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squad. “Obviously sum-
mer camp, it drags. You
have a lot of good days,
but they’re ready to play
one somebody else.
We had our scrimmage
against Owensboro,
and learned a lot from
that. Then we took the
week after to improve on
things that we needed
to improve on. They’re
ready to play. There’s
nothing like Friday
nights. So they’re excit-
ed and would play right
now if they could, but
obviously we got to prep
and get ready.”

With Graves, the story

is opposite. They return
nearly all of their offen-
sive starters, and will
just miss their leading
tackler from last sea-
son, Hunter Ditto, and
some linemen as well.
Graves head coach Tyler
DeBernardi is excited
for another year and
another Battle of the
Birds, and appreciates
what this game does for
the community.

“It’s exciting because
it’s the first game. It just
adds a little bit of extra
flavor into it when it’s
your crosstown rival,”
DeBernardi said. “We’re
excited. It’s always a big
game, a big game for
our community. Pretty
much everybody comes
out to support, so it’s a

great atmosphere for all
the fans, the players, and
even us coaches. I told
the guys this week if I
need to give a speech to
get you ready for Friday
night, we probably need
to send you across the
street to the hospital to
check your pulse.”

Having been around
for two decades, Coach
Hatchell knows the
stakes of this game, as
it sets the tone for the
entire year. He also
believes this game is
the most important of
the season, on the team
can always look back on
regardless of the future
outcome of the rest of
the season.

“It’s the county rivalry.

The winner of this game

gets the high bar in the
county for the year,”
Hatchell said. “They
get to walk a little taller,
and get to carry that lit-
tle bit of pride with you
throughout the year. In
a rivalry like this, you
could win the game and
maybe not even win
another one, and come
back and say ‘Well, we
won that one.” It’s just
one of those things
where you get to walk a
little taller if you win this
game.”

Looking at the histo-
ry of these teams, the
last time Mayfield intro-
duced a new coach,
Cliff Dew in 2024, the
Eagles took home the
win. Coach DeBernar-
di obviously hopes his-

tory repeats itself, as
they look to clinch what
would be their second
win in two years after
the previous 15 match-
ups going to the Cardi-
nals. Coach DeBernardi
said his players come
into this game with a
chip on their shoulder,
but not just about last
year’s meeting with
Mayfield.

“I don’t think it really
has much to do with los-
ing that game last year, I
think it’s just last season
in general,” DeBernardi
said. “Our guys definite-
ly came into the entire
offseason with a chip on
their shoulder and some-
thing to prove. They've
put the work in, and I'm
excited to go out there

Friday night and execute
to see that hard work
pay off.”

Friday night’s rival-
ry matchup brings a
long-awaited start to the
2026 football season, and
a fresh opportunity for
bragging rights between
the Graves and May-
field faithful. Every year
brings a new challenge
with a new set of coach-
es and players, hungry
to earn a win for their
team. The Eagles and
Cardinals will continue
to make their final prepa-
rations for this Friday
night at CORE Physical
Therapy Stadium, where
they plan to lay it all on
the line to set the tone
for the rest of the long
season.

WILL MUITER |The Sun

The Lady Eagles had many chances to put one on the
board throughout the match, but could not convert on

those opportunities.

WILL MUITER | The Sun

Gabby Weldon boots the ball away for Graves during
their loss to Henry County on Monday night.
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everything is going to
click, and hopefully we
can do that by the end of
the season.”

The Lady Eagles have

just one last chance to
get their first win of
the season before they
hit the road for the first
time. They will host
Murray this Thursday
before heading to Mar-
shall County for a match-
up against the Lady Mar-
shals next Tuesday.

Bluegrass Golf Tour

Following in her older sister’s footsteps, Paislie Miller
was named the Bluegrass Golf Tour Player of the Year
in the Girls 12 & Under Division.

MILLER

FROM PAGE B6

9-Hole Player of the Year
award.

Paislie will also receive
an invitation to the Blue-
grass Cup.

The Bluegrass Golf
Tour had 756 paid mem-
bers in 2026, with play-
ers eligible to compete
in more than 50 events.
The top eight event point
totals for each player
were used to determine
the Player of the Year
standings.

The Miller sisters are
among 10 players recog-
nized as 2026 Bluegrass
Golf Tour Players of the
Year across the various
boys and girls divisions.

The Player of the Year
honors come with addi-
tional opportunities for
the top junior golfers.

Through a partnership
between the Bluegrass
Golf Tour and the Flo-
Gas Champion of Cham-
pions Junior Invitational,
the Player of the Year
and runner-up in seven
divisions will have an
opportunity to earn an
invitation to compete in
the 2027 World Champi-
onship in Ireland.

The international event
features junior golfers
from more than 35 coun-
tries and receives World
Amateur Golf Ranking
recognition.

The Bluegrass Cup
field will include 48 play-
ers selected based on
the Player of the Year
rankings. The event
and Player of the Year
awards for the 18-hole
divisions and Girls and
Boys 12 & Under 9-Hole
divisions will be held
October 24-25 at Cross-
winds Golf Club.

JONES
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most prolific rebounder in
Murray State history.

Jones arrived in Mur-
ray in 1988 and quickly
established himself in the
frontcourt. He was physi-
cal around the basket, but
his biggest strength was
his ability to find the ball
once it came off the rim.

Jones won three con-
secutive OVC rebound-
ing titles, averaging 11.2
rebounds per game in
1989-90, 14.2 in 1990-91
and a nation-leading 14.4
as a senior.

His senior season was
the best example of every-
thing Jones brought to the
Racers.

He averaged 21.1 points
and 14.4 rebounds per
game in 1991-92, becom-
ing one of only a handful
of players in program his-
tory to average more than
20 points and 10 rebounds
in a season. His 14.4
rebounds led the nation,

Murray State
University

GORACERS: '

MSU Athletlcs

Popeye Jones was inducted into the Murray State
University Hall of Fame in 2007.

and he helped Murray
State win both the OVC
regular-season and tour-
nament championships.
Jones finished his
Murray State career with
2,057 points and 1,374
rebounds. He remains

the program’s all-time
leader in rebounds and
is the only Racer to finish
his career with at least
2,000 points and 1,000
rebounds.

He was also one of the
most decorated players in

the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence.

Jones was a three-time
All-OVC selection and
was named OVC Player of
the Year in both 1990 and
1991. He earned All-Amer-
ica recognition during
each of his final two sea-
sons and was named OVC
Athlete of the Year in 1991
and 1992.

His senior season
ended with another trip to
the NCAA Tournament.
Murray State entered the
tournament after winning
the OVC regular-season
and tournament champi-
onships, then they faced
the Arkansas Razorbacks
in the opening round.

It was the final college
game for Jones in the loss,
but certainly not the end
of his basketball career.

The Houston Rock-
ets selected Jones with
the 41st overall pick in
the 1992 NBA Draft. He
began his profession-
al career overseas with
Milan before making his

SEE JONES/PAGE B8

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: FIDUCIARY APPOINTMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE GRAVES DISTRICT
COURTAS FOLLOWS:

JULY1,2026  DANIEL GREEN, 817 PRYOR STREET, MAYFIELD, KY 42066
EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF PYLLIS GREEN, 817 PRYOR
STREET, MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. DAVID HARGROVE,
P.0.BOX 315, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

JOSEPH CECIL SPICELAND, 246 WILTON CIRCLE, PADCUAH,

KY 42003, AND GARY LEE SPICELAND, 421 SAID ROAD, PADCUAH, KY
42003, CO-EXECUTORS FOR THE ESTATE OF GREGORY SPICELAND,
1437 WEST SLAUGHTER ROAD, MAYFIELD, KY 42066, G. KENT PRICE
P.0,.BOX 1700, PADUCAH, KY 42002.

MARY DALTON, 1505 DIUGUID DR APT A4, MURRAY, KY 42071-3436
EXECUTRIX FOR THE ESTATE OF PHILIP DALTON, 8896 ST. RT. 80
WEST, MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. W. THOMAS BUNCH, 126

W. MAXWELL ST, STE 200, LEXINGTON, KY 40508-1858.
INDEPENDENCE BANK OF KENTUCKY, TRUSTEE FOR THE

ESTATE OF LAVERNE WHITLOW, ATTY. HON. MAKAYLA O'NEILL

112 EAST WALNUT STREET, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

GREGORY M.YOUNGBLOOD, 257 STONE ROAD, MAYFIELD, KY
42066, EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF TEDDY M. YOUNGBLOOD,
831 MCKENDREE CHURCH ROAD, MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY.

HON. DAVID HARGROVE, PO. BOX 315, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

CRAIG LEVELL, 11400 HELENA TRAIL, PORT ORCHARD,
WASHINGTON 98367 EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF VERDA RAE
LEAVELL, 115 LOWES ROAD, CUNNINGHAM, CARLISLE COUNTY

KY, 42035, ATTY. HON. STAN SPEES, 330 NORTH 9” STREET, PO.

BOX 2860, PADUCAH, KY 42002-2806.

JACOB NORTHINGTON, 39200ST. RT. 440, HICKORY, KY 42051,
EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF LOUIS NED NORTHINGTON,

3920, ST. RT. 440, HICKORY, KY 42051,

DAVID NORSWORTHY, 625 SOUTH 7” STREET, MAYFIELD, KY

42066, ADMINISTRATOR WITH WILL ANNEXED, FOR THE ESTATE

OF DORIS MORRIS, 710 HILLCREST DRIVE, MAYFIELD, KY 42066
ATTY.HON. DAVID HARGROVE, PO. BOX 315, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.
THOMAS WARREN, 45 GARDEN AVE, SYMSONIA, KY 42082
EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF ELDEAN ATWELL, 45 GARDEN

AVE, SYMSONIA, KY 42082, ATTY. HON. MICHAEL CRIDER, PO.

BOX 9, MAYFIELD, KY 42066

DEAGON BRECHBILL, 1019 SALTWATER CIRCLE, ST. AUGUSTINE

FL 32080, ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ESTATE OF KURT BRECHBILL
1875 HWY 384 MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. BRYAN WILSON,

230 N 7" STREET, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

RACHEL LAYTON, 1101 FOSTER ST.MAYFIELD, KY 42066
ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ESTATE OF MELISSA WATSON,

1109 FOSTER ST, MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. MICHAEL
CRIDER, 1325 U.S. HWY 45N, SUITE A, MAYFIELD, KY 42086.

SHELIA BROWN, 362 MCCLAIN ROAD, MAYFIELD, KY 42066,

AND LONZO GRIFFITH JR. 1977 ST. RT. 97, MAYFIELD, KY 42066
CO-EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF BONNIE LOU GRIFFITH 1977
ST.RT. 97 MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. REBECCA REYNOLDS
405 MAPLE STREET, SUITE B, MURRAY, KY 42071.

CODY CLARK, 233 STYERS CEM. LANE BENTON, KY 42025,
EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF SHIRLEY ANN CLARK, 1298
ALEXANDER LOOP, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

HALT. NELSON, 873 GRANNY ROAD, SYMSONIA, KY 42082,

AND TERESA CROWDER, 707 ST. RT. 408 EAST, HICKORY, KY

42051, CO-EXECUTORS FOR THE ESTATE OF NORAM NELSON,

472 JARVIS ROAD, SYMSONIA, KY 42082, ATTY. HON. JESSE

WRIGHT, PO. BOX 454, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

CODY RODGERS, 152 CONSTRUCTION ROAD, MAYFIELD, KY

42066, ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ESTATE OF RICHARD

SHERIDAN, 30 SOUTH ST. PAULD STREET, WINGOKY 42088.
BEVERLY CARLISLE, 213 HERMAN ROAD, MAYFIELD, KY 42066
ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ESTATE OF MARY CALHOUN,

MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. MICHAEL CRIDER, 1325

U.S. HWY 45 P.O.BOX 9, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

JEANNATUCKER, 1380 ALTON ROAD, WINGO, KY 42088,

EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF RALPH J. CHAMPION JR.

1756 ST. RT. 1748 WEST, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FOLLOWING FIDUCIARY ESTATES HAVE FILED FINAL
SETTLEMENTS. ANY PERSON DESIRING TO FILE EXCEPTIONS TO A FINAL SETTLEMENT MUST DO
SO WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE KENTUCKY REVISED
STATUTES.

SHELLY LOVELACE, EXECUTRIX FOR THE ESTATE OF VICTORIA SIMS.

KAREN HARPER, GUARDIAN FOR THE ESTATE OF SPENCER HOPWOOD, A MINOR.
GREG SLOAN, GUARDIAN FOR THE ESTATE OF DARCEY SLOAN, A MINOR.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FIDUCI ARY ESTATES HAVE FILED PERIODIC
SETTLEMENTS. ANY PERSONS DESIRING TO FILE EXCEPTIONS TO A PERIODIC
SETTLEMENT MUST DO SO WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
KENTUCKY REVISED STATUTES.

WAYNE FLINT, ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ESTATE OF SUZANNE FLINT, ATTY. HON.
DAVID HARGROVE.

KEVIN COPELAND, EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF DOROTHY SUE COPELAND,
ATTY.HON. HOLLY HOMRA.

FRANKLIN G. WILKERSON, EXECTUOR FOR THE ESTATE OF FRANKLIN J.WILKERSON, ATTY. HON.
JESSE WRIGHT.
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football season with the arrival of new coach Will Stein

and The Cats’ Pause is here to get the party started with our
30th Kentucky Football Yearbook.

Inside the yearbook, you will find;

® Q&A with new head coach Will Stein

@ Q&A with offensive coordinator Joe Sloan

® Q&A with defensive coordinator Jay Bateman
@ Stein‘s journey to head coach. Why Kentucky?
® The QB Whisperer

@ Meet the Cats. A position-by-position feature

@ Previewing all 12 UK opponents

@ BONUS: The life journey of UK freshman Ben Myers.
@ High School Preview, Class A-6A
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