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Notice of price increase
effective August 1, 2026

To our loyal subscribers,

For nearly 119 years, The Mountain Eagle has chronicled the life of our 
mountain community — through times of prosperity and hardship, through 
change and uncertainty, and across generations of families in Letcher County 
and the surrounding region.

Each week, The Mountain Eagle serves as the community’s public record — 
publishing the legal notices, government proceedings, criminal and civil court 
proceedings, and public announcements that help keep citizens informed 
about decisions affecting their lives, property, and local institutions.

Since 1957, my family has had the privilege and responsibility of publishing 
this newspaper. We have tried every week to produce a paper worthy of the 
trust our readers place in us and worthy of the long tradition of independent 
local journalism that has defined The Mountain Eagle for more than a century.

In recent years, we have faced repeated increases in postage, printing, and 
other operating costs. During the Covid pandemic, the difficult economic pe-
riod that followed, and the devastating floods that struck our region, we chose 
not to raise subscription rates because we understood the strain many local 
families were under.

We have continued to hold the line as long as we reasonably could. But in 
order to continue producing an independent, locally owned newspaper each 
week, we must now make adjustments to our subscription prices for the first 
time in more than 10 years.

Beginning August 1, 2026, new subscription rates will take effect for print 
and digital subscriptions. Single-copy sales will remain at $1. Subscribers may 
renew or extend existing subscriptions at current rates through July 31, 2026.

Even with these increases, we believe The Mountain Eagle remains one of the 
best values in Kentucky journalism — a locally owned newspaper produced 
every week by people who live here, know this community, and care deeply 
about its future.

Local journalism survives only when communities decide it matters enough 
to support. We are deeply grateful to every reader, subscriber, advertiser, and 
supporter who has helped sustain this newspaper across generations.

Your support makes it possible for us to continue this work.

Ben Gish

Editor & Publisher

The Mountain Eagle

New pricing takes effect August 1, 2026
Subscribers may renew or extend existing subscriptions

at current rates through July 31, 2026.

Prices for local print subscriptions are available to readers in Letcher, Knott,
Leslie, Perry, Pike, Harlan Breathitt, Floyd, Lee, Owsley, and Wolfe counties.

Pricing for all standard digital (online) subscriptions is the same, regarless
of location with the exception of Local and Out-of Area Print/Online combos. 

To extend current subscription or buy a new subscription 
at existing prices, call us at 606-633-2252 or visit our 
website at www.themountaineagle.com and click on the 
“Subscribe” button. Offer good through July 31, 2026.

NEW DENTIST JOINS LEXINGTON FIRM — Dr. Clay 
Sizemore, left, grandson of Michael and Madonna 
Anderson of Letcher County and Les and Betty Size-
more, has joined Eagle Creek Dental in Lexington 
after receiving his Doctor of Dental Medicine degree 
from the University of Kentucky College of Den-
tistry. Sizemore, a Morehead native, is pictured with 
Dr. Ryan White, owner of the practice. Dr. Sizemore 
and his wife Kayleigh have three children.

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE (USPS-366160) is published every 
Wednesday at 41 North Webb Street, Whitesburg, Kentucky 
41858. Benjamin T. Gish is the editor and publisher. Peri-
odical postage paid at Whitesburg, Kentucky. Subscription 
rates: $33.50 a year in Letcher, Leslie, Knott, Perry, Lee, 
Owsley, Breathitt, Floyd, Wolfe, Pike and Harlan Counties. 
$40.50 a year elsewhere. Single copies $1. This is Number 
21 of Volume 119. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to The Mountain Eagle, Box 808, Whitesburg, KY. 41858. 
Telephone: 606-633-2252.

The Kentucky Public Service Commission has 
agreed to reopen part of a case involving Kentucky 
Power Company’s purchase power adjustment, 
decommissioning rider and securitized surcharge, 
but stressed that it has not determined whether the 
utility’s objections to an earlier commission order 
have merit.

In an order entered July 2, the commission granted 
Kentucky Power’s June 17 motion for rehearing for the 
limited purpose of gathering additional information 
before ruling on the company’s request.

Kentucky Power argued that portions of the com-
mission’s May 28 order could prevent the company 
from fully recovering its actual purchase power adjust-
ment costs or could result in overcollections that could 
not be properly returned through its existing account-
ing system. The utility also requested clarification on 
how its securitized surcharge rider should apply to 
charges collected through its decommissioning rider.

After Kentucky Power filed its motion, the commis-
sion granted the company’s request for an informal 
conference, which was held June 25. During that meet-
ing, company representatives provided additional 
information about their accounting procedures, the 
interaction between various rider mechanisms and 
limitations involving the company’s billing software.

Following that conference, the commission con-
cluded that additional information is needed before 
deciding whether any changes or clarification to its 
May 28 order are warranted.

“The Commission finds only that additional infor-
mation is necessary to fully evaluate the issues raised 
before ruling on the substantive requests contained 
in the motion,” the order states.

Commission staff has been directed to issue sup-
plemental requests for information concerning Ken-
tucky Power’s accounting treatment of its purchase 
power adjustment mechanism and the capabilities 
and limitations of its billing software. Kentucky Power 
must respond before the commission considers the 
merits of the company’s motion.

The commission emphasized that granting rehear-
ing does not mean Kentucky Power’s arguments have 
merit or that the May 28 order will be modified.

Instead, commissioners said they simply want a 
more complete evidentiary record before deciding 
whether the company’s request should be granted.

The commission also ordered that all portions of its 
May 28 order that do not conflict with the July 2 order 
will remain in effect while the additional information 
is gathered and reviewed.

The case, No. 2025-00307, is one of several pend-
ing proceedings involving Kentucky Power that have 
been closely followed by eastern Kentucky customers. 
Earlier this year, the commission approved changes to 
the company’s purchase power adjustment, decom-
missioning rider and securitized surcharge as part of 
an ongoing review of how the utility recovers certain 
power supply and plant retirement costs. Last week’s 
order does not change customer rates or approve any 
additional charges but instead reopens the record 
for further review before a final decision is made on 
Kentucky Power’s request for reconsideration.

PSC seeks more 
information in
Ky. Power case

The Letcher County fireman was injured Monday 
fighting a fire in the Kingscreek/Roxana area.

Kingscreek Volunteer Fire Department was paged 
out shortly before 3 p.m. for a pickup truck on fire on 
KY 588, and firefighters from Colson, Sandlick, Letcher 
and other departments also responded. The truck was 
parked near a camping trailer and set it on fire as well.

Colson Volunteer Fire Chief David Bentley, who 
is also a state fire and rescue instructor, was injured 
while fighting the fire, according to other firefighters 
on the scene. Bentley was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital. The severity of his injuries was not confirmed 
at press time on Tuesday, though fire departments 
and individual firefighters in the county were post-
ing support for him and requests for prayer on their 
social media pages. 

Kingscreek fireman
hurt on the job after
pickup fire spreads


