B6 MESSENGER-INQUIRER Saturday, October 17, 2026

Tyler Tate/AP photo

San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama shoots
during warmups before an NBA basketball game against
the Utah Jazz on Monday in Salt Lake City.

Wemby explores new
methods in quest to
lead Spurs to title

BY TIM REYNOLDS
AP BASKETBALL WRITER

Last year, Victor Wem-
banyama spent part of his
offseason in the peace-
ful company of Chinese
monks with hopes of grow-
ing both mentally and spir-
itually.

This year, he got
roughed up by a rugby
team.

His rationale seems obvi-
ous. Wembanyama and
the San Antonio Spurs got
near the top of the NBA
mountain last season, then
fell in five games to the
New York Knicks — wast-
ing big leads in all four of
their losses. Wembanyama
decided he needed to get
tougher, so a rugby club
in the south of France was
enlisted to help with that
mission this summer.

He got pushed. He got
shoved. He got tossed
around. He loved it all.
And now, as Wembanyama
gets ready for the scrums
awaiting in his fourth NBA
season, the French super-
star listed at 7-foot-4 looks
bigger and stronger. That’s
great for the Spurs. That
might not be great for the
other 29 teams.

“It feels like going
through something of
great magnitude and feels
like destiny (for) anybody,”
Wembanyama said. “We're
fighting for the top spot
of the mountain and we're
going to have to move peo-
ple in our way. That’s just
the way it is.”

The goal for the Spurs
this season is clear — a
championship, and right-
ly so. Aiming at anything
else would make no sense,
especially after winning
the Western Conference
last season by taking a
Game 7 in Oklahoma City
to oust the 2025 NBA
champions.

It’s not an unrealistic
expectation. The annual
poll of NBA general man-
agers was released Thurs-
day, and not only did they
give the Spurs the nod as
favorites to win the 2027
title, they made Wembanya-
ma the overwhelming pick
to win defensive player of
the year for the second con-
secutive season and what
would be his first Most
Valuable Player award.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

NEWREZ LLC V. JOSHUA A.
PICKNEY, ET AL.
CIVIL ACTION NO.
26-C1-00242, MAP #41A-6
AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT]
$201,558.86
ADDRESS: 7269 DONALD
AVE., OWENSBORO, KY
By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned
will, on Monday, October 19,
2026, at 10:00 AM, at the
Courthouse 2nd Floor Fiscal
Court Room in Owensboro,
Ky., expose to PUBLIC SALE
the above real estate. For a
complete legal description of
the property see the Court re-
cord in the Circuit Clerk's Of-
fice.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30
DAYS. If on credit purchaser
must post bond with ap-
proved surety for the balance
of the purchase price, plus
7.250% interest per annum
from the date of said bond.
The buyer shall be respons-
ible for the current year's prop-
erty taxes.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

“We have some goals
between us that we're
going to keep between us
as teammates, but we have
some other goals that are
obvious,” Wembanyama
said. “We won the West
last year. We don’t want to
do anything less this year,
and we want to be the first
seed, and we want to keep
fighting for this top spot.”

Wembanyama fills a stat
sheet like nobody else in
today’s NBA.

He’s finished with at
least 176 blocked shots,
168 assists and 122 3-point-
ers in all three of his sea-
sons thus far (and one
of those seasons was cut
short by deep vein throm-
bosis). The only other
player in NBA history to
put up all those numbers
in a season is Oklahoma
City’s Chet Holmgren,
who did it once. Granted,
there was no 3-point line in
the Wilt Chamberlain era
and blocks didn’t start get-
ting officially charted until
1973 — but it still can’t be
argued that what Wem-
banyama does night in and
night out is unique.

And the Spurs want
more.

“I think he has a ton
of room to improve in
all aspects,” Spurs coach
Mitch Johnson said.

He wasn’t kidding,
either.

“I think one thing for him
will just be to continue to
manipulate the game and
dictate the game,” Johnson
said. “Not just by scoring,
but by making plays for
his teammates, forcing the
defense to make a decision
and taking advantages of
opportunities that are in
front of him and proba-
bly continuing to connect
those throughout the game
where he’s almost puppe-
teering the game — as we
see the best players in our
game do and we've seen
him do. I think that’s an
area for him to continue to
grow in.”

It’s been on display at
times in the preseason.
Wembanyama has always
been a willing passer, but
prioritizing it even more
should create even more
headaches for opponents.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

NEWREZ LLC V.
ELIZABETH R. ROACH,
ET AL .
CIVIL ACTION NO.
25-Cl-01345, MAP #4-22-14-9
AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$132,494.78
ADDRESS:
2400 MIDDLEGROUND DR.,
OWENSBORO, KY
By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned
will, on Monday, October 19,
2026, at 10:00 AM, at the
Courthouse 2nd Floor Fiscal
Court Room in Owensboro,
Ky., expose to PUBLIC SALE
the above real estate. For a
complete legal description of
the property see the Court re-
cord in the Circuit Clerk ' s Of-
fice.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30
DAYS. If on credit purchaser
must post bond with ap-
proved surety for the balance
of the purchase price, plus
7.125% interest per annum
from the date of said bond |
The buyer shall be respons-
ible for the current year's prop-
erty taxes.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

BY TIM REYNOLDS
AP BASKETBALL WRITER

Minnesota star
Anthony Edwards is
acutely aware of how
this is the NBA’s parity
era, with eight different
franchises winning the
last eight champion-
ships.

That stat might give
some teams hope.

Edwards looks at the
situation differently.

“I don’t really have
hope. I just got will,”
Edwards told The Asso-
ciated Press. “I’'m just
all will. It’s like, ‘I don’t
think he’s better than
me. I don’t think that
they can beat me and
my team.” It’s just that
simple. Whoever we
line up against, you just
not going to sit here
and tell me that their
team is going to beat
our team. It’s that sim-
ple, I don’t hope. I don’t
wish for nothing. It’s
straight will and deter-
mination. And we’re
going to show it every
night.”

That sounds like
the words of a star
ready to lead his team
to a breakthrough. If
recent history is to be
believed, there indeed
will be a breakthrough
club this season.

New York won it all
last season, ending a
53-year championship
drought. Oklahoma
City broke through
the year before that,
delivering a long-await-
ed title to the Sooner
State. Boston returned
to the NBA pinnacle
in 2024, Denver got its
first title in 2023, Gold-
en State — after hear-
ing its dynasty was over
— won again in 2022,
Milwaukee ended a
half-century of waiting
with its crown in 2021,
the Los Angeles Lak-
ers went from six years
out of the playoffs to
champions in 2020 and
Toronto got its only
championship in 2019.

This year, there are
no shortage of can-
didates to be the next

Notice is hereby given that
P&R Properties Plus LLC of
6735 Hwy 2830, Owensboro,
KY, 42303, has filed an applic-
ation with the Energy and En-
vironment Cabinet to construct
a 24x26 Home Addition. The
property is located approxim-
ately at 37.825829 ° W7,
87.029471 ° N”.

IAny comments or objections
can be submitted via email to:
DOWPFloodplain@ky.gov
Kentucky Division of Water,
Floodplain Management Sec-
tion, 300 Sower Blvd. Frank-
fort, KY 40601. Call 502-564-
3410 with questions.

LEGAL NOTICE
SALE OF SURPLUS ITEMS

ONLINE AUCTION
The purpose of this
advertisement for auction is to
offer for sale various vehicles
and miscellaneous surplus
items.
Specifications may be
obtained from the GovDeals
website at the following link:
https://www.govdeals.com/
owensboroky. To register as a
bidder on GovDeals, please
follow the instructions at the
following link:
https://www.govdeals.com/
register/. For information on
how to place a bid, please fol-
low the instructions at the
following link:
https://www.govdeals.com/faq
and click “Bidding” in the drop-
down box.
All auction bids must be
electronically submitted on the
GovDeals website before the
auction lot closes at 6:00PM
CT, October 26, 2026.
Equipment shall be
purchased “As Is,” and
winning party shall make
payment and pick-up
equipment within 10 business
days of notice of award. The
City of Owensboro reserves
the right to reject any and all
bids and to waive any
irregularities in said bids. This
advertisement was paid for by
the City of Owensboro using
taxpayer dollars in the amount
of $158.25.
Kalyn Fox
Purchasing Manager

team to extend the NBA’s
diversity era and give the
league what would be a
ninth different champi-
on in nine years. Maybe
it'll be Miami, which last
won it all in 2013 and now
has Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo and Klay Thompson
to play alongside Bam
Adebayo. Maybe it’ll be
Portland, with Damian
Lillard back and healthy.
Philadelphia is an obvious
choice, after an offseason
where it landed LeBron
James and Jaylen Brown.
Detroit was the Eastern
Conference’s No. 1 seed
a year ago, and Cade Cun-
ningham keeps getting
better. Indiana nearly won
a title in 2025 and now
has Tyrese Haliburton
back.

Or, maybe it’ll be the
Timberwolves — a team
that has been knocking
at the door for a while
now, with 24 playoff wins
(third-most in the NBA
behind New York and
Oklahoma City, both with
33) over the last three
seasons. LaMelo Ball

was brought in to form
what should be a dynamic
backcourt with Edwards,

larities in said bids.

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

Bid No. 2627-21: Sorgho Fire Department Roof & Wall
Replacement Project (Fire)
Bid No. 2627-22: Wood Grinding Services (Annual)

Daviess County Fiscal Court is seeking a qualified vendor to
provide the item(s)/service(s) listed above. Bid specifications are
on file at the Daviess County Courthouse, 212 St. Ann Street:
Room 202, Owensboro, KY 42303 in the Purchasing Depart-
ment or online at www.daviessky.org. Bids must be mailed or de-
livered to Daviess County Fiscal Court on or before 2:00 PM, loc-
al time on Thursday, October 29, 2026. The bids shall be opened
and publicly read at this time. Daviess County Fiscal Court re-
serves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any irregu-

Frank Franklin Il/AP photo
New York Knicks’ Josh Hart (3) defends Minnesota Timber-
wolves’ Anthony Edwards (5) during the first half of a pre-
season NBA basketball game on Monday in New York.

and Minnesota has the
highest of expectations.

“How many times do
you sit at the big table
vs. the kids table? You've
just got to keep sitting
down at the big table, and
eventually you can punch
through,” Minnesota
coach Chris Finch said.
“This parity that we're
in means if you sit down
at the table, you have a
chance. And I feel like we
are that type of team and
organization.”

The Wolves went to
the Western Conference
finals in 2023 and 2024,
then made the West
semifinals last season.
Edwards is one of the
game’s brightest stars
and probably hasn’t
reached his ceiling. Ball’s
presence means Edwards
will be free to create
more, and vice versa.
There is no shortage of
depth and the Wolves
have a certified rim-pro-
tecting star in Rudy Gob-
ert, a four-time Defensive
Player of the Year.

“And we are a year
wiser,” Gobert said. “We
have a really tight group.
We love each other. We

With Edwards, Minnesota is among the
teams that could add to NBAS parity era

want to see each other
succeed, each other win.
... Our goal is to improve
our habits and cohesive-
ness, so when it’s May,
June, we can handle any-
thing.”

Edwards has an Olym-
pic gold medal, is a four-
time All-Star, just turned
25, was a finalist for
Clutch Player of the Year
last season and averaged
a career-best 28.8 points
per game. Assuming he
hits the 65-game required
threshold, it’s almost cer-
tain that he would be an
MVP candidate.

That’s all nice, but he
said only one thing moti-
vates him.

“It’s just the ring,”
Edwards said. “I wake
up every day, go to the
gym, work out, treatment,
weights, go to the gym
again, work out, treat-
ment, weights. Everything
is based on what can I do
to win the ring. And it’s
not like I'm only working
out for the ring. I'm work-
ing out to go through all
the ups and downs to get
me to the ring.”

The ring comes with a
championship, the break-
through that the Timber-
wolves and so many other
teams will try to have this
season.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE
KENTUCKY HOUSING
CORP. V. KELSEY A.

RUMAGE, ET AL.

CIVIL ACTION NO.
26-CI-00918, MAP #86A-106
AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$233,818.00

ADDRESS: 1518 WRIGHTS
LANDING RD.,
OWENSBORO, KY

By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned
will, on Monday, October 19,
2026, at 10:00 AM, at the
Courthouse 2nd Floor Fiscal
Court Room in Owensboro,
Ky., expose to PUBLIC SALE
the above real estate. For a
complete legal description of
the property see the Court re-
cord in the Circuit Clerk's Of-
fice.

TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30
DAYS. If on credit purchaser
must post bond with ap-
proved surety for the balance
of the purchase price, plus 7%
interest per annum from the
date of said bond. The buyer
shall be responsible for the
current year's property taxes.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

The City of Owensboro is seeking applicants for the following

experience is also preferred.

calling (270) 687-8542.

ADA accommodation may be requested by

full-time, non-civil service position:

MECHANIC

Mechanic is a safety-sensitive position regulated under the Department of Transportation. This role is responsible for per-
forming maintenance and repairs on a wide range of City vehicles and equipment—including police, fire, transit, and CDL-
regulated vehicles—to ensure safe, efficient, and dependable services for the Owensboro community.

The Public Works Mechanic performs preventive maintenance and repairs on City vehicles and equipment, conducts diag-
nostics and troubleshooting, and completes component installations and scheduled maintenance. The role also involves
maintaining accurate records such as labor logs, parts usage, and warranty documentation, along with operating shop
tools and diagnostic equipment. Additionally, the mechanic assists with vehicle specifications and purchasing recommen-
dations, ensures shop safety, and responds to emergency service calls as needed.

Starting hourly pay is $27.8307. Provided benefits include but are not limited to health insurance, group life insurance,
wellness program, and CERS retirement administered by the Kentucky Public Pensions Authority . Paid time off in-
cludes vacation, sick time, and holidays (for eligible employees).

QUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must have a high school diploma or GED, along with a minimum of two years of diesel
mechanic experience or four years of experience in a public works department. A valid driver's license is required, and
while a CDL is preferred, employees must obtain a Kentucky Class B CDL within 11 months of employment. Supervisory

TO APPLY: Applications must be received no later than 11:59pm CST October 23, 2026. Visit www.owensboro.org.
Click “Join Our Team” and the position link. First-time users need to create an account as instructed. If you have ques-
tions or wish to confirm receipt of an application, call Brook Glass (270) 687-8540 or (888) 616-8540 prior to application
deadline. Hearing impaired, call TDD/Voice (270) 687-4459.

The City of Owenshoro is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.
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