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Recovering from injury, Jones scores 20 as UK wins/B1
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Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A2

Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  
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Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
BY STEVE PEOPLES
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City of ficials are close 
to awarding a bid to demol-
ish the Colonel House Motel 
property on Triplett Street, 
which would open up the site 
to future development.

Assistant City Manager 
Lelan Hancock said Friday 
the goal is to find a developer 
for the property that will put it 
back on the property tax rolls.

The city purchased the old 
motel, at 1829 Triplett Street, 
in late 2024. The Colonel 
House had become a rent-by-
the-week motel and had gen-
erally fallen into disrepair.

The city put out a bid demol-
ish the structure in the fall, 
after previously unsuccessful-
ly soliciting for a developer to 

either remodel the motel for 
af fordable housing or build 
new housing on the site. The 
city received six bids 
on the demolition proj-
ect, but all were above 
the city’s estimate.

Seven firms submit-
ted bids in second call 
to demolish the build-
ing, with the bids rang-
ing from $116,895 to 
$204,700.

At least two of the 
bids were lower than 
the lowest bid in the first 
attempt. Then, the low bid was 
$121,500.

City Purchasing Manager 
Kalyn Fox said the city is still 
working to get final informa-
tion from the chosen bidder 
before awarding the contract.

“My hope is this will be 
wrapped up next week,” Fox 
said Friday.

Hancock said the 
city does not have a 
specific project in mind 
for the site.

After the demolition 
is complete, the city 
will solicit for develop-
ers interested in doing 
something at the prop-
erty, Hancock said.

“Once we get it torn 
down, we will likely do 

an RFP (request for propos-
als),” Hancock said. “Maybe 
we’ll market it as an economic 
development piece.”

Currently, no developer has 
approached the city express-
ing an interest in the site, Han-
cock said.

When asked if the city had 
moved away from the idea 
of the site being used to con-
struct af fordable housing, 
Hancock said the city would 
consider such an idea if a 
developer makes a proposal. 
But what happens there would 
largely be up to the company 
making the proposal, Hancock 
said.

“I would say we will of fer 
(the site) and see what the 
market comes back with,” 
Hancock said. The city will 
examine proposals and will 
be interested in “anything 
that will put it back on the tax 
rolls.”

“Affordable housing would 
be nice, but the dollars would 
have to make sense” to the 
developer, Hancock said.

City close to awarding bid to demolish Colonel House

Lelan 
Hancock

CORRECTION
A story on Page A1 Thursday should 

have said the one Daviess County death 
from West Nile virus in 2025 occurred on 
September 26.
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Wendell  Foster,  along with 
Owensboro’s Chamber Young Pro-
fessionals, par tnered to host an 
annual First Responders BBQ Fri-
day, the ninth annual event.

“This is just a wonder ful way 
for us as an organization to show 
appreciation to the first respond-
ers who impact and support our 
community each and every day,” 
said Kara Howard, the Vice Pres-
ident of Development and Com-
munity Engagement at Wendell 
Foster. “We love doing it, and they 
love coming out. It’s an opportu-
nity for them to interact with us, 
get to engage with each other in a 
non-emergency capacity.”

Howard said the relationship 
between Wendell Foster, the staff 
and the clients, and area first 
responders is “important.”

“Wendell Foster’s been in the 
Owensboro community for nearly 
80 years, and we serve a population 
of people with disabilities who have 
needs that we may need to reach 
out to emergency services. We may 
need support from our fire depart-
ment and the Owensboro Police 
Department, so maintaining those 
relationships is important to us,” 
she said.

Invitations to the annual event, 
which included a free lunch cooked 
by volunteers from Atmos Energy, 

Wendell Foster 
honors first 
responders 
with annual 

BBQ

Photo by Greg Eans, Messenger-Inquirer | 
geans@messenger-inquirer.com

Lucas, a resident at Wendell Foster, 
gets a first hand look at the inside of 
an Air EVAC Helicopter, with help 
from Marika Barbee, center, and 
Madison Reiber, both with Wendell 
Foster, on Friday during the First 
Responders BBQ Lunch at Wendell 
Foster’s Sensory Park.BY SCOTT HAGERMAN

MESSENGER-INQUIRER

If you’re considering adding 
a dog to your household, the 
Daviess County Animal Shel-
ter would love to help you find 
a new best friend.

Tangila Smith, executive 
director of It Takes a Village 
Rescue, which operates the 
shelter, said that while adop-
tions have been steady this 
summer, they’re not keeping 
pace with the intake numbers.

“We’re doing pretty good; 
we’re holding several adoption 
special events a month with 
reduced adoption specials, 
doctor fees, and we have a lot 
that are sponsored adoptions,” 
she said. “But we’re still tak-
ing in several animals, a lot of 
animals a month, both strays 
and our surrenders. It is over-
crowded right now. We have 
four dogs sitting in our intake 
room that we have no kennels 
to put them in.”

ITV’s operation of the shel-
ter has been a point of con-
sternation for some involved 
in animal care and rescue, and 
Smith said her organization 
is still dealing with consistent 
backlash, primarily on social 
media.

“I mean, we still see the 

comments on Facebook, that 
we’re not wanted here,” Smith 
said. “But we’re doing what 
we can the best we can, and I 
think we’re pretty doing pretty 
good.”

While ITV may not be wel-
come by ever yone, Smith 
said it’s doing all it can to get 

as many animals as possible 
adopted, with several pro-
grams of fered to encourage 
residents to take on new pets 
— or at least spend time with 
the animals.

Smith said a big help — in 
addition to the obvious, more 
adoptions — would be more 

people fostering animals, 
which can be for an indefinite 
amount of time.

“We have a foster applica-
tion online at itvrescue.org, 
and it’s pretty simple,” Smith 
said. “We try to match you up 

Intakes outpacing adoptions 
at Daviess County Animal Shelter
Not enough 
kennels for 

the dogs

Photo by Greg Eans, Messenger-Inquirer | geans@messenger-inquirer.com
Halei Tapp plays with Honey Bun, a 3-year-old terrier mix, on Wednesday at the Daviess County Ani-
mal Shelter.
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Saturday, July 11 | 8 a.m. to Noon
Owensboro Regional Farmers’ Market , 1205 Triplett St., Owensboro, KY

OwensboroHealth.org/FoodArtHealth

Join us to learn about health and wellness and enjoy
live music, performing arts, kids’ activities, a community art project

and much more.

Owensboro Health will be offering overflow parking
at the southwest corner of the parking lot at the Parrish Campus.

ARTS IN HEALING

FOCUS ON


