
Iowa State star Audi Crooks
announced Thursday she is
entering the transfer portal,
making her the fourth starter
and 10th Cyclones player
overall to say they will move
on after a disappointing second
half of the season following
a start that matched the best
in program history.

Crooks, one of the most
popular players in the women’s
game, averaged 25.8 points
per game this season to rank
second in the nation. She
averaged 22.8 points over 99
games in her three seasons
since the Cyclones signed her
out of Algona, Iowa.

“I still believe the grass is
greener where you water
it, and I’ve done that here,”
Crooks said in a social media
post. “It’s why I want you to
hear from me directly that
I have decided to enter the
portal and explore what it
means to take root again in
new ground.”

Crooks follows starters Addy
Brown, Mackenzie Hare and
Jada Williams into the portal
in addition to six reserves.

Arianna Jackson is the only
starter to announce she would
return next season.

Coach Bill Fennelly did not
return a message seeking
comment on the departures.

Athletic director Jamie
Pollard, in a video released
by the school Thursday, said
Fennelly, who turns 69 next
month, would return for a 32nd
season. Pollard attributed the
mass exodus to the state of
college athletics and noted
other women’s basketball
programs are going through
similar upheaval.

“In today’s world, student-

athletes transfer for a lot of
different reasons,” Pollard said.
“Some leave because they’re
searching for more playing
time. Some leave because
they’re homesick. Some leave
because they’re disgruntled.
And now some leave because
they just want the opportunity
to maximize their ability to
receive revenue from the
school they’re at.

“Know this,” he added,
“regardless of why a student-
athlete leaves Iowa State, we’ll
always wish them well and
thank them for their time as
a Cyclone.”

The two-week portal window
for women’s basketball begins
Monday, and Pollard said the
Cyclones’ fan support, history
and coaching staff will make
Iowa State an attractive
destination.

“And know this,” Pollard
said, “our coaches will have
more than enough revenue-
share dollars to be able to
attract some of the best student-
athletes possible.”

The Cyclones were picked
second in the Big 12 preseason
coaches’ poll, started 14-0 to
match the 2013-14 team for
the best start and were ranked
No. 10 for five straight weeks.
They then dropped five straight
games and went on to tie for
seventh in the conference at
10-8. They were a No. 8 seed
in the NCAA Tournament and
lost their opener to No. 9 seed
Syracuse 72-63.

Crooks is the biggest name
in the portal so far. She is a
three-time All-Big 12 first-team
pick and has scored in double
figures in 98 straight games,
the nation’s longest active

streak.
She caught the nation’s

attention as a freshman when
she scored 40 points in an
NCAA Tournament win over
Maryland. Nearly unstoppable
in the low post, she scored
at least 30 points in 17 games
in three seasons and went over
40 five times this season on
her way to making the
Associated Press All-America
second-team.

Off the court, Crooks
attracted crowds for her
willingness to engage with fans.
She landed name, image and
likeness deals with the Iowa
Pork Producers, US Cellular
and a number of other
sponsors and used some of
her earnings to buy new
uniforms for her high school,
Bishop Garrigan in Algona,
and support other local causes.

Audi Crooks latest in mass exodus for Iowa State team
BY ERIC OLSON
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Iowa State center Audi Crooks (55) has announced that she will be transferring. Ten
members of the women's team plan to enter the NCAA portal.

PITTSBURGH — The
Konnor Griffin Era will
begin on Friday in Pittsburgh.

The Pirates are calling up
the 19-year-old shortstop,
the consensus choice as the
top prospect in baseball, in time
for today’s home opener against
the Baltimore Orioles.

The question when the
season started last week wasn’t
if Griffin would make his big-
league debut this year, but when.
The wait wasn’t long as Griffin
hit .438 (7 for 16) with three
doubles, an RBI and three stolen
bases at Triple-A Indianapolis.

The 6-foot-3 Griffin, taken with
the ninth overall pick in the 2024
first-year player draft, has
rocketed through Pittsburgh’s
farm system. He batted .333
with 21 home runs, 94 RBIs
and 65 stolen bases in 122
combined games between
Single-A and Double-A in 2025.

Griffin earned an invitation
to Pittsburgh’s big-league camp
and was among the last cuts
before the opening day roster
was set. While he showcased
his power by smashing three
home runs during Grapefruit
League play — the most by
a teenager in spring training
in at least two decades —
he also struck out more than
a dozen times.

The Pirates broke camp with
Jared Triolo at shortstop and
Nick Gonzales at third base.
The addition of Griffin likely
means Triolo — a Gold Glove
winner as a utility player —
will be shifted to third.

While Pittsburgh has been
in talks with Griffin about a
lengthy contract extension that
would in essence buy out his
arbitration years in advance,
a source told the AP the
decision to call him up was not
dependent on an agreement
being reached.

Griffin will be joining a team
off to a 3-3 start after taking two
of three in Cincinnati. The Pirates
are anchored by one of the best
young starting rotations in the
majors, led by reigning Cy
Young winner Paul Skenes, who
picked up his first victory of the
season on Wednesday.

Pittsburgh upgraded its
offense in the offseason, trading
for All-Star second baseman
Brandon Lowe and signing first
baseman/outfielder Ryan
O’Hearn and designated hitter
Marcell Ozuna in free agency.

Lowe already has three
homers this season for the
Pirates, whose 10 home runs
through six games are tied with
the Los Angeles Angels for most
in the majors. Pittsburgh finished
dead last in homers by a wide
margin last season.

Pirates call up teen

shortstop for home opener
BY WILL GRAVES
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0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy custom-
ers. Call Audien 1-888-513-
0453

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

End your tax worries today. Let
us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high
tax amounts? Our A+ tax pro-
fessionals can help. Call for a
FREE consultation. Call Prior-
ity Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located ½
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Inflation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Omaha Steaks - World Fam-
ous Perfection! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to your door!
Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY
$99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA
or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Sa-
vory3148
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’s a power
move.
Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539
Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

0100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011
YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

0300 PETS

Tiny Morkie Girls
Ready Now and

Yorkies Ready Soon
Call or Text 270-230-6000

0400 FARM

For Sale
Ford Tractor Diesel 3600

Series - Good Tires
--------------------------------------
256 New Holland Hay Rake
--------------------------------------

Post Hole Digger
--------------------------------------

Bobcat Trailer
--------------------------------------
No Text Call: 502-203-2086

HAY FOR SALE
Round bales, barn stored, $45

each. Carrollton area.
Call (330) 635-2460.

0500 MERCHANDISE

OWENSBORO- 3 Brand New
Replacement Windows, 35-
3/4 X53-1/4, 2 tan and 1 white.
$125 each firm. (270)929-0125

ELIZABETHTOWN-
Name Brand Shirts, Shoes,

Pants, & Shorts
Buy One or All! Ideal For

Consignment Store!
Call For Appointment:

10am to 6pm
(502) 435 8394

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

RADCLIFF-
1 Bedroom Apartments,

Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.

Deposits Required
270-351-5838
270-390-5185

PATRONVILLE, IN
(LOCATED 5 MILES FROM

DOWNTOWN OWENSBORO)
3 BEDROOM, TWO BATH
> 1800 SQ FT
HOME IN ESTABLISHED
SUBDIVISION
GREAT SCHOOL DISTRICT
COUNTRY LIVING
SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY
812 457 0888

RADCLIFF- 3BR, 1.5 bath,
townhouse, finished basement,
deck, storage building, fenced
in yard, private drive, laundry
room, all appliances, C/A &
heat. $1650/mo section 8 wel-
come. (270)268-2880 or mes-
sage/txt at (270)304-4485

Calhoun- Sandefur Manor
Apts 680 W. 3rd St. Calhoun,
Now accepting applications for
1, 2 & 3 BR Apts. Now Avail-
able. Water furnished. Rent &
deposit based on income. Call

270-273-5913 or pick-up an
application between 8am &
4pm on Wednesdays or call

270-686-7090 for application.

Equal Housing Opportunity.

ARE YOU DREADING
SPRING CLEANING?
Place a garage sale ad and let 

your neighbors take it all
away for you!

Request for Bids

The City of Radcliff is
accepting bids for the

resurfacing of City streets
until 10:00 a.m. on April 13th,
2026 at which time they will be

publicly opened and read.
Bidding documents and
specifications may be

obtained from the City of
Radcliff’s City Hall or by
calling (270) 351-4714.
Electronic copy can be

obtained by e-mailing the City
Engineer Dept., David Curry,
at David.curry@radcliffky.gov
Resurfacing shall consist of
approximately 4,500 tons of

asphalt for city streets.
The City of Radcliff is an

equal opportunity employer
in compliance with the laws
prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of race, color, sex,
age, marital status, religion,
national origin, disability or
any other legally protected

status.
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