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Jaxon Kohler led the Big Ten in defensive rebounding
rate as a senior at Michigan State last season.

Kohler turns
down Kentucky
to finish college

basketball
career at home

BY BEN ROBERTS
broberts@herald-leader.com

Mark Pope and the
Kentucky men’s basket-
ball coaching staff made a
spirited run at transfer
portal star Jaxon Kohler
this week.

In the end, the Cats
came up short.

Kohler — a 6-foot-10
forward from American
Fork, Utah — committed
to BYU on Thursday night,
picking the Cougars as the
final stop in his college
basketball career as he
awaits word on his eligi-
bility for the 2026-27
season. American Fork is a
suburb of Provo, where
BYU is located.

He was also considering
Kentucky, Kansas and
Louisville before whittling
down his options to BYU
and UK earlier Thursday.

One of dozens of play-
ers from the high school
class of 2022 who have
joined lawsuits around the
country in hopes of earn-
ing a fifth season of NCAA
eligibility, Kohler and his
fellow plaintiffs in a Cali-
fornia court case were
granted a temporary in-
junction this week that
allowed them to enter the
transfer portal and look
for a new school as the
legal process played out.

Within minutes of Koh-
ler hitting the transfer

portal Tuesday, Pope was
on the phone with the
23-year-old player. That
urgency earned UK’s staff
the first Zoom call with
Kohler and his family
Wednesday afternoon. Jeff
Kohler, the player’s father,
told the Herald-Leader
that it was an “awesome”
conversation that lasted
two and half hours.

It wasn’t enough to
bring Kohler to Lexington,
however.

BYU began the process
as the consensus favorite
(though Kohler’s father
disputed that narrative in
an interview with the
Herald-Leader on
Wednesday) and head
coach Kevin Young was
able to close the deal on a
player who gained the
reputation last season as
one of the best rebounders
in college basketball.

Kohler averaged 12.5
points and 8.9 rebounds
per game as a senior at
Michigan State last sea-
son. He has spent all four
years of his college career
with the Spartans, making
69 starts over the past two
seasons for coach Tom
I1zzo’s program. He also
shot 38.9% on 149 3-point
attempts as a senior.

At BYU, he’ll join a
roster that features former
UK guard Collin Chan-
dler, who transferred to
the Big 12 program this
offseason, and star point

guard Rob Wright, who
visited Lexington as he
explored a potential trans-
fer before ultimately de-
ciding to return to Provo.

Pope, who also recruited
Kohler out of high school
when he was the head
coach at BYU, has been
looking for more physical-
ity as he tries to find the
right fit for the 15th spot
on Kentucky’s 2026-27
roster.

UK’s full attention will
now turn to All-SEC for-
ward Mark Mitchell, who
was a McDonald’s All-
American in the 2022 high
school class before start-
ing for two years at Duke
as an underclassman and
emerging as a standout
player at Missouri over the
past two seasons.

Mitchell has joined an
eligibility lawsuit against
the NCAA in the state of
Kentucky, and an initial
ruling in that case is ex-
pected to come Friday.
Mitchell and his fellow
plaintiffs are seeking tem-
porary relief from the
NCAA'’s eligibility and
transfer portal rules after
players from the 2022
class were not grandfa-
thered into the organiza-
tion’s new age-based eligi-
bility model, which will
give all current and future
college athletes five years
to play up to five seasons.

Due to NCAA rules,
college coaches are not
permitted to directly con-
tact Mitchell and other
players in his situation
until they officially enter
the transfer portal, which
they cannot do without a
court ruling.

If Mitchell is able to
enter the portal, a move
that could come as soon as
Friday, the Kentucky staff
is expected to reach out to
the 6-9 forward directly
and move as quickly as
possible to gain his com-
mitment for next season.

Mitchell averaged 18.3
points, 5.2 rebounds and
3.6 assists per game as a
senior at Missouri last
season. He scored a ca-
reer-high 32 points in an
SEC Tournament loss to
Kentucky.

Kentucky is projected to
begin the season in the
15-20 range in the Top 25
rankings, with a lineup
featuring sophomore cen-
ter Malachi Moreno and
transfer portal headliners
Milan Momcilovic, Zoom
Diallo and Alex Wilkins,
though the addition of
Mitchell would likely
boost the Cats’ standing
nationally.

Kentucky basketball
adds another
marquee opponent
to home schedule

BY BEN ROBERTS
broberts@herald-leader.com

It won’t be a regular
season game, but the
Kentucky men’s basket-
ball team has added an-
other high quality oppo-
nent to its home schedule
for the 2026-27 season.

Texas Tech will visit
Lexington on Oct. 23 for
what is expected to be the
second of three exhibition
games for the Cats before
the regular season begins.
UK already had a Rupp
Arena date with Little
Rock set for Oct. 16,
which will serve as the
exhibition opener for
Mark Pope’s team.

College basketball
teams will be allowed to
play up to three exhibition
games this year, an in-
crease from the previous
limit of two under old
NCAA rules. The third
and final exhibition game,
which is also expected to
be played in Rupp, has not
yet been finalized.

Texas Tech advanced to
the second round of the
NCAA Tournament last
season and made it to the
Elite Eight the year before
that. The Red Raiders
have made the March
Madness field in each of

coach Grant McCasland’s
three seasons in charge so
far, and they’re expected
to be back in the NCAA
Tournament again in
2027.

The latest ESPN Bracke-
tology projections, which
were updated this week,
have both Kentucky and
Texas Tech as 5 seeds in
the NCAA Tournament
field.

While the Red Raiders
are absent from the most
recent preseason Top 25
rankings posted by ESPN
and CBS Sports, they’re
No. 13 in the early Torvik
ratings, which predict
McCasland will have the
No. 7 offense in college
basketball and a top 25
defense nationally.

JT Toppin, who was
averaging 21.8 points and
10.8 rebounds per game
before suffering a season-
ending knee injury in
February, will be back
with the program, though
he’s not expected to be
active in time for the exhi-
bition game against Ken-
tucky.

Texas Tech has also
picked up star forward
Darrion Williams this
offseason. Williams was a
standout player for the
school before transferring
to NC State last season.

He transferred back to the
Red Raiders for the 2026-
27 campaign and is among
the fifth-year seniors at-
tempting to gain one more
season of eligibility.

McCasland could also
add more key pieces to his
roster in the coming
weeks, with a flood of
fifth-year players expected
to return to college bas-
ketball as a result of eligi-
bility lawsuits against the
NCAA.

The addition of Texas
Tech to the home sched-
ule gives UK one more
marquee name for home
fans. Louisville is the only
power conference pro-
gram on the nonconfer-
ence regular season slate
of Rupp games. UK added
Wichita State to its home
schedule last week.

The Cats are still ex-
pected to have one of the
most difficult schedules in
the country next season.
They’ll play neutral site
games against Indiana,
Kansas and North Car-
olina, with a road game at
Virginia and an 18-game
slate against competition
from the SEC, which is
once again expected to be
the toughest league in the
sport.

Kentucky’s regular sea-
son opener will be played
against Manhattan on
Nov. 3 in Rupp Arena.

The Cats are projected
to be a preseason Top 25
team, led by the return of
starting center Malachi
Moreno and a highly tout-
ed transfer class that fea-
tures expected starters
Milan Momcilovic, Zoom
Diallo and Alex Wilkins.
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BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-866-981-1569

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more
in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-846-0382

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Acculevel. Your foundation repair and basement waterproofing experts. Whether basement, crawl space or concrete slab
we'll guide you on the right path to a healthy home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restrictions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-866-558-7730

HEALTH
Audien Hearing. The worlds first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-513-0453

HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus,
Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer
details.

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater independence and stay in the home you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 1-855-820-2844

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting material — steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up to 50% off installation + Additional 10% off install
(for military, health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power move.
HOME WARRANTY
Repairing or replacing appliances and home systems like heating and cooling can be costly. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any plan today. Workmanship Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home Ser-
vices 1-866-384-8998

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-866-327-1782
| buy old guitars and amps. Gibson, Fender, Martin, Marshall, Supro, Magnatone, and others. Amp tubes, studio equipment,
microphones, etc. Amuse63 @aol.com or call/text David at 502-641-9009.

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-1196

TAX HELP
End your tax worries today. Let us make your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

WATCHES
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-877-403-2862

IPL0367924
Aug 23 2026
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2012 Honda Fit Black

Vin: JHMGES8H3XCC021797
Jess and Sons LLC
24 Shaler Street
Covington, Ky, 41014
859-431-2557
IPL0366788
Aug 23,30,Sep 6 2026

The University of Kentucky seeks a
full-time Business Intelligence De-
veloper Senior in Lexington, Ken-
tucky. Position is responsible for
Business Intelligence (Bl) Special-
ization duties (20%) incl. serving as
an analytics subject matter expert
(SME); providing analytical applica-
tion guidance, data analysis to busi-
ness domains, sub-domains & end
users; supporting Epic upgrades;
Bl Development duties (40%) incl.
developing reports, reporting tools,
& complex SQL scripts; developing
data analysis services for UKHC
& affiliates; developing/modifying
effective analytical data assets to
meet organizational needs. Bl Pro-
cess duties (10%) incl. assisting
customers with reporting tools &
resources; translating business
questions & requirements into ac-

Legals & Public Notices

2019 CHEV TRAVERSE BLACK
VIN: 1GNEVGKW8KJ130050
Joshua J Boykin
Michele Boykin
Capitol One Auto Finance

Jess and Sons LLC

24 Shaler Street

Covington, Ky 41014

859-431-2557

IPLO366820

Aug 23,30,Sep 6 2026

Recruitment

Employment

Next Level Truck & Trailer Service
Center LLC seeks Truck Mechanic
— Electrical Systems in Nicholas-
ville, KY. Req: 2 yrs exp as Truck
Mech, Auto Electrician, Elec Tech-
nician, or related, perfmng elec

diagnstcs and repairs of trucks or tionable information by utilizing
N E ED TO mech equip sys. Mustve othr rel analytical and data abstraction
wrk exp. FT. Salary $58,490 /yr. techniques (e.g, SQL queries)

Std Corp Benes. Send resumes:
HR Dept., Next Level Truck & Trailer
Service Center LLC, 110 Olympic
Dr., Nicholasville, KY 40356. EOE.

with clinicians. Continuous Service
Improvement duties (10%) incl.
supporting and endorsing the ser-
vice-oriented organization in identi-
fying & implementing improvements
to IT services. Project Execution
duties (10%) incl. mentoring others
in project milestones; developing &
executing solutions to meet project
objectives; identifying, sequencing,
scheduling & completing project
tasks & deliverables. Customer Ser-
vice duties (10%) incl. responding
to & resolving customer incidents,
requests & projects/routing issues
to appropriate person/dept; proac-
tively recognizing opportunities for
service recovery & acting quickly
to resolve issues. This position
requires a Bachelor's degree in
Computer Science, Mathematics,
or a related field, or a foreign equiv-
alent, and 2 years of experience in
Business Intelligence (Bl) reporting
and analytics, and 2 years of expe-
rience using SQL. Telecommuting
is permitted. Qualified candidates
should apply at jd.fox@uky.edu
with the email subject “Business
Intelligence Developer Senior.”

Service Directory

Home & Business Improvement

Mothers Restoration
We do all home repairs, additions,
kitchen - basement remodels-handy-
man services available- insured, li-
censed 859 699 9949

REPLACE
THAT

Employment

OLD

Design Engineers needed full-time
at our Lexington, KY office to per-
form structural analysis, design,
and detailing for steel, reinforced
concrete, timber, and mason-
ry structures in accordance with
applicable codes and standards,
including IBC, ACI, and ASCE. Re-
quires Master’s Degree in Civil En-
gineering with structural emphasis
or foreign equiv.; 2 years exp in
structural engineering; previous
exp in designing steel and concrete
structures and use of Revit, Auto-
CAD and ROBOT. Candidate may
work remotely but must live within
180 miles of Lexington, KY home
office and have use of automobile
for up to 8 visits per month at home
office.E-mail current resume and
2 professional references to Free-
land Harris Consulting Engineers
of Kentucky Inc at kanderson@
fhce.com

DRYER?

Let Classifieds Help

LD-LEADER
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LOOKING
FOR THE
PERFECT
GIFT

FOR

THAT
SPECIAL
SOMEONE?

Employment

Next Level Truck & Trailer Service
Center LLC seeks Mechanic -
Trucks & Trailers in Nicholasville,
KY. Req: 2 yrs exp as a Mechanic
or rel occu perfmg vehicle maint-
nce, diagnostics, & repair. Must'v
other rel wrk exp. FT, $65,146/yr.
Std. Corp Benes. Send resumes:
HR Dept., Next Level Truck & Trailer
Service Center LLC, 110 Olympic
Dr., Nicholasville, KY 40356. EOE.

LOOKING
FOR
THAT
PERFECT
NEW
JOB?

Employment

Digital Commerce Manager
(Mt. Sterling, KY) Approve & main-
tain catalog of digital art reproduc-
tions; determine prices; compose
descriptions & images of prod-
ucts for posting; manage digital
storefront & website functionality;
prepare marketing material; man-
age orders, invoices, & receipts;
supervise all printing ops to en-
sure quality of product. Min Req:
HS Diploma; 3 yrs exp in digital
commerce & knowledge of print-
ing processes & digital commerce
techniques, customer service skills,
use of word processing & spread-
sheet software. Send resume to RIP
Technologies, 440 Caswell Ln, Mt.
Sterling, KY 40353
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