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Recovering from injury, Jones scores 20 as UK wins/B1

BUSINESS: Phill’s
Custom Cabinets sells 
Cabinotch patent/D1

Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.
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Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  
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Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
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W ith homelessness hav-
ing become a hot-button topic 
in Daviess County in recent 
years, the Owensboro Human 
Relations Commission (OHRC) 
wants to shed light on all aspects 
of the issue.

In conjunction with 
National Hunger and 
Homelessness Aware-
ness Week, the OHRC 
will host “Night Without 
a Home: One Night. A 
Greater Understanding. 
A Stronger Tomorrow.” 
from 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 14, to 7 a.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 15, on the Daviess 
County Courthouse lawn.

Rhondalyn Randolph, OHRC 
executive director, said discus-
sions about holding an informa-
tional sleepout began last year.

“It’s an idea that I came 
up with last year when 
I first star ted here at 
OHRC, but the Homeless 
Coalition didn’t think that 
we had enough time to 
really put it into action,” 
she said.  “But  then 
Harr y Pedigo reached 
back out to me (this sum-
mer) and said, ‘What do 
you think about it; let’s 

try to do this?’ That’s really how 
it all came about for this year.

“In light of the issues that 
have been taking place with 

the homeless population in our 
community, I think we need to 
shed more light on some possi-
ble solutions and not so much 
criminalizing people for being 
homeless.”

From 8 to 11 p.m., there will 
be speakers and discussion 
groups focusing on what life is 
like when homeless, as well as 
possible remedies to homeless-
ness.

“We’re going to have a panel 
of people that have experienced 
homelessness or are currently 
homeless tell about their stories, 

how they ended up homeless, so 
that we can put like a face to peo-
ple that are going through this,” 
said Randolph, who believes it’s 
critical that everyone experienc-
ing homelessness isn’t viewed 
as a faceless group. “Putting 
the face on it is critical, because 
those people who are homeless 
have been shunned.

“The people that are going 
through homelessness have 
been pushed to the fringes, and 
nobody wants to admit that they 

OHRC hosting event to raise awareness about homelessness
‘Night Without  
a Home’ will be 

Saturday, Nov. 14
The Rev. 

Rhondalyn 
Randolph
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City Utility Commission members 
approved an increase in the base 
energy rate on electric bills Thurs-
day, an anticipated move that offi-
cials say will be offset by lowering 
another rate.

The rate increase 
m u s t  n o w  b e 
approved by Owens-
boro city commis-
sioners. If approved, 
the increase will take 
effect in February.

T h e  b a s e  r a t e 
incr ease  i s  par t 
of a plan that has 
been discussed throughout much 
of the year. When the base rate is 
increased, Owensboro Municipal 
Utilities will offset it with a decrease 
in the energy cost adjustment fee 
on OMU bills, with the net result 
being minimal impact on residential 
customer bills.

“We are projecting an estimated 
impact in Fiscal Year 2027 of near 
zero” for residential power custom-
ers, General Manager Tim Lyons 
said at a public hearing on the 
increase Thursday morning.

Officials said the rate increase 
will allow the utility to meet its 
financial obligations for the next 
several years. OMU, which buys 
power, is anticipating increasing 
power costs that will squeeze reve-
nues and hamper its ability to cover 
expenses if the base rate is not 
raised.

The base rate increase will allow 
OMU to cover its power and other 
costs without having to drain its 
“cash days on hand.”

In September, also in a long-dis-
cussed move, Utility Commission 
members raised the energy cost 
adjustment rate from 2.47 cents per 
kilowatt-hour to 3.50 cents per kilo-
watt-hour.

If city commissioners approve the 
base rate increase, the base energy 
rate will increase from 4 cents to 7 
cents per kilowatt-hour. At the same 
time, the energy cost adjustment 
will be reduced to 1.315 cents per 
kilowatt-hour.

Percentage-wise, the base rate 

Utility 
Commission 

approves 
rate increase

Base rate increase 
would be offset by 

decrease in other fee on 
OMU bills, officials say

Tim Lyons
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Local and state health care 
and education officials, along 
with members of the Feder-
al Reser ve, met Thursday 
at HealthForce Kentucky in 
Owensboro to discuss how to 
train and retain rural health 
care workers and the impor-
tance of the health care indus-
try to rural economies.

The session brought togeth-
er people in the health care 
and education professions, 
along with government of fi-
cials, to discuss ways to grow 
the health care workforce in 
rural communities through 
training oppor tunities and 
educational initiatives such as 
HealthForce Kentucky.

According to 2025 data from 
the Kentucky Hospital Asso-
ciation, the state had a short-
age of 2,821 registered nurses 
last year, and the deficit was 
expected to worsen over time. 
By 2030, 18% of operating 
room nurses and 25% of psy-
chiatric nurses are expected 
to have retired from the pro-
fession.

Bruce Williams, president 
and CEO of HealthForce Ken-
tucky, said the health care 
worker shortage was exacer-

bated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when workers in vari-
ous health professions retired 
or quit because of burnout. 
The idea behind Health-
Force Kentucky, which has 
a classroom facility on Fred-

erica Street and two mobile 
classrooms, is to interest stu-
dents in health care careers 
while also supporting schools 
through science education.

The mobile units, Williams 
said, expose students “to 

careers they may not know 
existed” in health care.

John J.P. Hamm, assistant 
vice president for workforce 
development for the Kentucky 

HealthForce Kentucky highlights  
need for rural health care workers

Photo by Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer | awarren@messenger-inquirer.com
Bruce Williams, president and CEO, right, gives Kentucky State Senator Stephen Meredith a tour of the X-ray lab during the Advancing 
Healthcare Workforce Development event on Thursday at the Healthforce Kentucky Innovation Center.
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Students from Brescia University’s physician assistant program work with medical training manikins 
in the anatomy lab on Thursday during the Advancing Healthcare Workforce Development event at 
the Healthforce Kentucky Innovation Center.
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