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ty Clerk’s
298-2810.

Under state law, candi-
dates, one representative
of each political party with
candidates on the ballot
and members of the news
media may be present
when the county board ex-
amines voting equipment.

The public test comes
as Martin County voters
prepare to choose nomi-
nees in several contested
races. Republican voters
will see local races for
sheriff, jailer, magistrate
and constable, along with
primaries for U.S. Senate
and U.S. representative in
Kentucky’s 5th Congres-
sional District. Democrat-
ic voters in Martin County
will vote only in the U.S.
Senate primary.

On the Republican bal-
lot, the sheriff’s race in-
cludes Austin Harless,
Tony Preece, William
“Bill” Preece, John Her-
man Kirk and Kristopher
Lang.

The jailer’s race in-
cludes Billy Patrick, Dar-
rell Spence, Buddy Stacy,
Oscar Jude and Nick Mar-
cum.

Republican magistrate
races include Cody Slone
and Matthew Baisden in
District 1; Jason Booger
Jude, Amanda Jude and
Kermit Howell in District
2; Chris Blackburn, Der-
rick Stepp, Tracy Spence
and Craig Haney in Dis-
trict 3; and Eric Jude and
Junior Hunt in District 4.
No District 5 magistrate
race appears on the sample
ballot.

Republican  constable
races include Homer Pick-
le Mills and Bobby Gene
Maynard in District 1;
Randy Lafferty and Ryan
May in District 2; and
Charles Fettle Spear and
Bradford Preece in District
4. No District 3 or District
5 constable race appears
on the sample ballot.

Republican voters also
will choose nominees for
U.S. Senate and U.S. rep-
resentative in Kentucky’s
5th  Congressional Dis-
trict. The Republican U.S.
Senate ballot lists Daniel
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Cameron, Jonathan M.
Holliday, Andy Barr, Nate
Morris, Valerie “Dr. Val”
Frederick, A. Nick Shel-
ley, James D. Duncan, Mi-
chael James Faris, Anissa
O. Cahill, other Donald
Wenzell, Jimmy L. Leon
and George Washington.

The Republican 5th Dis-
trict congressional ballot
lists Kevin Smith, Benja-
min Hurley, Hal Rogers,
Jerry Lee Shelton and
Brandon R. Monhollen.

The Democratic ballot
in Martin County includes
only the U.S. Senate pri-
mary, with Vincent An-
thony Thompson, Amy
McGrath, Dale Lewis
Romans, Charles Booker,
Pamela Stevenson, Josh-
ua Blanton Sr. and Logan
Forsythe listed.

The deadline to request
a mail-in absentee ballot is
11:59 p.m. Tuesday, May
5. Voters who know they
will vote absentee are en-
couraged to request a bal-
lot well before the dead-
line.

The drop box for mail
ballots is located at the
Martin County Govern-
ment Center, 42 Main St.,
Inez.

All  mail-in absentee
ballots must be received
by the county clerk by 6
p.m. Election Day, May
19, to be counted. Election
officials urge voters not to
wait until Election Day to
return absentee ballots.

Excused in-person ab-
sentee voting will be
available May 6, 7, 8, 11,
12 and 13 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Martin County
Clerk’s Office, 42 E. Main
St., Inez.

No-excuse early voting
will be available May 14,
15 and 16 from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. at the Martin Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office.

On Election Day, Tues-
day, May 19, polls will be
open from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
local time.

Election Day polling lo-
cations are Martin County
Middle School in Warf-
ield, Pigeon Roost Com-
munity Center in Lovely,
Inez Elementary School,
Eden Elementary School
and the Martin County
Government Center in

Inez.

Martin County Board of
Elections members James
Ayers and Susie Skyles
recently reminded vot-
ers that Kentucky’s voter
identification law will be
strictly enforced this year.

“The big one is the vot-
er ID requirement,” Ayers
said. “This is the first year
that it will be very strictly
enforced.”

Ayers said voters gener-
ally must present identifi-
cation showing their name
and photograph, such as a
Kentucky driver’s license
or state-issued ID. Ex-
pired IDs may be accept-
ed if they still include the
voter’s name and photo.
Student IDs and military
IDs with photographs also
may qualify.

Limited exemptions ex-
ist for voters who cannot
obtain a photo ID. How-
ever, Ayers said voters still
must present some form of
identification.

“They still have to have
something,” Ayers said.
“They can’t just show up
and say, ‘I'm John Doe,’
without some kind of iden-
tifying document.”

Skyles said she is espe-
cially concerned about el-
derly residents who do not
drive and may not yet have
a photo ID.

Ayers also noted that
this year’s U.S. Senate
race is unusual because
the seat is open with Sen.
Mitch McConnell’s retire-
ment.

“The last time that hap-
pened was 2010 when
Senator Bunning retired,”
Ayers said. “The time be-
fore that was 1998, when
Wendell Ford retired, and
Bunning ran for his spot.
This specific Senate seat
hasn’t been open since the
1960s. They don’t move
out of those very often.”

He urged voters not to
sit out the primary, noting
Martin County has seen
strong turnout in some
county election years and
extremely low turnout in
others.

“We’ve shown that we
can get out and vote,”
Ayers said.

Voters may verify reg-
istration, polling locations
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With the May 19" Primary

approaching, now is the time to
secure your advertising spots!

Call Diane at The
Mountain Citizen
Today!

(606) 298-7570 or |

(606) 626-8200

MARTIN COUNTY

and election information
at govote ky.gov.

May's Carpet

and Cabinets
Key dates

May 3: Public voting
equipment test, 2-3 p.m.,
Martin County Clerk’s Of-
fice

May 5: Last day to re-
quest mail-in absentee bal-
lot, 11:59 p.m.

May 6,7, 8, 11, 12, 13:
Excused in-person absen-
tee voting, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
clerk’s office

May 14, 15, 16: No-ex-
cuse early voting, 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., clerk’s office

May 19: Primary Elec-
tion Day, polls open 6
am.-6 p.m.; mail-in ab-
sentee ballots must be re-
ceived by 6 p.m.

606-789-1337

- Carpet

e Hardwood
e Tile
e Countertops
e Kitchen Cabinets
e LVT
e Linocleum

45 Ky Rt 321 South
Paintsville, KY

homes

of lvel
(606) 874-0505

4840 South, US 23, Ivel

Best Deals On US 23!
29 NEW MODELS!

New Inventory Arriving!

Financing Available!
Now Offering Fleetwood Homes!

ports and Ne

A newspaper is more than just
news! It involves you in the community W|th .
personal stories, viewpoints, and helpful tips. ﬁ%'

FOCUSED ON COMMUNITY!
NEWSPAPERS BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER! &

.gYour Newspaper,
~ DELIVERS! ¢
HE MOUNTAL

ENROLL
TODAY!

 HEAD START ENROLLMEN

2026-2027 Registration is Here!

If your child will be 3 or 4-years-old by August 1st, 2026,
please contact the Head Start office to discuss enrollment
process. Please make sure to provide birth certificate, proof
of income, SNAP documentation, and immunization records!

ADULT EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

Eden Elementary - Stacy Martin

(606) 393-6170
ADULT EMPLOYMENT/SUBSTITUTE Warfield Elementary - Chelle Cook
OPPORTUNITIES (502) 861-5703
Inez Elementary - Delsie Fletcher

MARTIN CO. 2025
KINDERGARTEN READINESS
SCORES OF PREVIOUS HEAD
START STUDENTS 43% TO 67%
READY!

(606) 393-4881



