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ZXE Collectibles is 

bridging the genera-
tional gap by connect-
ing adults to their youth 
while also connecting 
children with their fam-
ily through its monthly 
show.

Jamie Davila, owner 
of ZXE Collectibles, 
brought the show to 
Murray after learning 
ever ything he could 
through years of vend-
ing at card shows, and 
wanted to bring the 
hobby to his hometown.

One employee of the 
store, Rhylee Sprague, 
explained his own expe-
rience getting into the 
hobby and sharing it 
with others.

“Collecting for me 
star ted when I was a 
kid,” he said. “I grew up 
with Pokémon. I origi-
nally played Heart Gold, 
and then I got into the 
[trading card game]. 
And it was more about 
searching for a hobby 
and the community 
involvement, in which 
I actually got involved 
quite a bit, and it’s been 
fun teaching kids and 
teaching families that 
now they also have a 
hobby where they can 
connect through the age 
gaps.”

Davila said he feels 
much the same.

“It brings me back 
to the days when I 
was young,” he said. 
“I love it so much. Just 
remembering the old 
soundtracks, everything, 
just the play style.. . 
We’re not 3D anymore. 
It’s 2D stuff like that. It 
just brings you back.”

S p r a g u e  s a i d  i t ’ s 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  h i m 
because it helped him to 
connect with his family 
as a child.

“I care about doing 
this because when I was 
a kid, I didn’t really have 
a lot of things where me 
and my parents connect-
ed on, and it was some-
thing that me and my 
siblings did a lot,” he 
said. “And that’s where 
we connected, and that’s 
where we still connect 
today. And I think when 
I get involved in teach-
ing people how to play 
Pokémon or showing 
people the joys of TCG, 
it kind of reminds me 
of fulfilling those sib-
ling-like bonds between 
each other and also try-
ing to bridge the gap 
between parents and 
kids. When nowadays 
there’s not a lot of hob-
bies that really tr y to 
bridge that gap between 
generations.”

Davi la  shared his 
experience using the 
hobby to connect with 
his brothers.

“[S]ince I started this 
collection, I’ve been clos-
er to my brothers than 
I ever was,” he said. 
“We communicate all 
the time. ‘Do you want 
this? Do you want that?’ 
They’re al l  involved 
in collecting as well as 
I am, and that’s what 
brought more fun into it 
because it’s a lot of com-
munication, especially 
with family.”

For those who might 
not want to join in the 
hobby or don’t know 
enough, Sprague said: 
“I think they think about 

it more of like a mone-
tary thing, or they think 
about it as like specific 
TCGs,” he said. “But in 
reality, collecting can be 
pretty much anything. 
Like this vendor behind 
us, he has a PS2 Shadow 
the Hedgehog. That is 
the first Sonic game me 
and my brother played 
together because it had 
the multiplayer func-
tion... Collecting is real-
ly just about something 
that matters to you, like 
Beanie Babies or Cab-
bage Patch Kids.”

Davila said he’s seen 
it bring families together 
firsthand.

“I’ve seen a lot of par-
ents take their kids over 
here to learn,” he said. 
“They don’t know any-
thing about it, but their 
kids love it, and it’s 
something they grow 
together with.”

He said that tur n-
out was slightly less 
than expected, possibly 
because of the fall sea-
son, but added that it’s 
fine as long as ever y-
body is having fun. Davi-
la said for those unsure 
about the hobby, that it 
just takes one glance.

“It ’s  one of  those 
things that it just takes 
one card for them to 
look at that’s their favor-
ite,” he said. “They’ll 
start collecting that indi-
vidual card and it takes 
of f from there. That’s 
how I started... Every-
body was on Charizard... 
One of the most popular 
cards right now there 
is, and everybody wants 
to collect it because it’s 
just so sought after. It’s 
amazing to look at, and 
I tell people... Come in, 
see what you like, see 
something that tickles 
your fancy, and take 
it from there. It always 
evolves into something 
more.”

Sprague said it can 
be a great conversation 
starter.

“I think collecting 
can also be just a great 
centerpiece for conver-
sation starters,” he said. 
“Like, let’s say you start 
collecting this niche lit-
tle thing — Like, you 
collect ever y f lower 
petal — That’s just like a 
niche little thing to start 
talking about. Collecting 
is really just anything 
that you take an inter-
est in. So if you take an 
interest in something, 
why not just collect it 
and have that conversa-
tion with others?”

The two shared an 
upcoming Pokémon 
Case Tournament set 
for Nov. 21. Sprague said 
that they want to start 
hosting tournaments for 
a variety of trading card 
games featuring large 
prizes.

“We want to eventually 
move on to like bigger 
tournaments and better 
things for ever y TCG 
player, because we also 
care about the player 
community as well as 
the collecting communi-
ty,” Sprague said.

“ C a r d  g a m e s  a r e 
amazing,” Davila added. 
“I mean, it’s just so easy 
to pick up. We have so 
many players that will 
help others learn to play 
the card game, not just 
collecting it, which is a 
big plus for us.”

Collectibles show helps attendees 
reconnect with youth and family
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ZXE Collectibles employee Rhylee Sprague (left), 
alongside Owner Jamie Davila (center), with his wife 
and co-owner Chheng Muoy (right).
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Lego figu-
rines were 
one of the 
many collect-
ibles for sale.
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