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RICHMOND, Va.  — 
NASCAR finishes have fall-
en into a familiar pattern 
for Christopher Bell.

Second-place finishes in 
four of the past five Cup 
Series races have felt like a 
“kick to the gut” for the Joe 
Gibbs Racing driver.

But those disappoint-
ments are always followed 
by a shot in the arm.

“Whenever Monday, 
Tuesday rolls around, 
you’re like, ‘Ahh, it was a 
pretty darn good day,’ ” 
Bell said before practice 
Friday at Richmond Race-
way. “Ultimately, the results 
that we’ve gotten have 
meant a lot more this year 
than what they have in my 
entire Cup career.”

That’s because NASCAR 
has restructured its cham-
pionship system this sea-
son with the return of the 
Chase, which emphasiz-
es accumulating points 
through solid finishes.

Though in a 30-race win-
less streak, Bell is a lock 
to make the Chase and a 
threat to win the 10-race 
title run. Heading into 
Saturday night’s 400-lap 
race at Richmond, he’s 
ranked sixth in the points 
standings with seven sec-
ond-place finishes (tying 
Harry Gant’s 1981 record 
for most runner-up finishes 
without a victory in a single 
season).

During NASCAR’s previ-
ous title format from 2014-
25, Bell might not have 
been a contender. Drivers 
relied on wins to qualify for 
the playoffs and advance 
through four rounds to win 
the title, but that’s all gone 
in the Chase.

“It’s been nice to stack 
some good results togeth-
er, and we’re performing 
really well right now,” Bell 
said. “I certainly feel like 
we’re in the mix.”

He will try to maintain 
the momentum at Rich-
mond despite the loss of pit 
selection and the ejection 
of car chief Chris Sher-
wood after Bell’s car failed 
pre-race inspection twice 
Friday.

It’s been that kind of 
eventful season for Bell, 
who suf fered a broken 
wrist in the June 7 race 
at Michigan International 
Speedway (the crash reg-
istered as the most violent 
in five seasons of the Next 
Gen car).

He drove through the 
injury and healed quickly, 
ranking among the fast-
est on the circuit despite 
coming up just short at the 
checkered flag. On Sun-
day at Iowa Speedway, he 
lost to teammate Ty Gibbs 
when the handling on his 
No. 20 Toyota kept fading 
within striking distance of 
the lead over the final 50 
laps.

“There were a couple 
times that I pushed really 
hard to try and make up 
ground, but the moment 

that I got there, I started 
sliding around and would 
fall back again,” he said. 
“There wasn’t really any 
way for me to even move 
him out of the way without 
seriously jeopardizing both 
of us. If I would have tried 
to make any sort of contact, 
it was going to make my 
car jump sideways.”

Bell, who has a career-
best second at Richmond, 
tries to avoid bumping driv-
ers to gain position anyway. 
But he added that he won’t 
settle for taking the points 
over challenging for a win.

“The standings and 
where you’re at in points 
is super impor tant, but 
the entire previous cham-
pionship format was very 
much win or bust,” he said. 

“I think that mentality is 
still engraved in at least my 
mind and probably most 
of the industry’s mind, but 
in all reality, it’s not win or 
bust anymore. You have 
to have good, consistent, 
strong runs every single 
week, and that’s what we’re 
doing. Unfortunately, we 
haven’t got to victory lane, 
but we’ve been running 
really well.”

HUNTING A RIDE
Josh Berr y says he’s 

“racing for my career,” and 
the Wood Brothers Racing 
driver has performed under 
pressure lately. He is com-
ing of f a fourth place at 
Iowa Speedway, marking 
the team’s first top five on 
a short track since Ricky 

Rudd in August 2005 at Bris-
tol Motor Speedway. Berry, 
who was seventh a week 
earlier in the Brickyard 400, 
has consecutive top-10 fin-
ishes for the first time this 
season.

Wood Brothers Racing 
announced two months ago 
that Berry will be replaced 
in the No. 21 Ford by Jesse 

Love next year, and Berry 
said this week he has made 
little progress since then on 
finding a job for next season.

“I can’t do much else 
other than just try to have 
days like we’ve had the last 
couple of weeks,” he said. “If 
we turn this deal around and 
run like we have in the top 
five and top 10, and nothing 
materializes, I kind of feel it 
shows more about the sys-
tem than it does about me.”

GRAGSON  
GETS EXTENSION

There are few places for 
Berry to land in the Cup 
Series, and another potential 
opening disappeared Friday.

Front Row Motorsports 
announced a contract exten-
sion with Noah Gragson 
through 2027 with options to 
continue beyond next year. 
Gragson, who is ranked 31st 

Bell finds the bright side of finishing second
Christopher Bell drives during a NASCAR Cup Series auto 
race Sunday at Iowa Speedway in Newton, Iowa.

Charlie Neibergall | Associated Press

The NASCAR 
Chase returns

SEE BELL/PAGE B5

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

Bid No. 2627-11: Five (5) New Walking Floor Trailers
(Solid Waste)

Bid No. 2627-12: Two (2) New 5th Wheel Road Tractors
(Solid Waste)

Bid No. 2627-15: Fire Rescue Tools
(Fire Rescue)

Daviess County Fiscal Court is seeking a qualified vendor to
provide the item(s)/service(s) listed above. Bid specifications are
on file at the Daviess County Courthouse, 212 St. Ann Street:
Room 202, Owensboro, KY 42303 in the Purchasing Depart-
ment or online at www.daviessky.org. Bids must be mailed or de-
livered to Daviess County Fiscal Court on or before 2:00 PM, loc-
al time on Thursday, September 3, 2026. The bids shall be
opened and publicly read at this time. Daviess County Fiscal
Court reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive
any irregularities in said bids.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE,
LLC V. CHRISTINA BROWN,

ET AL.
CIVIL ACTION NO.

26-CI-00048,
MAP #3-4-8-11

AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$75,988.17

ADDRESS: 1538 EAST 20TH
ST. OWENSBORO, KY

By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned will,
on Monday, August 17, 2026,
at 10:00 AM, at the Court-
house 2nd Floor Fiscal Court
Room in Owensboro,Ky., ex-
pose to PUBLIC SALE the
above real estate. For a com-
plete legal description of the
property see the Court record
in the Circuit Clerk's Office.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30 DAYS.
If on credit purchaser
must post bond with approved
surety for the balance of the
purchase price, plus 3.250%
interest per annum from the
date of said bond. The buyer
shall be responsible for the
current year's property taxes.
MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

EVERETT LAKE HOLDINGS,
LLC V. STEPHEN C. HILL, ET

AL.
CIVIL ACTION NO.

26-CI-00060,
MAP #5-8-43

AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$6,877.50

ADDRESS: 1609 PARRISH
AVE. W., OWENSBORO, KY

By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned will,
on Monday, August 17, 2026,
at 10:00 AM, at the Court-
house 2nd Floor Fiscal Court
Room in Owensboro,KY ,ex-
pose to PUBLIC SALE the
above real estate. For a com-
plete legal description of the
property see the Court record
in the Circuit Clerk's Office.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30 DAYS.
If on credit purchaser
must post bond with approved
surety for the balance of the
purchase price, plus 6% in-
terest per annum from the date
of said bond. The buyer shall
be responsible for the current
year's property taxes.
MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

NEWREZ LLC V. JOSHUA A.
PICKNEY, ET AL.
CIVIL ACTION NO.

26-CI-00242,
MAP #41A-6

AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$201,558.86

ADDRESS: 7269 DONALD
AVE., OWENSBORO, KY

By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned will,
on Monday, August 17, 2026,
at 10:00AM, at the Court-
house 2nd Floor Fiscal Court
Room in Owensboro, Ky., ex-
pose to PUBLIC SALE the
above real estate. For a com-
plete legal description of the
property see the Court record
in the Circuit Clerk's Office.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30 DAYS.
If on credit purchaser must
post bond with approved
surety for the balance of the
purchase price, plus 7.250%
interest per annum from the
date of said bond. The buyer
shall be responsible for the
current year's property taxes.
MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVI-
CING LLC V. HSAR LI MA BI,

ET AL.
CIVIL ACTION NO.

25-CI-01263,
MAP #4-44-1-147

AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$245,391.74

ADDRESS: 2175 SKAGGS
CT., OWENSBORO, KY

By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned will,
on Monday, August 17, 2026,
at 10:00 AM, at the Court-
house 2nd Floor Fiscal Court
Room in Owensboro, Ky., ex-
pose to PUBLIC SALE the
above real estate. For a com-
plete legal description of the
property see the Court record
in the Circuit Clerk's Office.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30 DAYS.
If on credit purchaser
must post bond with approved
surety for the balance of the
purchase price, plus 4.532%
interest per annum from the
date of said bond. The buyer
shall be responsible for the
current year's
property taxes.

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

OLD NATIONAL BANK V.
RHONDA RALPH, ET AL.

CIVIL ACTION NO.
26-CI-00358,

MAP #4-24-14-29
AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:

$23,849.78
ADDRESS: 2516 DOWNING

DR., OWENSBORO, KY
By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned will,
on Monday, August 17, 2026,
at 10:00 AM, at the Court-
house 2nd Floor Fiscal Court
Room in Owensboro,
Ky., expose to PUBLIC SALE
the above real estate. For a
complete legal description of
the property see the Court re-
cord in the Circuit Clerk's Of-
fice.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30 DAYS.
If on credit purchasermust post
bond with approved surety for
the balance of the
purchase price, plus 3.75% in-
terest per annum from the date
ofsaid bond. The buyer shall
be responsible for the current
year's
property taxes.
MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

KENTUCKY HOUSING
CORP. V. KENNETH EAST,

ET AL.
CIVIL ACTION NO.

25-CI-01570,
MAP #59A-78 & 59A-79

AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$169,513.91

ADDRESS: 59A-78 & 591-79
AT 10809 MILL ST.,UTICA,

KY
By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuitCourt the undersigned will,
on Monday, August 17, 2026,
at 10:00 AM, at the Court-
house 2nd Floor Fiscal Court
Room in Owensboro,
Ky., expose to PUBLIC SALE
the above real estate. For a
complete legal description of
the property see the Court re-
cord in the Circuit Clerk's Of-
fice.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30 DAYS.
If on credit purchaser
must post bond with approved
surety for the balance of the
purchase price, plus 7.25% in-
terest per annum from the date
of said bond. The buyer shall
be responsible for the current
year's
property taxes.
MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

MASTER COMMISSIONER
SALE

KENTUCKY HOUSING
CORP. V. STEPHANIE

LOCKE, ET AL.
CIVIL ACTION NO.

26-CI-00548,
MAP #6-12-5-9

AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$135,383.98

ADDRESS: 521 JEFF PL.,
OWENSBORO, KY

By virtue of Judgment and Or-
der of Sale of the Daviess Cir-
cuit Court the undersigned will,
on Monday, August 17, 2026,
at 10:00AM, at the Court-
house 2nd Floor Fiscal Court
Room in Owensboro,Ky., ex-
pose to PUBLIC SALE the
above real estate. For a com-
plete legal description of the
property see the Court record
in the Circuit Clerk's Office.
TERMS: CASH OR 10%
DOWN & BALANCE 30 DAYS.
If on credit purchaser
must post bond with approved
surety for the balance of the
purchase price, plus 6% in-
terest per annum from the date
of saidbond. The buyer shall
be responsible for the current
year's property taxes.
MASTER COMMISSIONER
DAVIESS CIRCUIT COURT

NOWHIRING
Cardiologist

for Owensboro Health Medical Group, Inc.
in Owensboro, Kentucky.

Send CV to Jerry Price,
Owensboro Health Medical Group,
Jerry.Price@owensborohealth.org

No J-1 or H-1B opportunities.

The Owensboro Independent Board of Education is pro-
posing a general fund tax levy of 85.6 cents on real property
and 86.2 cents on personal property.
The General Fund tax levied in fiscal year 2026 was 84 cents
on real property and 85.3 cents on personal property and pro-
duced revenue of $17,325,030.41. The proposed General
Fund tax rate of 85.6 cents on real property and 86.2 cents on
personal property is expected to produce $17,879,287.91. Of
this amount $1,616,383.35 is from new and personal property.
The compensating tax for 2027 is 81.5 cents on real property
and 85.3 cents on personal property and is expected to pro-
duce $17,081,426.11.
The proposed rate is expected to generate more revenue than
received in the preceding year. The general areas to which
revenue of $554,258 above 2026 revenue is to be allocated
are as follows: Cost of collections, $8,314; building fund,
$30,484; instruction, $360,822; transportation, $51,546; and
maintenance of plant, $103,092.
This information is published pursuant to KRS 160.470. The
proposed tax rate is not subject to recall under KRS 132.017.
The General Assembly has required publication of this advert-
isement and information contained herein.


