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BY JOSH DUBOW 
AP PRO FOOTBALL WRITER

Drake Maye has fol-
lowed up a season when 
he was the MVP r un-
ner-up with an opening 
month that has been rem-
iniscent of some of the 
biggest recent draft busts. 
J.J. McCarthy also finds 
himself among not-so-il-
lustrious company after 
being dealt away following 
a quick flameout in Min-
nesota.

Two of the record-tying 
six quarterbacks taken in 
the first round of the 2024 
draft aren’t having the best 
start to the 2026 season.

Let’s star t with Maye, 
who emerged as a star in 
his second season in 2025 
when he led the NFL in 
passer rating (113.5), com-
pletion percentage (72.0) 
and yards per attempt 
(8.9) and finished a close 
second to Matthew Staf-
ford in MVP voting while 
helping the Patriots reach 
the Super Bowl.

New England made 
the playof f run despite 
less-than-spectacular play-
of f per formances from 
Maye against some of the 
league’s top defenses, but 
it has only gotten worse 
over the first three games 
of this season.

Maye has turned the 
ball  over seven times 
in the first three games 
while producing only one 
touchdown for the Patri-
ots, marking the first time 
since 2007 that any quar-
terback has done that. The 
one positive from that is 
the last QB to do it was 

Drew Brees, who recov-
ered to have a solid sea-
son that year and a Hall of 
Fame career after that.

The other  company 
Maye is in is much less 
encouraging: His 58.6 
passer rating marks the 
fifth time in the last 10 sea-
sons that a QB was under 
60 after starting the first 
three games. The other 
quarterbacks on that list 
include notable draft busts 
l ike Anthony Richard-
son (55.9 in 2024), Justin 
Fields (50 in 2022), Zach 
Wilson (51.6 in 2021) and 
DeShone Kizer (53.2 in 
2017).

The Patriots have scored 
just 29 points on of fense 
so far this season — they 
had a defensive touch-
down in a Week 2 win 
over Pittsburgh — for the 
lowest total through three 
games since the Jets had 
20 in 2021 in the first three 
starts of Wilson’s career.

McCar thy went down 
with a season-ending knee 
injury in his first exhibi-
tion game for the Vikings, 
becoming just the third 
top-10 quar terback who 
didn’t play a single snap 
as a rookie. He began last 
season as the starter and 
won NFC Offensive Player 
of the Week in his debut, 
but injuries limited him to 
just 10 starts last season.

McCarthy fell to third 
string this season after 
ranking last among all 
qualifiers with a 72.6 pass-
er rating last season and 
now will seek a fresh start 
with the New York Giants.

McCar thy is just the 
sixth quarterback taken in 
the top 10 in the common 
draft era starting in 1967 
to make 10 or fewer starts 
for his original team.

Rich Campbel l ,  the 
sixth pick by Green Bay 
in 1981, threw 68 career 
passes and never started a 

game for the Packers. San 
Francisco dealt away 2021 
No. 3 pick Trey Lance 
following just four starts 
after Brock Purdy seized 
the star ting role for the 
49ers.

Jack Thompson made 
five star ts for Cincinnati 
after being picked third 
in 1979, Mar ty Domres 
made six star ts for the 
Chargers after going ninth 
in 1969 and Andre Ware 
had six starts for Detroit 
after being drafted sev-
enth in 1990.

None of those QBs had 
any success in new places.

BACKUP QBS OFF  
TO RECORD-SETTING 

START
Case Keenum’s win for 

the Chicago Bears in his 
first appearance in nearly 
three years was just the 
latest example of a team 
succeeding without its 
starting quarterback.

In all, quarterbacks who 
didn’t star t Week 1 are 
6-0 this season in fill-in 
appearances, with Atlan-
ta’s Michael Penix, Wash-
ington’s Marcus Mariota 
and Jameis Winston of the 
Giants also joining that list 
this week with wins.

Drew Lock won his start 
for Seattle in Week 2 after 
Sam Darnold went down 
in the opener and Car-
son Wentz did the same 
for Minnesota that week 
when Kyler Murray was 
hurt. Murray returned this 
past week and won, while 
Darnold and the Seahawks 
lost to Mariota and the 
Commanders.

Maye and McCarthy find themselves in 
unfortunate company early this NFL season

Mike Stewart — AP
Jacksonville Jaguars defensive tackle Davon Hamilton (52) 
tackles New England Patriots quarterback Drake Maye (10) 
in the first half during an NFL football game in Jacksonville, 
Fla., on Sunday.

BY CHARLIE GOLDSMITH 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CINCINNATI — Com-
ing off a loss to the Pitts-
burgh Steelers, the Cin-
cinnati Bengals have a 
shake-up at the back of 
their wide receiver/tight 
end room that has a sig-
nificant impact on offense 
as well as special teams.

T h e  B e n g a l s  c u t 
returner Ke’Shawn Wil-
liams, signed receiver 
Mitchell Tinsley and pro-
moted pass catching tight 
end Tanner Hudson from 
the practice squad.

Meyers is expected to 
take over as the primary 
returner when the Ben-
gals host the Jacksonville 
Jaguars on Sunday. Tins-
ley, who played for the 
Bengals in 2025, steps 
into a role on the offense. 
And Hudson steps into a 
bigger role with rookie 
receiver Colbie Young 
now expected to miss 
time with an injury.

W il l iams made the 
team as a returner, but 
he fumbled a punt on 
Sunday against the Steel-
ers. In limited action, 
M e y e r s  h a s  s h o w n 
impressive flashes as a 
retur ner. Meyers has 
also seen his role on the 
of fense increase ever y 
week.

“I thought Dohnte did 
an excellent job,” coach 
Zac Taylor said. “He was 
a part of the game plan 
(in Week 3 against the 
Steelers), but that real-
ly expanded when Col-
bie went out. He had a 

really good feel for what 
we asked him to do. He 
blocked some big guys. 
It’s hard because certain 
guys you put in there and 
the personnel groupings 
will change on defense.

“Sometimes, Dohnte 
draws a dif ficult task 
with his responsibility. I 
thought he gave ever y-
thing he possibly could 
to make those blocks we 
needed from him. He did 
a good job of understand-
ing the game plan and 
the tweaks we needed 
from him in there. Really 
proud of what he did.”

T i n s l e y  h a d  e i g h t 
catches, including six 
for first downs and two 
touchdowns last season. 
He also proved to be a 
reliable blocker in the 
running game.

When Meyers made 
the Bengals ’  53 -man 
roster, he took a roster 
spot from Tinsley. While 
Tinsley went to the Tex-
ans’ practice squad for 
the first three weeks of 
the season, the Bengals 
jumped at the chance 
to bring him back once 
Young got injured. Ben-
ga ls  No.  3  r ece iver 
Andrei Iosivas is also on 
injured reser ve with a 
thumb injury.

“The good news is 
we’re not playing with 
guys who we don’t think 
we can find a role for,” 
Taylor said. “Ever yone 
in that receiver and tight 
end room, we feel like 
has earned the opportu-
nity.”

Bengals shake up return 
game, cut Williams  

and add Tinsley

BY JOE REEDY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEREA, Ohio — Aaron 
Rodgers’ NFL farewell tour 
continues with his final 
scheduled Thursday night 
game when the Pittsburgh 
Steelers face the Cleveland 
Browns.

Even though Rodgers is 
one win shy of tying Tom 
Brady (14) for the most 
QB wins on Thursdays, the 
Steelers have not had the 
same success. Pittsburgh 
is 0-9 on the road when fac-
ing an AFC North team on 
Thursday.

“Because there’s not 
enough damn time to 
embrace the tape,” defen-
sive tackle Cam Heyward 
said. “But the great thing 
about it is they got to deal 
with the same problems we 
are. So it’s an even playing 
field.”

Four of those nine losses 
have been against Cleve-
land. The Browns won 
24-19 two years ago when 
the second half was played 
in a snowstorm. There was 
also the 2019 game when 
former Browns defen-
sive end Myles Garrett 
got in a late-game scuffle 
with Steelers QB Mason 
Rudolph. Garrett ripped off 
Rudolph’s helmet, swung it 
and hit him in the head.

“We had that snowball 
a couple years ago, which 
was crazy,” Heyward said. 
“Yeah, it can become a 
little bit more gimmicky 
because it’s not as sharp 
as a Sunday. But we’re just 
gonna embrace it and be 
ready for it.”

Thursday night also 
marks the 150th meeting 

all-time between the rivals, 
which are separated by 
only 135 miles.

Rodgers is  13 -7  on 
Thursdays with 46 touch-
downs and seven intercep-
tions. One of those losses, 
though, came last season 
at Cincinnati when the Ben-
gals rallied for a 33-31 vic-
tory.

“I just suck it up for those 
three hours and then know 
you get a reward on the 
back end. I think it’s part 
of the game now because 
of the money that’s in it. I 
think I’m just excited about 
the weekend,” said Rod-
gers, who has thrown 11 
touchdowns and no inter-
ceptions in five games 
against the Browns.

Steelers coach Mike 
McCarthy is 11-5 on Thurs-
day nights, with wins in 
four of the past five games.

Cleveland has won seven 
straight games on Thurs-
day night, the longest 
active streak and tied for 
fourth longest in NFL his-
tory.

Deshaun Watson has 
four touchdowns and no 
interceptions in the past 
two games as the Browns 
are 2-1 for the first time 
since 2023. The 10-year vet-
eran has lost to Pittsburgh 
in his three starts, though, 
including taking 18 sacks.

“It’s a great opportunity 
to showcase what we’re 
about on a big nation-
al stage. And yeah, we’re 
super excited,” Watson 
said. “We’re playing a very 
tough opponent, experi-
enced opponent, and we 

got to make sure that we 
have all our things locked 
in going into that game.”

NEED TO KNOW
Pi t t sbur gh  (2 -1)  a t 

Cleveland (2-1)
When/where to watch: 

Thursday, 8:15 p.m. EDT, 
Amazon Prime.

Latest odds: Steelers by 
2 1/2.

Against  the spread: 
Steelers 2-1; Browns 2-1.

Last week: Steelers beat 
the Bengals 30-27; Browns 
beat the Panthers 21-18.

Last meeting: Browns 
beat Steelers 13-6 on Dec. 
28, 2025, in Cleveland.

Series record: Steelers 
lead 86-62-1.

MATCHUP TO WATCH
Browns offensive tackles 

Spencer Fano and Tytus 
Howard vs. Steelers line-
backers TJ Watt and Alex 
Highsmith. Browns tack-
les have allowed a 13.5% 
quar terback pressure 
rate, second highest in the 
league. Howard is tied for 
most pressures allowed 
by a right tackle with 17. 
Pittsburgh has the highest 

pressure rate when using 
four or fewer pass rush-
ers. Watt has 17 1/2 sacks 
in 15 meetings against the 
Browns while Highsmith 
has 11 1/2 in 11 games.

Steelers head to Cleveland for matchup of 2-1 
teams in Rodgers’ final Thursday night game

Living Estate Sale
3862 Pine Lake Court
Owensboro, KY 42303
Brookhill Subdivision

Thurs.,October 1, 9am-4pm
Fri.,October 2, 9am-4pm
Sat.,October 3, 9am-2pm

This home contains a wide
variety of well-cared for fur-
nishings and decor. Items in-
clude: sofa and love seat,
leather sofa and club chair
with ottoman, a leather Lazy
Boy recliner, oak queen size
bed, armoire, end tables,
desk, console, rocker, full size
mahogany poster bedroom
suite, cherry armoire, console,
drop front desks, stepback
cupboard, Queen Anne dining
table and chairs, Craftsman-
style kitchen table and chairs,
sideboard, bakers rack, corner
shelf, leather desk chair, ma-
hogany desks, filing cabinet,
several beautifully
framed/matted and unframed
Paul Sawyer prints, racing and
UK prints, collection of toy
cars, lamps, area rugs, kitch-
enware, Keurig, Panasonic
XM stereo, linens, bentwood
coat/hat rack, cabbage patch
dolls, televisions and stands,
Derby glasses including 1969-
71, holiday decor, gas grill, 3
piece polyresin wicker set, tool
chests, Craftsman power
tools, DeWalt miter saw,
bench grinder, drill press,
edger, blower, wheel barrow,
concrete yard decor, Crafts-
man push mower, ladders,
hand tools, garage storage
cabinets, GE washer and dry-
er, menʼs & womenʼs outer-
ware, menʼs suit jackets,
movies, dog crate and much
more. To view photographs of
these items visit
estatesales.org.

Cash or check with proper ID,
3% fee will be added to card
purchases. We also accept
Venmo. All sales are final and
all items purchased are as-is.
No returns or refunds. KY
sales tax of 6% will be added
unless buyer presents a re-
sale exemption certificate. We
are not responsible for acci-
dents. To view pictures of
many of the items in the sale
go to please go to Estate-
sales.org.

YOU MUST bring help to
move large items as we DO
NOT have staff to assist. All
items must be removed by
2pm on Saturday. Please
bring boxes and paper to pack
your items. Call Donna at 270-
903-7859 with questions.

---- Public Notice ----

Notice is hereby given that
Crandall Properties, LLC. of

130 Salem Drive
Owensboro, KY 42303, has
filed an application with the

Energy and Environment
Cabinet to perform grading,
construct a retention basin,

parking lot, drives,
buildings, and utilities at 31
Salem Drive in Owensboro,
KY. The property is located

north of Salem Drive and
west of Veach Road/

Southerland Road. Any
comments or objections

shall be submitted via email
to: DOWFloodplain@ky.gov

and must be received by
October 24, 2026. Kentucky

Division of Water, Flood-
plain Management Section,
300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort,

KY 40601. Call 502-564-3410
with questions.
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WEST - Fenmore St., 3306
Precious Blood Parish

Yard Sale
Fri & Sat, Oct 2nd & 3rd

7AM-2PM
Furniture, appliances, toys,

clothes, games, & more!
Large selection.

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that
Jeff Stone of 328 Whittier Dr.
Owensboro, KY 42303, has
filed an application with the
Energy and Environment Cab-
inet to construct a 12 ft x 12ft
sun room. The property is loc-
ated approximately at
37.731108° W, -87.115278°
N.

Any comments or objections
can be submitted via email to:
DOWFloodplain@ky.gov Ken-
tucky Division of Water, Flood-
plain Management Section,
300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY
40601. Call 502-564-3410
with questions.

EAST, WOOD TRACE, 4331
OWENSBORO

RAIN OR SHINE
THURS, FRI, SAT
TIME 7:30am- ?

3 FAMILIES
FURNITURE , BABY, SHOES,
SEASONAL , HOUSEWARE,

NAME BRAND ITEMS

WEST-Hayden Bdg Rd, 4855
Estate Sale

Fri & Sat, Oct 2nd & 3rd, 8-4

Dining set, secretary desk,
household goods, dishes,
clothes, pine hutch, & other
furniture.


