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RETURN TO FORM
Recovering from injury, Jones scores 20 as UK wins/B1

BUSINESS: Phill’s
Custom Cabinets sells 
Cabinotch patent/D1

Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.
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Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  
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Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
BY STEVE PEOPLES
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The city’s Community Devel-
opment Department is planning 
to beautify several Fourth Street 
businesses in the Monarch Neigh-
borhood Revitalization Strategy 
Area by using grant funding to 
renovate building facades.

Community Development Direc-
tor Abby Shelton said additional 
funds are available for other busi-
ness owners in the NRSA who 
want to upgrade their building 
exteriors.

The city is advertising for con-
tractors to renovate the facades of 
six storefronts in the 1000 block 
of East Fourth Street. The block 

includes several businesses, 
including The Oven, Ten O Six 
and Distro.

Funding for the work 
comes from the city’s 
Commercial Facade Reha-
bilitation Program, which 
uses federal Community 
Development Block Grant 
dollars. The program is a 
matching grant, providing 
an equal amount of grant 
funding for every dollar a 
developer commits to a project.

The goal of the grant program 
is to promote “commercial revi-
talization, private investment and 
corridor beautification — enhanc-
ing the visual appeal, walkabil-

ity and economic vitality of 
Owensboro’s commercial areas,” 

according to the city’s 
website.

The city launched the 
Monarch NRSA earli-
er this year. The NRSA 
is roughly bounded by 
West Ninth Street and 
the riverfront, with the 
e a s t - w e s t  b o u n d a r y 
between Clay Street and 
Dixie Court.

The city has established sever-
al NRSAs, most recently on the 
northwest side. The goal of the 
program is to improve af ford-
able housing, expand housing 
opportunities and improve hous-

ing conditions for young, first-time 
homebuyers and renters, while 
also beautifying neighborhoods.

“We have already done 818 East 
Fourth St.,” Shelton said. “Our 
hope is this gives other business 
owners (an idea) of what is possi-
ble with their properties.”

With facade improvements, 
“there are some buildings that 
could really pop” along the East 
Fourth Street corridor, Shelton 
said.

The needs of the buildings 
vary. Collectively, the projects will 
include replacing awnings, beam 
and masonry work, painting, win-
dow replacement, installing light-
ed signs, and replacing doors and 

doorframes.
The city is accepting bids from 

construction firms for the facade 
work, with the goal of selecting a 
contractor in the near future.

Getting the word out to other 
businesses in the Monarch area 
has been difficult, Shelton said.

“They have a lot going on in 
the first place with owning their 
business,” Shelton said. “(But) we 
definitely want everyone to partic-
ipate.”

Interested contractors and 
businesses in the area seeking 
to improve their facades can find 
more information on the city’s 
Community Development web-
page.

City looking to upgrade facades of East 4th Street businesses

Abby Shelton
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Enthusiasm filled the 
air early Thursday morn-
ing across Owensboro 
Public Schools as the dis-
trict welcomed students 
for the first day of the 
2026-27 school year.

“We’re really excited to 
have some fun, friendly 
faces back in the building 
with us,” said Dr. Sarah 
Brown, principal of Estes 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l , 
ahead of students’ arrival 
at 7:30 a.m. “We’ve actual-
ly been prepping over and 
over and over again. The 
whole staff has been com-
ing together and talking 
about exactly how this 
day would go.

“ O b v i o u s l y  t h i n g s 
will pop up, but you try 
to prepare the best that 
you can,” Brown added. 
“We’re more than excit-
ed to welcome everybody 
into the building to show 
that hard work we’ve 
been prepping for pays 
of f when the kids are 
here.”

Before the doors of fi-
cially opened, siblings 

Blaize and Hazel Riley 
waited outside on a green 
bench beneath the front 
entrance awning with 
their mother, Kayla McE-
lyea.

Though 10-year-old 
Haze l  R i ley,  who is 
entering fifth grade and 
plans to finish elemen-
tar y school in May, is 
already familiar with 
Estes, Thursday marked 
her brother’s first day of 
school — bringing with 
it some minor apprehen-
sion.

“I’m kind of ner vous 
because he (doesn’t) real-
ly know anyone around 

him,” she said.
Hazel Riley said she 

planned to show 5-year-
old Blaize Riley around 
the building, making sure 
he knew where important 
areas of the school were 
located.

“Definitely the cafete-
ria,” Hazel Riley said, 
“and the gym.”

From f i rs t  g lance , 
however, Blaize Riley 
appeared to be at ease as 
he began his academic 
career at Estes.

“I ’m feel ing good,” 
Blaize Riley said with 
a grin, giving a small 

Reaching for the stars

Students, staff kick off  
new school year across OPS

Photos by Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer | awarren@messenger-inquirer.com
New Principal Sarah Brown greets first-grade student Tiana McCook as she arrives at 
the front entrance on the first day of school, Thursday, at Estes Elementary School.

Car ride parents line up to drop off students on Thursday 
outside of Estes Elementary School on the first day of 
school.
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When the first bus 
rolled up to the entrance 
of Bur ns Elementar y 
School Thursday morn-
ing, Principal Heather 
Newman and the Burns 
staff were ready.

Shortly before the first 
bus ar rived at 7 a.m., 
the staff had set up bal-
loon arches just inside 
the main doors. A stereo 
played “Celebration” and 
other upbeat songs. As 
students filed off the bus, 
Newman and the teachers 
greeted them with smiles 
and hugs.

Newman, who has had 
a long career in educa-
tion, said the new school 
year is as big a day for 
teachers and staff as it is 
for students.

“The first day, after 27 
years, is still very excit-
ing,” Newman said. “We 
have a lot of kids coming 
in who are anxious to 
see their friends, to meet 
their teachers, to see 
their classmates.” New-
man said she is always 
happy to see “the smiles 
coming into the school.”

“We’re ready to get 
the school year started,” 
Newman said.

T r a f f i c  w a s  b u s y 
around Daviess County 
Public Schools on Tues-
day morning as students 
arrived for the first day 
of the 2026-27 school 
year. While the students 
at Burns Middle School 
were calm as they jumped 
off the buses, the Burns 
Elementar y students 
were bubbly.

For students star ting 
their first year, school can 
be a little intimidating. 
Newman said the staf f 
has already worked to 
get newcomers acclimat-
ed and said a goal on the 
first day is to make the 

students feel at home.
“We actually hosted 

an open house prior to 
school starting, and for 
our littles we had pre-
school orientation and 
K i n d e r g a r t e n  j u m p -
star t ,”  Newman said. 
“ S o  t h e y ’ v e  a l r e a d y 
been inside the school, 
they’ve already been in 
their classrooms, and I 
think that helps alleviate 
some of those nerves.”

A t  B u r n s  M i d d l e 
School, Principal Kend-
ra Bronsink chatted with 
students coming of f the 

DCPS welcomes back students

Photos by Greg Eans, Messenger-Inquirer | geans@messenger-inquirer.com
Burns Elementary School Principal Heather Newman hugs fifth grade student Hazel 
Boarman while greeting students Thursday on the first day of the new school year for 
Daviess County schools.

Burns Elementary School counselor Kelli Fueger, left, and 
second grade teacher Susie Stevens wave to parents and 
students as they arrive at the school Thursday, the first 
day of the new school year for Daviess County Public 
Schools.
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