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BY TIM REYNOLDS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. 
— Jeff Hafley was a football 
coach before he was a foot-
ball coach.

The new coach of the 
Miami Dolphins played his 
college football at Siena, 
with home games before 
small crowds at what was 
a decaying minor-league 
baseball field in a suburb of 
Albany, New York. Hafley 
dealt with multiple injuries in 
those years but was eager to 
stay involved, so he helped 
coaches break down film 
and even was in the booth 
with them on many game 
days.

Little did he know he’d 
found his calling.

Those S iena  teams 
weren’t ver y good. The 
program folded in 2003 for 
financial reasons. Even the 
field that the team called 
home has long since been 
demolished.

But the lessons that Haf-
ley learned there — and 
other small schools at the 
start of his professional jour-
ney — still resonated within 
him on Thursday, when he 
was introduced as the new 
coach of the Dolphins.

“I learned what it’s like to 
hold people to an extreme 
level of accountability,” Haf-
ley said of those early days. 
“I learned what toughness is 
about and I learned how to 
grind.”

He’ll have to grind again 
in Miami. The Dolphins are 
coming off a second consec-
utive losing season, going 
7-10 this past season in the 
finale under former coach 
Mike McDaniel, have seri-
ous questions about who 
their quarterback will be in 
2026 and haven’t won a play-
off game since Hafley was 
still a student at Siena more 
than a quarter century ago.

“After  inter viewing, 
talking to people who were 

all really great candidates, 
I think the enthusiasm, the 
knowledge, the background, 
Jeff stood out amongst them 
all,” Dolphins owner Ste-
phen Ross said. “So, we were 
really fortunate that he was 
available.”

Hafley was a lightly 
recruited quarterback from 
New Jersey who commit-
ted to Siena, converted to 
wide receiver and caught 
one pass in his senior year. 
The numbers meant noth-
ing. The experiences meant 
everything.

His first college coach was 
Ed Zaloom, someone who 
continues to mentor Haf-
ley today. Zaloom left Siena 
and went to Division III’s 
Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute, eventually giving Haf-
ley a $2,500-a-year job there. 
Hafley lined the field. He did 
the laundry. He cleaned the 
helmets. He loved every sec-
ond of it.

“What I learned was 
there’s no job too small,” 

Hafley said. “And that’s 
what you’re going to get 
from me every single day, 
because I learned how 
to work hard — like, real-
ly hard — and there’s no 
replacement for that. And 
there won’t be here.”

Zaloom then got Hafley a 
job at the University at Alba-
ny, under another upstate 
New York coaching legend 
in Bob Ford. Albany was 
a well-respected program, 
and Ford is still revered in 
that area for not just the 
wins but how he treated 
people.

As he did with Zaloom, 
Hafley listened to every 
word Ford offered.

“It laid down my founda-
tion,” Hafley said of those 
years. “It taught me how to 
work hard, it taught me how 
to treat people, and it taught 
me how coach the game of 
football, the fundamentals, 
the technique. And it taught 

me there was no shortcuts. 
I wasn’t a guy who all of a 
sudden started coaching 
and I was sitting here in the 
NFL. I had to work, and I 
had really good role models 
to look to to do that. I would 
do it no other way.”

Hafley took the hard road toward coaching the Dolphins

NFL CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEWS

BY ANDREW DESTIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RENTON, Wash. — To 
some extent, Seahawks 
defensive lineman Leonard 
Williams was anticipating 
that the NFC championship 
game would shake out this 
way, with Seattle facing the 
division-rival Los Angeles 
Rams for a third time this 
season.

Williams, a key contrib-
utor on the league’s top-
ranked scoring defense, has 
seen firsthand how talent-
ed the Rams’ top-ranked 
offense is. The Rams racked 
up 581 yards against Seattle 
in December in a game the 
Seahawks ultimately won 
38-37 in overtime.

Williams feels good about 
the players around him and 
how they will respond Sun-
day in Seattle.

“I was just expecting it to 
happen this way,” Williams 
said. “I think it’s interesting 
that the only two teams we 
played in what feels like 
over a month is the Niners 
and the Rams. But I think 
it’s a testament to how good 
this division has been this 
year. A lot of respect for 
both of those teams, but I 
have even more respect for 
my team and confidence in 
my team, and just the way 
we make it about us is spe-
cial to me.”

Just over a month after 
that epic overtime game, 
the Rams have a shot at 
redemption against the 
top-seeded Seahawks with 
a Super Bowl berth on the 
line.

“We’re not immune to 
understanding the circum-
stances and what the game 
means to the outside world, 
and whether or not we get 
to continue to keep playing 
football or not, (but) from a 
daily standpoint, we operate 
as normal and get ready to 
play,” said Rams quarter-
back Matthew Stafford, a 
finalist for The Associated 
Press 2025 NFL Most Valu-
able Player award.

The Rams took the first 
meeting of the season in 
November, led by a defense 
that intercepted Seahawks 
quarterback Sam Darnold 
four times in the 21-19 vic-
tory.

Seattle got the better of 
Los Angeles in the second 
game in December with a 
fourth-quarter comeback 
and became the first NFL 
team to win on an overtime 
2-point conversion.

“I think every week obvi-
ously, no matter how many 
times we’ve played them, 
we’re trying to find new 
ways to attack them and 
ways to get after them,” 
Williams said. “At the same 
time I think our team does 
a great job making it about 
us every day.”

COACHING CLASH
One day after his 40th 

birthday, Rams coach Sean 
McVay will attempt to win 
the NFC title for the third 
time with the Rams. The 
youngest coach to win a 
Super Bowl was profound-
ly frustrated after his team 
blew that late 16-point lead 
in Seattle last month, but 
he doesn’t want his players 
thinking too much about 
these teams’ two recent 
thrillers during their prepa-
rations for the rubber 
match.

“You want to be care-
ful not to chase ghosts,” 

McVay said. “It is about 
good execution and good 
fundamentals. They’re a 
great team and they’re 
great in all three phases. 
We’d like to think when 
we’re humming and we’re 
at our best, we’re pretty 
good too.”

The of fensive wizard 
reached the Super Bowl 
in his second season with 
the Rams. Mike Macdonald 
would match that achieve-
ment Sunday if the defen-
sive guru can lead the Sea-
hawks to the franchise’s 
fourth Super Bowl.

The Rams will be fac-
ing their Super Bowl 56 
MVP on Sunday when 
Cooper Kupp squares off 
against his former team 
again. Kupp won the 2021 
AP Offensive Player of the 
Year award and the receiv-
ing triple crown during that 
championship season in his 
eight prolific years with the 
Rams.

Kupp had the second-few-
est receiving yards of his 
career for Seattle this sea-
son, yet he stayed healthy 
nearly all year after injury 
struggles contributed to his 
release by the Rams last 
year and he led Seattle with 
five catches for 60 yards 
last weekend in its playoff 
win over the San Francisco 
49ers.

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
AP PRO FOOTBALL WRITER

DENVER — If any oppo-
nent is familiar with Denver 
Broncos fill-in quarterback 
Jarrett Stidham, it’s the New 
England Patriots, who draft-
ed him in 2019 to serve as 
Tom Brady’s backup.

When Josh McDaniels 
took the Las Vegas Raiders’ 
head coaching job, he trad-
ed for Stidham, who backed 
up Derek Carr for two years 
before signing with Denver, 
where he served as Russell 
Wilson’s No. 2, then as Bo 
Nix’s right-hand man.

After McDaniels returned 
to New England for his 
third stint as offensive coor-
dinator last offseason, the 
Patriots were interested in 
a reunion with Stidham, but 
he chose to stay in Denver.

With Nix recovering from 
surgery after breaking his 
right ankle on Denver’s 
game-winning drive in over-
time against Buffalo last 
weekend, Stidham steps in 
Sunday when the Broncos 
(15-3) host Drake Maye and 
the Patriots (16-3) in the 
AFC championship game.

Although Nix was inte-
gral to Denver’s success this 
season — he engineered 
six comebacks in the fourth 
quarter or overtime and and 
led Denver to an NFL-best 
12-2 record in one-score 
games — his coaches and 
teammates insist they’re 
equally confident Stidham 
can lead them to the Super 
Bowl.

“We’re lucky to have 
him,” right tackle Mike 
McGlinchey said, “because 
not everybody has a quar-
terback waiting in the wings 
as talented as Jarrett.”

Although the Patriots 
brass knows Stidham well, 
defensive tackle Milton Wil-
liams didn’t mince his words 
when asked what he knew 
about the sixth-year QB who 
hasn’t thrown a pass in two 
years.

“Nothing. I ain’t going to 
lie,” he said. “Nothing. We’re 
going to watch the tape on 

him and figure out what he 
likes to do. But they didn’t 
like him over Bo, so.”

Of course, no team likes 
their backup QB more than 
their starter, but Broncos 
coach Sean Payton insists 
Stidham could start for any 
number of other NFL teams.

Stidham may not have 
quite the resume of Nix, but 
he’s no slouch, said Patriots 
cornerback Christian Gon-
zalez.

“He’s in the NFL for a rea-
son,” Gonzalez said. “They 
believe in him, they brought 
him up, so we’ve got to pre-
pare and be ready for him. 
They’re in this game for a 
reason, too. They’ve got a lot 
of weapons on the offensive 
side.”

And they might get run-
ning back J.K. Dobbins 
back from foot surgery. 
The Broncos’ backfield has 
averaged one fewer yard per 
carry and 29 fewer yards 
per game since Dobbins 
got hurt Nov. 6. His return 
could take a big load off 
Stidham’s shoulders.

“He’s been a great back in 
this league for a long time,” 
Patriots linebacker Robert 
Spillane said. “He’s a phys-
ical downhill runner who 
breaks tackles and makes 
big, explosive runs for them. 
If he’s out there, we’re just 
going to have to do great at 
building a wall and swarm-
ing to the tackle.”

Maye had an MVP-caliber 
season in his second year 
in the league and first one 
under McDaniels’ tutelage. 
But he’s had an puzzling 
postseason, getting sacked 
10 times, throwing two inter-
ceptions, fumbling six times 
and losing half of them but 
still beating the Chargers 
and Texans handily.

“Really impressive,” Pay-
ton said. “He’s extremely 
fast and those come from 
obviously pocket scram-
bles, but he can run. We 
had that challenge a week 
ago. It seems like every 
third week you have that 
challenge of someone that 
you have to make sure 
your pocket rushes are on 
point.”

Denver’s defense led the 
league in sacks with 68 but 
they had a dearth of take-
aways until collecting five 
against the Bills last week.

That defense and a good 
ground game could make 
a world of dif ference for 
Stidham as he faces his 
former team in the biggest 
game of a career that fea-
tures just four starts and 
one victory, on Dec. 31, 
2023, against the Chargers.

“I’m very appreciative 
of New England for giving 
me a shot in this league, 
drafting me,” said Stidham, 
whose only play-callers in 
his NFL career have been 
McDaniels and Payton.

Broncos backup QB Stidham steps 
in for Nix to face former team

Jack Dempsey — AP
Denver Broncos quarterback Jarrett Stidham warms up 
Saturday, Jan. 17, before an NFL divisional round playoff 
football game against the Buffalo Bills in Denver.

The Seahawks and Rams meet 
for the third time this season

Stephen Brashear — AP
Seattle Seahawks defensive tackle Leonard Williams (99) 
reacts Saturday, Jan. 17, after NFL football divisional play-
off game against the San Francisco 49ers in Seattle.

Downsizing Sale for
Mary Lois OʼFlynn Beller

2322 Chateaugay Loop
Owensboro KY 42301

Thursday, Jan 22,
9am til 4pm

Friday, Jan 23,
9am til 4pm

Saturday, Jan 24,
9am til 3pm

This home is filled with many
well-cared for items. Items
include cherry dining room

suite, walnut drop leaf table,
daybed w/pullout trundle, twin

iron, Lazy Boy recliner, oak
kitchen table w/chairs, red

vintage cabinet, sofa,
occasional tables and chairs,

bookshelves, area rugs,
loveseat, cherry dresser,

prints, mirrors, lamps,
kitchenware, small kitchen
island, bachelorʼs chest,
vintage china cabinet,
Victorian dresser and

washstand, china, crystal,
kitchenware, linens, bedding,
throw pillows (indoor & out-
door), holiday decor, nice

patio table with chairs, wicker
gliders, early local yearbooks,

miscellaneous Free Mason
books, Bose radio, Keurig,

dorm fridge, garage
refrigerator, smart tv, lots of

yard tools and outdoor decor,
extension ladder, appliance

dolly, scaffold, air compressor,
golf clubs, spreaders, power
washers, tool chest, lots of

hand and power tools,
ventless natural gas wall

heater, ice cream freezer, cast
iron horse head hitching post,

numerous decorative
accessories, luggage, fire
place heater, Soleus air

conditioner/heater 115 volt,
fire box safe, throw rugs,

stacking washer & dryer set,
garage refrigerator, small

kitchen appliances, bedding,
linens, drapes and so much

more. Photos are available for
viewing on Estatesales.org.

Cash or check with proper ID,
3% fee will be added to

credit/debit card purchases.
We also accept Venmo. All

sales are final. No returns or
refunds. KY sales tax of 6%
will be added unless buyer

presents a resale exemption
certificate. All items

purchased are as-is. We are
not responsible for accidents.

YOU MUST bring help to
move large items as we DO
NOT have staff to assist. All
items must be removed by
3pm on Saturday. Please
bring boxes and paper to

pack your items. Call Donna
at 270-903-7859 with

questions.

NOTICE OF ZONING
HEARING REGARDING

512 WEST 9TH STREET, 924
LOCUST STREET, 915, 917

& 919 CEDAR STREET
A request has been filed with
the Owensboro Metropolitan
Board of Adjustment by
Owensboro Fire Department
and the City of Owensboro for
a Variance in order to reduce
the access spacing standard
along West 9th Street from
250-feet to 176.6-feet from the
Locust Street intersection,
from 250-feet to 158.3-feet
from the Cedar Street inter-
section and to reduce the ac-
cess spacing standard along
Locust Street from 250-feet to
197.6-feet from the West 9th
Street intersection as shown
on the submitted site plan.
The above proposal is to be
considered at a meeting of the
Owensboro Metropo l i tan
Board of Adjustment on Feb-
ruary 5, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in
the 4th Floor Auditorium of
City Hall, 101 E. 4th St.,
Owensboro, KY.
RUTH ANN MASON
SECRETARY
LEWIS JEAN
CHAIR

PUBLIC NOTICE

The U.S. Department of Com-
merce, Economic Develop-
ment Administration (EDA) is
considering a request for Fed-
eral assistance from The City
of Owensboro to construct a
Water Main Expansion in
Owensboro, Daviess County,
Kentucky. Pursuant to the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and the National His-
toric Preservation Act (NHPA),
EDA is conducting an assess-
ment of the potential of the
proposed project to affect the
environment and/or historic
properties. Notice is hereby
given that the project is pro-
posed to be located in, or may
affect, a floodplain and/or wet-
land as defined byExecutive
Order (EO) 11988 and/or
EO 11990.

The project includes construc-
tion of a new 2,200 linear foot
twenty-inch ductile iron water
main. The project will be loc-
ated at 1901 Ragu Drive,
Owensboro, KY. Project in-
formation is available for re-
view at the Green River Area
Development District, 300
GRADD Way,
Owensboro, KY.

If you have any information re-
garding potential impactsto his-
toric properties or environ-
mental resources including
wetlandsorfloodplains associ-
atedwiththisproposed project,
please provide any comments
by email to ATRO-
REO@eda.gov.

Comments received by 5:00
pm eastern on February 23,
2026 will be considered. A
copy of the NEPA/NHPA de-
cisional document will be avail-
able upon request from ATRO-
REO@eda.gov.

SALE - Clearance Used
Business Items

ALL SALES FINAL - ALL CASH
SALES - no checks or credit
cards

TIME- Saturday , January 24th,
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
LOCATION: Former Nation's
Medicines building located at
3030 Burlew Blvd

ITEMS: Business Equipment-
FIle cabinets, Printers,
Scanners, Fax Machine ,
Furniture- Chairs (ladderback) ,
Oak Dry Sink, Book Shelves,
Rex Rocker, Oak Tables

MISC: Office Supplies (free
stuff), Dinner Bell ( 1880 C.S.
Bell Company )
( cast iron)

NOTICE OF ZONING
HEARING REGARDING

236 EAST LOCUST GROVE
ROAD

A request has been filed with
the Owensboro Metropolitan
Board of Adjustment by Triple
T Machine, LLC c/o Brandon
Trogdon and Melissa Trog-
don for a Conditional Use
Permit in order to operate a
machine shop for metal repair,
welding and fabrication as a
home occupation from a de-
tached accessory structure in
an A-R Rural Agriculture zon-
ing classification.
The above proposal is to be
considered at a meeting of the
Owensboro Metropo l i tan
Board of Adjustment on Feb-
ruary 5, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in
the 4th Floor Auditorium of
City Hall, 101 E. 4th St.,
Owensboro, KY.

RUTH ANN MASON
SECRETARY
LEWIS JEAN
CHAIR

SB PIANO
Professional Piano Tuning

& Repair
Serving Local Homes,
Churches & Studios
• Acoustic piano tuning
• Minor repairs & adjustments
• Hammer reshaping &

action work
• Key leveling & regulation
• Deep internal cleaning
• FREE inspection

for new clients
Reliable, detail-focused ser-
vice from a trained musician
and piano technician.
Call or Text: 270-570-6877
Email: sb32690@gmail.com
Keep your piano sounding its
best.

NOTICE OF ZONING
HEARING REGARDING
2878 SOUTH HAMPTON

ROAD
A request has been filed with
the Owensboro Metropolitan
Board of Adjustment by Lo-
gan and Megan Phillips for a
Conditional Use Permit in or-
der to operate a firewood pro-
cessing, packaging and sales
business as a home occupa-
tion from a detached access-
ory structure in an R-1A
Single Family Residential zon-
ing classification.
The above proposal is to be
considered at a meeting of the
Owensboro Metropo l i tan
Board of Adjustment on Feb-
ruary 5, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in
the 4th Floor Auditorium of
City Hall, 101 E. 4th St.,
Owensboro, KY.
RUTH ANN MASON
SECRETARY
LEWIS JEAN
CHAIR


