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Falcons rookie maintains i innocence in 5 felony charges

BY CHARLES ODUM
AP SPORTS WRITER

ATILANTA — The attorney
for Atlanta Falcons rookie James
Pearce Jr. says Pearce
“maintains his innocence” as
he faces five felony charges
following his arrest near Miami
on Saturday night.

Pearce's charges include
fleeing police after what Doral
police said was a domestic
dispute with WNBA player
Rickea Jackson. Pearce was
arrested after crashing his car.
His charges include two counts
of aggravated battery with a
deadly weapon and aggravated
stalking.

According to details of the
arrest in the complaint/arrest
affidavit obtained by The
Associated Press from the
Miami-Dade County state
attorney's office on Monday,
Pearce allegedly refused an initial
order from police to “get on
the floor” when they responded
to the report of the domestic

dispute. The police account says
Pearce then drove away and
hit a police officer's left knee
with his Lamborghini
“intentionally in an attempt to
evade arrest.”

According to the police
account of the arrest, Pearce
wrecked his vehicle and then
continued in his attempt to elude
police by running before being
apprehended following a “short
struggle.”

The police account said
Jackson told police she ended
the relationship with Pearce after
three years and blocked his
phone number before Pearce
continued to contact her by
using a different number.

According to the police
account, Jackson told police she
attempted to drive away from
Pearce and was driving toward
the Doral police station to seek
help when Pearce “intentionally
collided into the rear of her
vehicle with his SUV” before
police arrived.

Pearce posted bond of
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Atlanta Falcons linebacker James Pearce Jr. (27) is
interviewed after an NFL football game against the New
Orleans Saints, on Jan. 4 in Atlanta.

$20,500 Sunday at the Turner
Guilford Knight Correctional
Center.

“We look forward to working
with the State Attorney’s office
in fully investigating this case
and uncovering the truth,"
Pearce's attorney, Jacob Nunez,
said in a statement released to
The Associated Press on

Monday.

"Mr. Pearce maintains his
innocence and urges the public
to understand that while alle-
gations have the power to shape
anarrative, that it is hardly the
full, complete story. We look
forward to vigorously defending
our client and remain confident
that he will continue contributing

positively to both his team and
the community he serves so
well.”

Nunez declined further
comment.

Pearce was given a pre-trial
stay-away order from Jackson.
Pearce and Jackson's rela-
tionship began when both
played at Tennessee. Jackson
sat beside Pearce at the 2025
NFL draft.

The Falcons said in a
statement Saturday they are
aware of the arrest. “We are
in the process of gathering more
information and will not have
any further comment on an open
legal matter at this time,” the
team said.

The charges could threaten
Pearce's future with the team.

"The Falcons traded their 2026
firstround draft pick to the Los
Angeles Rams for the No. 26
overall pick in last year's draft
used to select Pearce. He then
set a Falcons rookie record with
a team-leading 10 1/2 sacks.
The Falcons set a team record

with 57 sacks, one year after
finishing next to last in the league
with only 31.

Despite the improved pass
rush, the Falcons finished 8-
9 for their eighth consecutive
losing season. Second-year
coach Raheem Morris and
general manager Terry Fontenot
were fired. New president of
football Matt Ryan has helped
reshape the team's leadership,
including the hirings of coach
Kevin Stefanski and general
manager Ian Cunningham.

Ryan, Cunningham and
Stefanski already faced difficult
offseason decisions, including
the possible release of veteran
quarterback Kirk Cousins
despite starter Michael Penix
Jr’s uncertain status for the start
of the season as he recovers
from a knee injury. Pearce's
arrest and uncertain legal
ramifications add significant
difficulty to the challenge of
building the team's first winning
season and playoff appearance
since 2017.
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in 59% of the bets and 53%
of the money.

The total closed at 45.5,
with the under hitting. The
under took in 55% of the bets
and 50% of the money.

Walker was +400 to win
the MVP award and was the
fourth-most popular player
in terms of number of bets
(6.3%) and fourth-most money
(5.3%).

Seattle tight end A.J.
Barner scored the first
touchdown. He was +1200
and was the fifth-most bet
player to score the first
touchdown.

The five most popular
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Seattle Seahawks quarterback Sam Darnold (14) throws
a pass under pressure from New England Patriots
defensive tackle Christian Barmore (90) during the
first half of the NFL Super Bowl 60 football game on

Sunday in Santa Clara, Calif.

player props to win that went
over were: Maye over 35.5

rush yards (-110), Walker
IIT over 20.5 receiving yards

(-120), Maye over 0.5
interceptions thrown (-140),
Cooper Kupp over 3.5
receptions (+120) and
TreVeyon Henderson over
3.5 receiving yards (-130).
The five most popular
player props to win that went
under were: Stefon Diggs
under 4.5 receptions made
(+105), Jaxon Smith-Njigha
under 91.5 receiving yards
(-110), Rhamondre Stevenson
under 14.5 rushing attempts
(-140), Sam Darnold under
117.5 first half passing yards
(-115) and Maye under 6.5
rushing attempts (+105).

UPSET OF THE WEEK

Chris Gotterup shot a final-
round 64 to force a playoff
against Hideki Matsuyama
at the WM Phoenix Open.

He then birdied the first
playoff hole to earn his second
win of the season. Entering
the event, he was +4000 to
win and took in 3.5% of the
bets and 1.5% of the money.

COMING UP

As soon as the NFL season,
the odds for next year’s Super
Bowl winner were released.

The Seahawks are the
favorites at +800, followed
the Rams at +900, the Ravens
and Bills at +1200, and the
Packers and Eagles at +1400.

Up next are the Lions,
Chiefs, Chargers and Patriots
at +1600, the 49ers at +1700
and the Broncos, Texans and
Jaguars at +2000.

This column was provided
to The Associated Press by
BetMGM online sportsbook.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

Notice is hereby given that
the Elizabethtown Planning
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 24, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at
the Pritchard Community Cen-
ter, located at 404 South Mul-
berry Street, Elizabethtown,
Kentucky. The hearing will be
held to consider the following:

A Zoning Map Amendment
request to change the zoning
classification from R-1 Sub-
urban Residential to C-3 Re-
gional Commercial and R-6
High Density Residential for
property located at 707 St.
John Rd.

Hearing No. 2026-PC-02
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AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for
your service, call now for a free
quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentuck

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982
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DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located ? mile
from I-64 Lawrenceburg exit
53A. Electric, water, gas, utilit-
ies and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-877-581-3053
today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

HOME BREAK-INS take less

than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
707 a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Inflation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’'s a power
move.

Recovery/Reentry Assistant
Director EKCEP seeks leader
for recovery workforce initiat-
ives. Bachelor’s + 1-3 yrs exp
reg. Must have strong public
speaking and communication
skills. Remote eligible with
travel. Full benefits included.
Learn more at ekcep.org. Ap-
ply: spoff@ekcep.org by
2/13/26. EOE.

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539
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Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and

SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,
dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,
golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and
side by sides.
Call or text

270-766-9940

8793

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR
RENT

no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-440-0399

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
I1S! No repairs. No fuss. Any

RADCLIFF-

1 Bedroom Apartments,
Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.
Deposits Required
270-351-5838
270-390-5185

condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-

(0)y40]0 )l REAL ESTATE FOR
SALE

fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

4 burial plots in North Hardin
Memorial Gardens in Radcliff,
Ky. Located in the Garden of
Hope — Section 3, Lot
#223, plots 1-2-3-4.
These are in a great location,

close drive-by access & close

to an entrance. I'm selling for
$1000 each.
Chele Sterban
615-243-7110

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free

Elizabethtown- For Sale
Custom Build Brick Home
$380,000 Call 270-765-0908

travel designed for mature trav-

elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

eyt NOTHING

Run an ad in your Classifieds TODAY

SMART

The smart buyer
shops the
Classified

first!

DON'T LOSE <27 2/

YOUR NEWSPAPER RELIES ON YOU

SO YOU CAN RELY ON IT!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH EVENTS AND NEWS FROM YOUR
AREA BY SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER, AND
SUPPORTING YOUR COMMUNITY.




