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More than $250,000 raised for FFA, 4-H through Ag Tag donations

BY MESSENGER STAFF

Almost $1 million was
raised this year by Ken-
tucky drivers who par-
ticipated in the Ag Tag
Program. More than
$940,000 — $941,630 to
be precise — was donat-
ed, according to the
Kentucky Department
of Agriculture.

This brings the cumu-
lative total donated
since 2024 to more than
$2.8 million, according
to the department.

“Kentucky farmers
and agricultural enthu-
siasts have helped us
reach another fantas-
tic total for the Ag Tag
Program this year,”
Agriculture Commis-
sioner Jonathan Shell
said. “This couldn’t be
possible without the
wonderful support of
those who see value
in supporting the next
generation of farmers
through their donations
to the Ag Tag Fund. It’s
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Kentucky'’s Agriculture Commissioner Jonathan Shell presents this year’s Ag Tag
contribution check to the state FFA. More than $940,000 was donated through
license plate renewals and purchases.

that generosity that will
help ensure Kentucky
agriculture has a bright
future.”

The $941,630 total
includes funds generat-
ed by the purchase or
renewal of Kentucky’s

farm vehicle license
plates and the new
“Friends of Agriculture”
special plates, which
became available in Feb-
ruary and allows non-
farm vehicles to support
the Ag Tag Program.

The farm license plate
generated $927,585,
while the “Friends of
Agriculture” special
plate generated $14,045,
the department stated.
The fees are divided
equally between Ken-

tucky 4-H, Kentucky
FFA, and the Kentucky
Department of Agricul-
ture, each group will
receive $313,876.67 this
year.

“Half of the 4-H and
FFA donations are
returned to local coun-
cils and chapters, mean-
ing leaders in the donat-
ing community can use
those funds to cover
the cost of 4-H and FFA
camp and other lead-
ership programs for
youth,” a department
press release stated.
“County 4-H councils
regularly use Ag Tag
dollars to provide 4-H
camp scholarships and
travel for life-changing,
educational experienc-
es...FFA chapters were
free to use the money
to meet the greatest
needs in their commu-
nity, such as FFA jack-
ets for students in need
or helping cover trav-
el costs to leadership

events.”

Ag Tag funds are
generated by making a
$10 voluntary donation
when buying or renew-
ing the aforementioned
license plates. At the
time of publication, the
Grave County-specif-
ic numbers were not
available, but half of
the money raised for
FFA and 4-H goes “back
to the county where
the tag is purchased,”
according to the depart-
ment press release.

“The Ag Tag program
is a powerful example of
how a small investment
can create a lasting
impact,” said Sheldon
McKinney, executive
director of the Ken-
tucky FFA Foundation.
“What starts as a farmer
making a $10 voluntary
donation grows thou-
sands in annual support
for Kentucky agricul-
ture and its young peo-
ple.”

‘CRAZY COINCIDENCF

Area counties experiences
rare ‘quake-nado event

BY KENNA WILLIAMS
FORTHE MESSENGER

Shortly before mid-
night on Wednesday,
area counties were hit
with a combination of
intense straight-line
winds, a 2.5 magnitude
earthquake and a con-
firmed tornado warning
— all of which occurred
almost exactly at the
same time.

On Thursday, WPSD
Local 6’s Chief Meteo-
rologist Trent Okerson
and Meteorologist Mike
Javer spoke about the
overnight storms, not-
ing which local counties
saw the most damage.
Additionally, Nathan
Moran — research sci-
entist at the Center for
Earthquake Research
and Information at the
University of Memphis
discussed the torna-
do-earthquake and —
like Okerson and Javer
— called the weather
event a “crazy coinci-
dence.”

“In the historic record,
in 1782 of all things,
there was a hurricane
hitting Pensacola, and
they experienced an
earthquake at the same
time. That’s the only
coincidental weath-
er-earthquake event that
I know of,” Moran said.
“I've been studying it for
over 25 years now, and
it's always full of surpris-
es. There’s never a dull
moment.”

Straight-line winds,
which were more pow-
erful than the torna-
does in some areas,
struck the region as the
storm swept through.
On Thursday, it was
confirmed that an EF-1
tornado — with peak
winds of 100 miles per
hour — touched down in
northeast Carlisle Coun-
ty and moved east-south-
east into Graves Coun-
ty. A large macroburst
also occurred across
northeast Carlisle and
northern Graves Coun-
ties with widespread
straight-line winds of 80
to 105 mph. While dam-
age was predominantly
reported in Carlisle and
Graves Counties, other
counties experienced the
“crazy coincidence” as
well.

“The highest official
reported wind speed that
we saw was an 82-mile-
per-hour wind gust in
Kirksey in Calloway
County,” Okerson said.
“The radar signature

for the storm, kind of in
between Cunningham
and Lowes, had more
of a tornado signature
with radar. For the rest
of the storm, it was pri-
marily hurricane-force
type winds. It’s probably
likely that we had wide-
spread 70 to 80 mile per
hour winds — and prob-
ably some occasional
gusts that were well over
80 miles per hour.”

While talk of a super
El Nifio has become a
major discussion online,
both Okerson and Javer
clarified that the weath-
er event was a separate
occurrence.

“I would say there’s a
low-end impact with El
Nino on our weather
pattern right now,” Javer
said. “They’re more of a
wintertime thing. You're
really going to start to
see the changes in our
pattern when it comes
to the winter — not so
much the summer at this
point. We’re getting to a
strong El Nifio now, but
we’re not at that super
level yet.”

Okerson added that El
Nino does not directly
cause any one particu-
lar storm or event, but
it can influence the sea-
sons. Similarly, Moran

shared that while peo-
ple may equate weather
with seismic events, the
two may not be as close-
ly intertwined as some
believe.

“In the past, people
did equate weather with
earthquakes. Way into
almost the 20th centu-
ry, people thought of
it as another weather
phenomenon,” Moran
said. “For instance, the
weather bureau ancestor
in the 1870’s — one of
the things of data they
collected was earth-
quakes, and eventually
it split off into separate
fields. But for the lon-
gest time, weather and
earthquakes were seen
as synonymous.”

Moreover, Moran
claimed that the number
of earthquakes in 2026
is within the average
range. He also recom-
mended that people who
experience earthquakes
report it to the United
States Geological Sur-
vey’s “Did You Feel It?”
website. Not only does
this help inform others
of a possible earthquake
in the area, but it con-
tributes to seismological
data.

“When you put it on
Facebook, that data does
not get gathered; it evap-
orates. Any bit of data
on earthquakes is good
data, and any way we can
collect it, we can. But we
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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Proposed Tax Notification

District: 392 Mayfield Independent
School Year: 2026 - 2027

The Mayfield Independent Board of Education
is proposing a general fund tax levy of 72.9
cents on real property and 72.9 cents on

The General Fund tax levied in fiscal year 2026
was 72.1 cents on real property and 72.1 cents
on personal property and produced revenue of
$3,406,522.26. The proposed General Fund
tax rate of 72.9 cents on real property and
72.9 cents on personal property is expected
to produce $3,398,148.83. Of this amount,
$202,482.77.00 is from new and personal
property. The compensating tax for 2027 is
70 cents on real property and 72.1 cents on
personal property and is expected to produce

The proposed rate is not expected to generate
more revenue than received in the preceding

This information is published pursuant to KRS
160.470. The proposed tax rate is not subject to
recall under KRS 132.017.

The General Assembly has required publication
of this advertisement and information contained

don’t collect social media
data,” Moran said.

He also reminded the
community about what
to do when an earth-
quake occurs — shelter
in place, ride it out, leave
the building afterward
and prepare for after-
shocks.

“Earthquakes, even
the small ones, are a
reminder that prepared-
ness for earthquakes
or storms go hand in
hand,” Moran said. “An
earthquake that can
cause damage is like a
storm that can cause
damage, and the prepa-
ration for one can feed
into the preparation for
another.”

Sandra Hall, Facebook

Community member Sandra Hall reports that Wednes-
day night and Thursday morning storms caused tree
damage in Melber, Kentucky.

For further education
on earthquakes, Moran
suggested visiting the

CERI and the Kentucky
Geological Survey web-
sites.
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