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BY ANNE M. PETERSON
AP SOCCER WRITER

VANCOUVER, British Colom-
bia — Ruben Vargas convert-
ed his penalty and Switzerland 
advanced to the World Cup quar-
terfinals with a 4-3 shootout win 
over Colombia after a scoreless 
draw on Tuesday.

Switzerland will next face 
defending champion Argentina 
on Saturday at Arrowhead Sta-
dium in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Argentina defeated Egypt 3-2 
earlier in the day.

Switzerland had not reached 
the quarterfinals of a World Cup 
since hosting the tournament in 
1954. And the Swiss were short-
handed Tuesday without young 
midfielder Johan Manzambi, 
who was injured in training on 
Monday.

Vargas, who has scored two 
goals in the World Cup, also left 
Monday’s training early but was 
available off the bench and came 
on in stoppage time at the end of 
regulation.

Colombia defender Davinson 
Sanchez’s penalty attempt hit the 
crossbar and Switzerland goal-
keeper Gregor Kobel saved an 
attempt by Cucho Hernandez.

FIFA President Gianni Infan-
tino was among those at BC 
Place, where the sellout crowd 
was overwhelmingly clad in yel-
low in support of Colombia.

Colombia failed to qualify for 

the last World Cup in 2022. The 
team made the quarterfinals at 
the 2014 tournament in Brazil, 
defeating Uruguay in the round 
of 16 before losing to the host 
country 2-1.

The Swiss reached the round 
of 16 at the past three World 
Cups but failed to advance with a 
smaller field of 32 teams.

The match was tightly con-
tested by two teams with con-

trasting styles, the Swiss with a 
more organized approach and 
Colombia more attack oriented. 
Switzerland had a slight edge in 
possession.

Manzambi, a 20-year-old mid-
fielder who plays for German 
club Freiburg, had three goals 
in the World Cup and was one 
of the tournament’s breakout 
stars. The Swiss were also with-
out Luca Jaquez and midfielder 
Michel Aebischer.

Gustavo Puerta had the first 
good chance for Colombia with 
a shot from distance in the 21st 
minute that was pushed away by 
Kobel.

The Swiss got one of their best 
opportunities in the 30th with 
Fabian Reider’s blast at Camilo 
Vargas, who punched the ball 
down. Minutes later, Vargas 
smothered another attempt from 
Dan Ndoye.

The Swiss had a free kick in 
the 52nd minute, but Reider’s 
attempt curled around the wall 
and went into the side netting.

In the first extra time period, 
Jhon Lucumi’s header hit the 
cross bar and caromed away as 
Colombia put pressure on Kobel.

Colombia and Switzerland 
also met in the group stage at 
the 1994 World Cup in the Unit-
ed States, with South American 
team winning 2-0.

Vargas sends Switzerland to World Cup quarterfinals
Team has shootout 
win over Colombia

Lindsey Wasson | Associated Press
Switzerland’s Granit Xhaka, center, tries to get past Colombia’s James Rodríguez, left, and Jefferson Lerma 
during the World Cup round of 16 soccer match between Switzerland and Colombia in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, on Tuesday.

BY STEVE DOUGLAS                        
AND STEVE REED

AP SPORTS WRITERS

This World Cup has 
prompted some questions 
we simply can’t answer for 
you.

Can anyone stop Messi? 
Did Merlin the duck like 
wearing that jersey? What 
would have happened if 
the Congo’s statue fan had 
to sneeze?

That said, if you’re a first-
time soccer watcher still con-
fused by all this footie, we’re 
here to help! Free kicks, 
hydration breaks, stoppage 
time, the situation with 
Folarin Balogun ... there’s 
a lot to know. We put out a 
call for your burning World 
Cup questions — and we’ll 
keep answering them if you 
have more. We’re compil-
ing answers to your FAQs 
below.

Now to some new ques-
tions...

HAS WHAT HAPPENED 
WITH BALOGUN EVER 
HAPPENED BEFORE AT 

A WORLD CUP?
Not for 64 years. Back 

then, in the 1962 World 
Cup and at a time when 
there were no physical 
red cards in soccer, Bra-
zil midfielder Garrincha 
was sent of f the field by 
the referee in the semifi-
nals for kicking a Chilean 
opponent away from the 
ball. However, Garrincha 
escaped a ban for the final 
— a scenario Brazil of fi-
cials feared — as a result 
of the intervention of host 
nation Chile’s president, 
who argued that Garrincha 
should be allowed to play. 
The Balogun case dif fers 

slightly in the sense that 
his ban for the red card 
was placed on suspension 
for one year.

HOW ARE WORLD CUP 
REFEREES CHOSEN 

AND VETTED?
Brazilian ref Raphael 

Claus — the match official 
President Donald Trump 
described as “a little bit sus-
pect” in light of the red card 
for Balogun — was one of 
52 referees selected for the 
tournament based on their 
“quality and consistency of 
performances” over the pre-
vious three years in interna-
tional and domestic compe-
titions, FIFA says. They’ve 
been monitored, attended 
seminars and even received 
support from mental spe-
cialists. “The very best in 
the world,” is how FIFA ref-
eree chief Pierluigi Collina 
put it.

WHO ARE THE KIDS 
ACCOMPANYING 
PLAYERS AT THE 
BEGINNING OF 

MATCHES?
Lucky souls, aren’t they? 

Those children holding 
hands and sometimes 
talking with the best soc-
cer players in the world 
before games are official-
ly called “player escorts” 
— even though many 
would describe them as 
“mascots.” One of FIFA’s 
sponsors is food company 
Quaker, who has teamed 
up with dozens of commu-
nity organizations to give 
kids “from underser ved 
communities” the chance 
to walk players onto the 
field.

WHAT DOES 
 ‘OFFSIDES’ MEAN?

Well, first of f, it’s “off-
side,” per the AP Stylebook. 

Secondly, this is a common 
question — and one that can 
make you appear a soccer 
aficionado if you know the 
answer. Essentially, a play-
er is offside if he or she is 
closer to the opponent’s goal 
line than the ball and sec-
ond-to-last opposition player 
(the goalkeeper is usually 
the last) the moment the 
ball is passed by a teammate. 
There are various caveats — 
for example, you cannot be 
offside inside your own half 
— but that is the gist. It can 
be confusing and a source of 
great debate.

When a team loses a 
player due to a red card, 
does it play with just 10 
men the following match?

No, the team only plays 
short-handed for the rest 
of the current match.

A red card, which is 
handed out by an official 
when a player does some-

thing naughty like inten-

tionally striking another 
player, means the player 
has been ejected and must 
leave the pitch. From that 
point on, the team would 
play a “man down,” mean-
ing it can only field 10 play-
ers instead of 11. In some 
cases, teams have had two 
red cards in a single game 
and had to play with nine.

The player must serve a 
one-game suspension for 
the following match. How-
ever, the team itself is not 
penalized, and can return 
to its full starting strength 
of 11 players.

How many players are 
at this World Cup in total? 
How many of them are 
first timers?

Each of the 48 teams were 
allowed 26 players on their 
roster, so 1,248 players. Of 
those, more than half — 891 
to be exact — are participat-
ing for the first time.

WHY ARE WORLD  
CUP TICKETS SO 

EXPENSIVE?
A lot people would like 

to know that. FIFA came 
under scr utiny about a 
month before the tour-
nament for their high-
price tickets and sales 
tac t ics ,  l eav ing  some 
fans upset. That caused 
demand for the tickets to 
drop, while other fans had 
to make tough financial 
sacrifices.

WHY ISN’T IT FREE  
TO WATCH ON TV?

They are free — if you 
have a subscription to Fox 
or Telemundo through a 
cable provider or stream-
er. Ever y single game 
of the World Cup is fully 
televised on Fox and 
FS1. Matches can also be 
streamed live on the FOX 
One app.

What’s offside? And other World Cup questions, answered

CHAD & DAD’S HOME REPAIR
GIVE US A CALL, WE CAN DO IT ALL!
NEW ROOF & REPAIR, PAINTING INSIDE
& OUT, REPAIR & INSTALL FLOORS,
TILE, DOORS, WINDOWS, DECK,
PRESSURE WASHING, SIDING,
GUTTER CLEANING & MORE!

LICENSED & INSURED
270-231-0599 • 270-929-8221270-231-0599 • 270-929-8221

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

Daviess County Fiscal Court is
seeking a qualified vendor to
supply one (1) new 3/4 ton
4WD crew cab pickup truck for
the Daviess County Fire De-
partment. Bid specifications
are on file at the Daviess
County Fiscal Court, 212 St.
Ann Street, Room 202,
Owensboro, KY 42303 in the
Purchasing Department or on-
line at www.daviessky.org.
Bids must be mailed or de-
livered to Daviess County Fisc-
al Court on or before 2:00 PM,
local time on Thursday, July
23, 2026. The bids shall be
opened and publicly read at
this time. Daviess County Fisc-
al Court reserves the right to
reject any and all bids and to
waive any irregularities in said
bids.

SPENT ALL DAY IN THE SAND TRAP?
You deserve a shower that feels like a

19th-hole luxury suite
Custom Tile Showers & Premium Flooring

We handle “rough” so your home
stays “fairway” fresh2 7 0 - 3 5 9 - 8 5 6 4

CENTRAL-
Sweeney St. 1521,

Owensboro KY
Audubon Area Head Start

Obsolete Sale.
Thursday, July 9th,

Friday, July 10th
9:00-3:00
Cash or

business check only.

24th & Veach Road - Owensboro, KY.
683-4251 or 684-0719

We install Jasper Engines & Transmissions
100,000 Miles/36 Month Nationwide Warranty
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Air
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24 Hour
Towing
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NICK'S EXTERIORS
For ALL Your Exterior Needs
Specializing In Storm Damage
* Roofing & Gutters
* Windows & Doors
* Siding & Soffit
* Fencing & Decks
* Sunrooms
* Kicthen & Bath Remodels
* Flooring
* Storage Buildings
* Garage Doors
* Concrete & Stone
Call NICK at 270-231-3106

Licensed & Insured

MCS
Exterior / Interiors / Design

-Additions / Remodeling
-Masonry / Tile / Concrete

-Window / Door / Siding
-Drywall / Trim

-Pluming /Electric Work
Owensboro &

Surrounding Area
(270) 256-8014

HOME REPAIR
TC Construction
& Repairs, LLC

Roofing & Remodeling
* Handyman Services
* Roofing * Gutters
* Fencing * Decks * Siding
* Landscaping
* Pressure Washing
* Windows * Doors
* Flooring
* Home Improvement
* Drywall * Painting
* Kitchen * Bathroom

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates
270-315-7648

YARD DOG
Free Removal of Unwanted

Appliances, Mowers,
Exercise Equipment

Grills & Batteries
SAME DAY PICK UP

Don't get stuck with a dud. Call me and I will
fly over like a rocket!

*BANG* I'm There!
Happy 4th!

270-313-7227

PAINTING
KATHY DAVIS MISCHEL
Painting and Wallpapering
Free Estimates!
270-316-9675

THE PAINTER!
Best Prices in the Tri-State.

Excellent Results
Inside and Out.

Plenty of local refs.
270-302-0497

Reading Rascals Tutoring
Rene Merideth
270-570-2032

*30 yr. teaching exp.
*Masters in Counseling
*Patient, expert approach to
elementary education
*Proven success with English
language learners
*Personalized support
Unlock your child's poten-
tial in reading and math with
Reading Rascals Tutoring.


