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and play defense. Sim-
mons, 30, is averaging 7.4
points a game for his ca-
reer.
But the concerns out-

weigh what he could bring
to the table.
Simmons has been lim-

ited by back issues going
back to 2022 when he was
with the Nets. He didn’t
play at all last year. While
he has reportedly regained
his athleticism, it’s unclear
how many minutes he’ll
be able to log. What are
the assurances that his
back won’t flare up again?
The Wolves need some-
one who can handle a
workload of a four.
And while Simmons can

create, play defense and
rebound, he can’t shoot
from deep. That would be
problematic on the small-
ball, floor-spacing Wolves.
LaMelo Ball, Anthony
Edwards, Jaden McDa-
niels, Terrence Shannon
Jr. and others are going to
get up and down the court
and look to either shoot
3-pointers, drive and kick

MINNEAPOLIS No,
Wolves fans. You have not
fallen through the time
vortex and landed back in
2021.
But, yes, this is about

Ben Simmons coming to
Minnesota.
A report on Monday has

Simmons, healthy and
seeking NBA re-employ-
ment, is about to begin
workouts with the Austra-
lian national team. Corre-
sponding speculation was
immediate, with a number
of teams mentioned as
destinations. The report
mentioned that Simmons
has a non-guaranteed
offer on the table for train-
ing camp with a Western
Conference team.
Not Minnesota, please.
It brings back memories

of the constant Simmons-
to-the-Wolves trade ru-
mors that were prevalent
for several months in
2021. It should be pointed
out that it occurred during
Gersson Rosas’ tenure as
president of basketball
operations, not current
majordomo Tim Connel-
ly’s.
This time, the Wolves

should proceed as if Sim-
mons doesn’t exist and
focus on getting their
new-look team ready for
2026-27.
Clearly, the Wolves

have a need at the four
after Naz Reid and Julius
Randle departed in trades.
They could use a front-
court player. The 6-
foot-10 Simmons would
bring them another play-
maker who can rebound

or finish at the rim.
In seven NBA seasons,

Simmons has attempted a
total of 36 3-pointers. His
last attempt was during
the 2022-23 season. Oppo-
nents are going to sag off
of him, congesting the
lane and affecting drives
to the rim.
While the Wolves’ sign-

ing of Trey Lyles wasn’t
splashy move, he has
attempted over 1,800
3-pointers during his ca-
reer, making 34.7% of
them. Lyles, who’s also
30, can help with spacing.
Simmons can’t.
This is 2026, not 2021.

The Wolves are a different
team than when they
showed interest in him
five years ago. Simmons
needs to prove his back
can hold up and handle a
workload.
The Wolves need a

solution at the four, not a
reclamation project. So
the Ben Simmons recla-
mation tour should not
originate from Target
Center.

COMMENTARY

Wolves need help after
losing Reid and Randle.
Simmons isn’t the answer
BY LA VELLE E. NEAL III
Star Tribune/Tribune Content
Agency

LUKE HALES TNS

Ben Simmons of the Brooklyn Nets plays against the
Milwaukee Bucks at Barclays Center on Oct. 27, 2024, in
New York.

anymore,” the Inter Mia-
mi star wrote. “I know you
were suffering and that
this is for the best, but you
left us far too soon. We
still had so much left to
enjoy together.
“You kept asking me to

play in the last World Cup,
and it was just days before
it started that you took a
turn for the worse. It was
the first time you weren’t
going to be at a tourna-
ment, but Mum kept tell-
ing me you’d get better
and that you’d be well
enough to travel. I’d tell
you that we’d make it to
the final so you could
travel.
“Every time a match

ended, I’d wait for your
message and miss it.
That’s when I realized the
situation was really bad.
Even so, I couldn’t stop
thinking about getting as
far as possible, to give you
time to watch a match. We
reached the final and you
couldn’t be there. I want-
ed to win it so I could take
it to you and show you
another trophy. I couldn’t
do it, my legs wouldn’t
carry me any further. This
time I tried to go against
my physical limits, but I
couldn’t. I never managed
to feel right.
“When I got back, you

thought we’d lost the final
on penalties. We couldn’t
talk about any of what had
happened. You couldn’t
enjoy any of it. We didn’t
win the title, but you have
no idea how much we
enjoyed every match.
Once again, you were
right: I had to be there and
play.
“I’m telling you this

because it was the only
thing we couldn’t talk
about, because you al-
ready know all the rest.
We spoke every day and
saw each other whenever
we could, depending on
my commitments.

Soccer legend Lionel
Messi doubts his playing
career will last “much
longer” following the
recent death of his father.
Jorge Messi passed away

on Saturday at the age of
68 after being hospitalized
during this summer’s
World Cup.
Lionel Messi, 39, posted

a statement on social
media on Wednesday
saying he “does not know
how to carry on.”
“All I ever did was play

football, and now I have a
fair few doubts as to
whether I’ll carry on doing
it for much longer,” the
Inter Miami forward
wrote. “You were by my
side from the start, we
were so close to the end
(of his career). Why didn’t
you hang on just that little
bit longer so we could
finish it together?”
Messi, an eight-time

Ballon d’Or winner as the
world’s greatest player,
currently is in his fourth
season with Miami. He led
the team to its first MLS
Cup championship and
won his second straight
league MVP award last
season.
The Argentina native is

under contract with Inter
Miami through 2028,
earning a reported base
salary of $25 million per
campaign.
Jorge Messi played a

significant role in his son’s
development and his pro-
fessional career, having
served as his agent and
business manager.
Here is the full text of

Messi’s emotional post:
“Dad, I still can’t be-

lieve you’re gone. I can’t
get my head round it -- or
rather, I don’t want to. It’s
so hard for me to imagine
that I won’t see you ever
again, that we won’t talk

“I don’t know what I’m
going to do without you, I
don’t know how to carry
on. All I ever did was play
football, and now I have a
fair few doubts as to
whether I’ll carry on doing
it for much longer. You
were by my side from the
start, we were so close to
the end (of his career).
Why didn’t you hang on
just that little bit longer so
we could finish it togeth-
er?
“I know that your happi-

ness came from seeing
your family doing well --
your wife and your chil-
dren, and above all, with-
out the others finding out,
watching me play ...
(winking emoji)
“Ever since I was a little

boy, it was always like
that. You’d take me to
every training session as
soon as you got home
from work. Mum used to
take me to a lot of them
because you were work-
ing.
“Of course, you never

missed a single match.
How you suffered watch-
ing me and how you en-
joyed it, even though you
never showered me with
praise.
“You were a dad, a

friend and a representa-
tive. You were always the
person you needed to be
at every moment, and you
never got anything wrong.
Despite the odd reproach
or argument, you were
always right. In the end,
things always turned out
as you said they would.
“I’m going to miss you

so much, but you’ll always
be present, and above all
in bringing up my chil-
dren, because I’m teach-
ing and raising them as
you both did with me.
“Rest in peace and look

after us from up there, just
as you did here. Thank
you for everything.
“I love you, dad.”

Messi doubts playing ‘for much
longer’ after father’s death
Field Level Media
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Legals Legals Employment Employment

Help Wanted
Dan Cummins Ford, located in
Nicholasville, KY, is hiring a full-
time Ford Service Technician. Du-
ties: check systems, test drive vehi-
cles, diagnosis & repair vehicles, fix
cars. Must have a driver’s license
& High school degree & 24 months
of experience as a mechanic. Email
resume to Jessica Gilbert:jessica-
gilbert@dancummins.com

Electrical Engr in Lexington, KY.
Assist dsgn, implmnt, maint, imprv
elect systms for commrc prpse.
Eval bid doc. Wrk on elec dsgns.
Org bid doc. Utilize Autodesk Revit,
AutoCAD, or comparable one. Min
reqt: Bachelor in Electrical Eng’g or
Eng’g & 6 mo. of full- or part-time
wrk exp. App: Amteck LLC, 1387
E New Circle Rd.,# 130, Lexington,
KY 40505.

Legals & Public Notices Legals & Public Notices
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-866-981-1569
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-

stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.

Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-888-302-4539
BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT

Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.
BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max,

Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden

fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-833-353-2982
DEBT HELP

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more
in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602
Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help vet-

erans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-846-0382
FOUNDATION REPAIR

Acculevel. Your foundation repair and basement waterproofing experts. Whether basement, crawl space or concrete slab
we’ll guide you on the right path to a healthy home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restrictions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-866-558-7730
HEALTH

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-513-0453
HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus,
Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer
details.
Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater independence and stay in the home you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 off plus

FREE installation. Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 1-855-820-2844
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.
HOME WARRANTY

Repairing or replacing appliances and home systems like heating and cooling can be costly. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any plan today. Workmanship Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home Ser-
vices 1-866-384-8998
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258
INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-866-327-1782
I buy old guitars and amps. Gibson, Fender, Martin, Marshall, Supro, Magnatone, and others. Amp tubes, studio equip-

ment, microphones, etc. Amuse63@aol.com or call/text David at 502-641-9009.
SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-1196
TAX HELP

End your tax worries today. Let us make your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax now 1- 855-671-3561
WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-877-403-2862
IPL0366144
Aug 16 2026

2012 Honda Fit Black
Vin: JHMGE83XCC021797
Owner:Andreilmil Gregoio

Sanchez
Jess and Sons LLC
24 Shaler Street
Covington, Ky. 41014
8594312557
IPL0361454
Aug 2,9,16 2026

Next Level Truck & Trailer Service
Center LLC seeks Mechanic –
Trucks & Trailers in Nicholasville,
KY. Req: 2 yrs exp as a Mechanic
or rel occu perfmg vehicle maint-
nce, diagnostics, & repair. Must’v
other rel wrk exp. FT, $65,146/yr.
Std. Corp Benes. Send resumes:
HR Dept., Next Level Truck & Trailer
Service Center LLC, 110 Olympic
Dr., Nicholasville, KY 40356. EOE.

Service DirectoryPUBLIC SALE
Available 8/27/26 9am. Units available
for public bidding will be announced
on the block. Public bidders must
arrive between 8 & 8:30am, show
photo ID, & pay the $50 non-re-
fundable registration fee & a sep-
arate, refundable $1,000 deposit
per car. Certified Checks only - NO
CASH. Consumer Portfolio Services:
2GNAXSEV9K6211604 - 19 Equi-
nox, 1GNSKBKC0JR249103 - 18
Tahoe. American Credit Acceptance:
209965-14 Corolla016517-21 Elantra,
276809-16 Malibu , 612281-14 Ar-
mada, 260131-23 Rav4 ,704161-
13 Sonata , 129379-18 Cherokee,
397001-23 Model 3, 534823-11 1500,
853169-18 Rav4, 918921-17 Corolla,
174269-16 Malibu, 215249-19 Civic,
525160-23 CX-30, 299426-17 Tra-
verse , 151062-19 Terrain, 803645-15
Spark, 315169-13 Lacrosse, 527584-
21 CompassL12852-21 Nautilus,
329853-16 Sonata, 370138-19 Sen-
tra, 233886-12 Focus, 275005-15
Murano, 512745-11 Charger, 638269-
13 Camry , 716633-15 Pathfinder,
870547-17 Rogue529522-21 Com-
pass, 763490-19 Elantra, 854305-16
CX-5, 102191-17 Encore, 227021-10
Traverse ,259442-14 Charger. Set to
run August 16th
IPL0364391
Aug 16 2026

Home & Business Improvement
Mothers Restoration

We do all home repairs, additions,
kitchen - basement remodels-handy-
man services available- insured, li-
censed 859 699 9949

KENTUCKY.COM

LOOKING
FOR THAT
PERFECT
THING?

Let Classifieds Help

Next Level Truck & Trailer Service
Center LLC seeks Truck Mechanic
– Electrical Systems in Nicholas-
ville, KY. Req: 2 yrs exp as Truck
Mech, Auto Electrician, Elec Tech-
nician, or related, perfmng elec
diagnstcs and repairs of trucks or
mech equip sys. Must’ve othr rel
wrk exp. FT. Salary $58,490 /yr.
Std Corp Benes. Send resumes:
HR Dept., Next Level Truck & Trailer
Service Center LLC, 110 Olympic
Dr., Nicholasville, KY 40356. EOE.

Digital Commerce Manager
(Mt. Sterling, KY) Approve & main-
tain catalog of digital art reproduc-
tions; determine prices; compose
descriptions & images of prod-
ucts for posting; manage digital
storefront & website functionality;
prepare marketing material; man-
age orders, invoices, & receipts;
supervise all printing ops to en-
sure quality of product. Min Req:
HS Diploma; 3 yrs exp in digital
commerce & knowledge of print-
ing processes & digital commerce
techniques, customer service skills,
use of word processing & spread-
sheet software. Send resume to RIP
Technologies, 440 Caswell Ln, Mt.
Sterling, KY 40353

KENTUCKY.COM
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NEED A
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