in earned bonuses
by retiring ace Clayton Ker-
shaw.

Los Angeles’ total would
have been about $71 million
higher but for the use of
deferred money for seven
players that resulted in dis-
counting for their payroll
calculations. Shohei Ohtani

C

counts at $28.2 million because
$68 million of his $70 million
salary last year isn’t due until
2035.

The Mets finished second
in payroll at $342.1 million and
with tax had a total spend of
$433.7 million.

In the first five seasons after
owner Steve Cohen bought the
team, the Mets spent $1.44
billion without winning a title:
$1.11 billion in payroll and $320
million in tax.

Both the Mets and Dodgers
exceeded the previous record-
high payroll set by the 2024
Mets at $333.3 million.

Lois Angeles is projected as
of MLB'’s opening-day figures
to lead in 2026 spending with
a $323.3 million payroll for its
40-man roster and a $163.7
million tax for a $487.1 million
total. The Mets began with a
record payroll at $358 4 million
and have a projected tax of
$124.1 million for a $482.5
million spend.

Cleveland has the lowest
opening day 40-man payroll this
year at $75.5 million.

Total spending, based on
regular payrolls, rose 3.1% to
$5.32 billion last year from $5.16
billion in 2024 and has

GARAGE SALE

Multi Family
Garage Sale
1100 Amanda Jo Dr. E-town
April 17 & 18 8am to 1pm
Lots of clothes, mostly infant &
children's, shoes of all sizes,
some toys, holiday items &,
many new items.

GARAGE SALE

Huge 5 Party Yard Sale
102 Laurel Court - Etown
Friday 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 12pm
Clothes (Men's, Women's,
Kid's), Shoes, Household
Items, TV, 2 Entertainment
Centers, Treadmill,
Tools, Tool Chest,

& Much More

increased 31.3% in four seasons
under the current labor contract
from $4.05 billion in 2021.

Those figures do not include
the $50 million annual pre-
arbitration bonus pool that
began in the 2022 collective
bargaining agreement or
allocations for benefits, which
are included in MLB’s luxury
tax payrolls.

Among luxury tax payrolls,
eight teams began 2026 over
the $244 million tax threshold.
The Dodgers ($415.2 million),
Mets (8379.2 million) and New
York Yankees ($339.6 million)
were followed by Toronto
($319.5 million), Philadelphia
(83152 million), Boston (3263.7
million), San Diego ($260.1
million) and Atlanta (8247.9
million).

The Chicago Cubs started
$25,000 under and Detroit $2.5
million below. Payrolls increase
and decrease during the season
due to trades and roster moves.

The Yankees finished 2025
with the third-highest regular
payroll at $301.5 million, fol-
lowed by Philadelphia (3291.9
million), AL champion Toronto

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Notice is hereby given that the City of Elizabethtown will re-
ceive sealed bids for the Commerce Drive Gas Main Relocation

(8253.1 million), Houston
(8236.4 million) and Texas
($229.9 million).

Four of the top five spenders
reached the playoffs, except
the Mets, along with teams
whose payrolls ranked ninth,
10th, 12th, 15th, 17th, 22nd,
23rd and 25th.

The Dodgers boosted payroll
the most in 2025 at $74.4 million.
Other teams with big 2025
increases were Detroit ($61.9
million), Baltimore ($60.2
million to $165.6 million), San
Diego ($45.6 million to $217.6
million), Philadelphia ($42.8
million) and Toronto ($34.7
million).

Fifteen teams cut payroll
from 2024 to 2025, led by the
Chicago White Sox (by $66.1
million to $87.9 million), St.
Louis ($39.3 million to $139.1
million), Miami ($29.4 million
to $68.8 million) and San
Francisco (by $28 million to
$182.9 million). The Cardinals
have further slashed payroll
to $102.3 million on opening
day this year, and that includes
about $47.4 million attributable
to trades involving three players

project at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 3rd floor, 200
West Dixie Avenue, P.O. Box 550, Elizabethtown, Kentucky
42702 until 10:00 AM local time on Wednesday, April 29th,
2026, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The successful bidder shall provide performance and payment
bonds, proof of insurance and licenses as specified. Digital
plans, specifications, and bid forms may be obtained from the
City’s Engineering Department. (270-763-4218). Digital plans
and specifications will be provided at no charge.

The scope of the project generally consists of providing all
labor, equipment, materials, supplies, tools and supervision ne-
cessary to install approximately 2,500 LF of 8” natural gas main.

The City of Elizabethtown reserves the right to reject any and
all bids or to let the contract as a whole or for any part, and to
waive any informalities or irregularities in the bids received.

/sl Jeffrey H. Gregory, Mayor
Attest: Jessica Graham, City Clerk

no longer with the Cardinals:
Nolan Arenado, Sonny Gray
and Willson Contreras.

The Yankees cut payroll by
$9.4 million from 2024 to 2025
and have raised it to $302.8
million this year.

Eleven teams topped $200
million in 2025, matching the
record set in 2023. Five teams
were below $100 million, one
more than the record-low in
2024.

Regular payrolls for last year
are based on 2025 salaries,
earned bonuses and prorated
shares of signing bonuses and
non-cash compensation for 40-
man rosters. Deferred salaries
and bonus payments are
discounted to present-day
values, and termination pay,
option buyouts and cash

consider the following:
Hearing No. 2026-BZA-22
Hearing No. 2026-BZA-23
Hearing No. 2026-BZA-24
Hearing No. 2026-BZA-25
Hearing No. 2026-BZA-26
Hearing No. 2026-BZA-27
25'to 15’ At 226 West Poplar

Hearing No. 2026-BZA-28

North Mulberry Street
Hearing No. 2026-BZA-29

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Elizabethtown Board of Zon-
ing Adjustment will hold public hearings on Tuesday, May 5,
2026 at 4:00 p.m. at the City Council Chambers, 212 W. Dixie
Ave., Elizabethtown, Kentucky. The hearings will be held to

A conditional use permit request to allow a non-owner occupied
short term rental for property located at 1317 Farmingdale Dr.

A conditional use permit request to allow a non-owner occupied
short term rental for property located at 1315 Farmingdale Dr.

A conditional use permit request to allow a non-owner occupied
short term rental for property located at 1313 Farmingdale Dr.

A conditional use permit request to allow a non-owner occupied
short term rental for property located at 605 Balmoral Dr.

A conditional use permit request to allow a non-owner occupied
short term rental for property located at 411 Lexington Ave.

A conditional use permit request to allow a non-owner occupied
short term rental for property located at 323 Strawberry Ally.

A variance request to reduce secondary front yard setback from

A variance request to reduce the secondary front yard setback
from 40' to 20’ and the side yard setback from 20’ to 5’ at 701

transactions among clubs are
accounted for.

MLB calculated the average
salary as of Aug. 31, the last
day before active rosters
expanded to 26, at $4,611,595.
The players’ association, using
a slightly different methodology,
arrived at $4,721,393,

Luxury tax is based on
payrolls with average annual
values that include benefits and
the pre-arbitration bonus pool.
The players’ association doesn’t
think tax payments should be
used in measuring disparity
because half the tax money
goes to a commissioner’s
discretionary fund distributed
among teams eligible to receive
revenue-sharing money which
have grown their non-media
local revenue.
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FARM

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
- Only $99! 100% guar-

Special
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-

tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-

day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More

than 1.5 million happy custom-

ers. Call Audien 1-888-513-
0453

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-

able prices - No payments for

18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138

Sav

/W THE CLASSIFIEDS

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

End your tax worries today. Let
us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high
tax amounts? Our A+ tax pro-
fessionals can help. Call for a
FREE consultation. Call Prior-
ity Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Omaha Steaks - World Fam-
ous Perfection! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to your door!
Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY
$99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA
or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Sa-
vory3148

For Sale, Caneyville KY
Plants, (vegetables, herbs, and
flowers) (Baskets and
containers) Quantity discounts
available. Open Mar 14th-Mid
June. Watch for signs. Closed
on Sundays and Ascension
Day (May 14)

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located 2
mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

HOME BREAK-INS take less

than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Inflation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Fill Your Purse Through
%~ the Classifieds (>

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a power
move.

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

Jasper IN -
Cavapoo pup,

6 weeks, Hypoallergenic
Great Family dog,
Shots, wormed
Health guarantee.
References available.
Text or call and leave msg
(812) 559-1506

Ft. Knox- AUSTRALIAN
SHEPHERD yellow male, 6
mo., very sweet, good watch
dog, Price discounted to $575,
registered and shots. Call/Text
270-287-1150

Tiny Morkie Girls
Ready Now and
Yorkies Ready Soon
Call or Text 270-230-6000

"PUPPIES !!

AUSTRALIAN
SHEPHERDS
12wks, pure bred, 1st shots
& wormed, smart, good
watch dogs, beautiful mark-
ings, ready for new homes.
Standard sized 40 -50lbs,
Prices Slashed- Yellow boy
($760) $450; Red Tri boy,
amber eyes, ($850) $650,
Red & Blue Merles ($+250)

$675 m/f, blue eyes.
Call/Text 270-287-1150
A terible thing happens

when you don't advertise ... NOTHI“G

Run an ad in your Classifieds TODAY

(0]50]0 )] REAL ESTATE FOR
RENT

Caneyville-
For Sale, vegetables and
herds, also flowers, basket
and containers.
Quality discounts available.
Open March 14-Mid June
Watch for signs.
Closed on Sundays, Good-
Friday, and Ascension Day
(May 14)
Ellie Miller 3825 Yaeman Rd

Lewisport

FREE HAY - 50 plus acres of
clover/fescue hay available for
harvest. Person to cut and bale
plus maintain acreage. 12421
US 60 E-Lewisport,KY.
270-993-9502

For Rent in Elizabethtown
604 Mcullim
4 Bdr, 2.5 Bath,
Carport & Basement
$1650 Rent/ $1650 Deposit
110 Peachtree St
1 & Half Story, 3 Bdr 1.5 Bath,
Full Car Garage & Basement
$1550 Rent / $1550 Deposit
626 N Miles
3 Bdr, 1 Bath
Carport & Basement
$1550 Rent / $1550 Deposit
Rented & maintained by
Gene Coffey. Contact Gene
Coffey 270-300-7782

One and Two Bedroom

m MERCHANDISE

Apartments & Townhouses
Available in Elizabethtown
& Radcliff
Call 270-765-7436
or 270-268-0825

Big Clifty, Ky

BURKHEAD'S

0800 TRANSPORTATION

GREENHOUSE

2016 Porsche Macan 60,000
miles. For Sale for $25,000.
Please call 270-302-2162 for
more info.

Come check out our
beautiful selection of
bedding plants, hanging
baskets, and large
variety of vegetable plants
and garden seeds.
Mon - Fri. 9am-5pm EST
& Sat., 9am - 3pm. EST
128 Burkhead Road
Big Clifty, KY
(270) 401-3435

(No pets allowed)

ELIZABETHTOWN-
Name Brand Shirts, Shoes,
Pants, & Shorts
Buy One or All! Ideal For

Consignment Store!
Call For Appointment:
10am to 6pm
(502) 435 8394

- 2 Bedroom Mobile Home
For Rent @ Co Fairground
- Stackable Washer & Dryer
- Electric Wheelchair
- Electric Lift Chair
Glendale, KY
(270) 763- 7956

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,
dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,
golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and
side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940

Get The Job Done

Plania/garage
sale'and
advertise
in the
CLASSIFIEDS!




