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in November.

According to the indict-
ment unsealed Thursday,
fixers started with two games
in the Chinese Basketball
Association in 2023 and,
successful there, moved on
to rigging NCAA games as
recently as January 2025.

The fixers’ scheme grew
to involve more than 39
players on more than 17
different NCAA Division I
men’s basketball teams, who
then rigged and attempted
to rig more than 29 games,
prosecutors said. They
wagered millions of dollars,
generating “substantial
proceeds” for themselves,
and paid hundreds of
thousands of dollars to
players in bribes, prosecutors
said, with payments to players
typically ranging from
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NCAA logo displayed on the fence before an NCAA
softball game between Jacksonville and FGCU, March
24, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla.

$10,000 to $30,000 per game.

Four of the players
charged — Simeon Cottle,
Carlos Hart, Oumar Koureissi
and Camian Shell — played
for their current teams in
the last few days, although
the allegations against them
do not involve this season.

Calling it an “international

criminal conspiracy,” U.S.
Attorney David Metcalf told
reporters in Philadelphia that
this case represents a
“significant corruption of the
integrity of sports.” The
indictment suggests that
many others — including
unnamed players — had a
role in the scheme but

weren't charged, and Metcalf
said the investigation was
continuing.

Of the defendants, 15
played basketball for Division
I NCAA schools during 2024-
25 season, prosecutors say.
Five others last played in
the NCAA in the 2023-24
season while another, former
NBA player Antonio Blak-
eney, played in the Chinese
Basketball Association in the
2022-23 season.

The remaining five
defendants were described
as “fixers” who recruited
players and placed bets. They
include two men who
prosecutors say worked in
the training and development
of basketball players. Another
was a trainer and former
coach, one was a former
NCAA player and two were
described as gamblers,
influencers and sports
handicappers.

One fixer, reassuring
another fixer, texted him

that there are no guarantees
“in this world but death taxes
and Chinese basketball,”
court papers said.

At the end of the Chinese
Basketball Association's 2022-
23 season, fixers put nearly
$200,000 in bribe payments
and shared winnings from
rigged games into Blakeney's
storage locker in Florida,
authorities said.

Players also helped fix
games by recruiting other
players, authorities said. In
many instances, the
defendants’ wagers on the
rigged games were suc-
cessful. “The sportsbooks
would not have paid out those
wagers had they known that
the defendants fixed those
games,” the indictment said.

The charges, filed in
federal court in Philadelphia,
include bribery, wire fraud
and conspiracy.

One betting scandal after
another has rocked the sports
world, where gambling

revenue topped $11 billion
for the first three-quarters
of last year, according to
the American Gaming
Association. That’s up more
than 13% from the prior year,
the group said.

The indictment follows a
series of NCAA investigations
that led to at least 10 players
receiving lifetime bans this
year for bets that sometimes
involved their own teams
and their own performances.
And the NCAA has said that
at least 30 players have been
investigated over gambling
allegations. More than 30
people were also charged
in last year’s sprawling federal
takedown of illegal gambling
operations linked to pro-
fessional basketball.

Levy reported from Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. Associated
Press writer Maryclaire Dale in
Philadelphia contributed.
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himself, and I think that's a good
lesson for other student-athletes
to see or the next genera-
tion around the country — that
it's not all about you.”

Still, it's hard to ignore the

results.

Mendoza leads the nation
with 41 TD passes, a school
record. He's the first Indiana
player to win the Heisman and
just the third quarterback to
lead the Hoosiers to a Big Ten
crown. He's now the favorite
to be the first draft pick in April,
and he finds himself squarely
in the middle of perhaps the

most astounding two-year
turnarounds in sports history.

Yet here Mendoza stands,
one win away from delivering
the first 16-0 season in major
college football since the 1890s,
and all he wants to do is share
the spotlight with everyone
around him.

“It's been a great journey,
I believe, for all of us,” Mendoza

said. “I still remember when
I was in the transfer portal,
Coach Cignetti said, ‘Hey, if
you’re going to come here,
you're going to develop into
a hell of a quarterback, and it
wasn't about, at that point, hey,
I'm going to promise you a
national championship.' It was
you’re going to develop and
have that belief.”
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HOW THIS SCHEME
ALLEGEDLY WORKED
Prosecutors say players involved could
manipulate a game, and therefore the
bets related to it, by intentionally
underperforming. Gamblers working
with those players could then place wagers
based on “higher degree of cer-

or fall short of the spread, according

to the indictment.

For example, the indictment charges
former college and NBA player Antonio
Blakeney with taking payments from
two high-stakes gamblers to underperform
while in the Chinese Basketball
Association during the 2022-23 season.

In one such game in March 2023,
Blakeney scored roughly 21 points below
his scoring average and his team lost
by 31. That covered the spread for the
favored opponent so fixers could win

tainty” as to whether a team would cover

C

most of their bets, according to the

indictment.

Fixers later recruited college players
to help ensure their teams failed to cover
the spread either for the first half or
an entire game, offering payments typically
ranging from $10,000 to $30,000 per game.

COLLEGE GAMES
THAT WERE IMPACTED
According to the indictment, the
scheme eventually involved more than

SEE KEY/PAGE B8
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES
Lincoln Trail District Health Department is solicitin%lsealed proposals
from qualified architectural firms for the design of tl
Health Center (approximately 3,600 sq ft) located in Hodgenville, KY.
Interested firms must complete a proposal package and submit the
proposal no later than 4:30 pm on January 30, 2026.
All proposals must be clearly marked “Sealed Proposal” and be

Lincoln Trail District Health Department
P.O. Box 2609
108 New Glendale Road
Elizabethtown, KY 42701
For additional information or questions, please visit our website at

Proposals will be publicly opened on February 2, 2026 at 108 New
Glendale Road, Elizabethtown KY at 5:30 pm. In accordance with
procurement policy, the contents of the bids will remain confidential
and will not be disclosed to any potential bidders.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

e LaRue County

Russo, City Clerk.

EMPLOYMENT

POSITION AVAILABLE

The City of Radcliff is now accepting job applications for
Maintenance Crew — Stormwater Department.

Applicants may obtain applications and a complete job descrip-
tion at www.radcliff.org or at Radcliff City Hall, 411 W. Lincoln
Trail Blvd, Radcliff KY 40160 Mon — Fri 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Applications must be submitted to Radcliff City Hall at the ad-
dress above no later than 5:00 p.m., Friday, January 30, 2026.
The City of Radcliff is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Any ap-
plicant who needs an ADA accommodation in the employment
selection process will request the accommodation from Ashley
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CALL TO PLACE YOUR AD IN PRINT AND ONLINE IN KENTUCKY
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AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for
your service, call now for a free
quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (W/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located 2
mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-877-581-3053
today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

Fill Your Purse Through
%~ the Classifieds (>

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

HOME BREAK-INS take less

than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Inflation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’'s a power
move

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-440-0399

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, bag-
gage handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For
a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-
870-5218

THANKS EVERYONE
THAT HELPED SPREAD
THE WORD!
I AM FOUND & HOME
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Yorkies
Ready Now!
Call or Txt 270-230-6000

Classifieds =——
Get The Job Done

Elizabethtown-
Teacup Yorkie
9wks old, all shots and
vaccinations, registered
male pure breed.
Email gibbslanita2@gmail.com

m MERCHANDISE

For Sale: Numerous items;
household, clothing, etc. Pick &
pay what is worth to you. 3436
New Hartford Rd. #3. Available
January 17th, 18th, and 20th.

Free 3 recliners & leather sofa
3436 New Hartford Rd. #3.

Owensboro-
Like new gaming chair $70
Call 270-314-3232

LOOKING TO BUY
4-wheelers,
dirt bikes, mowers &
zero turns,
golf carts & tractors,
trailers, UTV's and
side by sides.

Call or text
270-766-9940

(0]5{0]0 )] REAL ESTATE FOR
RENT

RADCLIFF-

1 Bedroom Apartments,
Efficiency Apartments, RV
Parking Spot For Rent.
Deposits Required
270-351-5838
270-390-5185

JOIN
NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH
CRIME
CHECK

CONTACT YOUR
POLICE, TODAY!

SEARGHING
OR LISTING?

GAR < HOUSE
APARTMENT

JOB © LAND * PET

GARAGE SALE
HOME SERVICES
MERCHANDISE

Find what you're
looking for locally
in the Classifieds!




