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Bears wideout Odunze says
his ‘foot feels great’

BY SEAN HAMMOND
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO

Rome Odunze’s foot is
not an issue.

The third-year Chicago
Bears wide receiver want-
ed to make that clear after
practice Thursday at Ha-
las Hall. Odunze, 24, had
said in the spring he was
adjusting to his “new
normal” after a foot injury
kept him out for five
games last year.

Upon reflection,
Odunze said Thursday he
didn’t articulate his
thoughts well with that
previous comment.

“Ijust kind of meant
that I had an injury (last
season),” Odunze said.
“That’s it. That’s football.
My foot feels great. My
foot feels amazing.”

Odunze elected not to
have surgery on the stress
fracture in his left foot. He

Bears wide receiver Rome Odunze hauls in a pass during training camp on Wednesday.
Odunze made it clear on Thursday that last year’s foot issues are behind him.

was a full participant dur-
ing the spring practice
period as well as the first
two practices of training

Indiana ready for
more after historic

‘25 season

Field Level Media

The Indiana football
team got to take quite a
victory lap this offseason.

A national champion-
ship is always sweet, but it
probably tasted that much
better coming from a
program that was the
losingest in college foot-
ball history at this time
last year.

After the Hoosiers rev-
eled in finishing off the
first 16-0 season in mod-
ern college football histo-
ry, coach Curt Cignetti is
ready for more.

“I’m really excited. I've
been on vacation long
enough,” Cignetti said
Thursday at Big Ten
media days in Chicago.
“I'm tired of being bossed
around by my wife. I'm
ready to boss somebody
else around and develop a
football team.”

Cignetti made historic
basketball power Indiana
into a football juggernaut
overnight, posting a 27-2
record over his first two
seasons, nearly as many
wins as the 28 the pro-
gram had in the six years
before his arrival com-
bined.

But after last year’s
team proved its bona fides
with six wins over top-10
opponents, this year’s
team has some new faces
that will need to step up.

Most notably, after
Heisman Trophy-winning
quarterback Fernando
Mendoza was the No. 1
pick in the NFL Draft in
April, TCU transfer Josh
Hoover is stepping in.
Hoover completed 65.2%
of his passes over the past
three seasons for 9,629
yards, 71 touchdowns and
33 interceptions.

Standout receivers
Omar Cooper Jr. and Eli-
jah Sarratt are also gone,
replaced by productive
Michigan State transfer
Nick Marsh.

Amid the turnover,
Cignetti doesn’t believe
much will change.

MICHIGAN

No team in college foot-
ball has been unwillingly
thrust into the spotlight
more this offseason than
Michigan.

Head coach Sherrone
Moore was fired in De-
cember for an inappropri-
ate relationship with a
staff member and sub-
sequently was arrested for
allegedly trespassing at
the employee’s house and
threatening her.

Before that was the
Connor Stalions sign-
stealing scandal that
loomed over Michigan’s
2023 national champion-
ship campaign.

Kyle Whittingham, who
left Utah in December
after 21-plus seasons and a
program-record 177 wins,
was hired to guide the
team through the tumultu-
ous period of turnover.

Whittingham said of the
Michigan players,
“They’re hungry and
ready to get back in a
season, get some football.
They’ve been through a
lot in the last four or five
years. Hopefully, we can
put the drama to bed and
just get back to being
student-athletes and hav-
ing a great college experi-
ence.”

Quarterback Bryce Un-
derwood taking a step
forward in Year 2 with the
program would make
things easier for Whitting-
ham. The No. 1 overall
recruit in the 2025 class,
Underwood didn’t have
the most impressive stat
line as a true freshman
(60.3% completion rate,
2,428 yards, 11 passing
TDs, nine interceptions
with 392 rushing yards
and six TDs) but still man-
aged to lead Michigan to
nine wins.

Underwood feels more
confident after training
alongside Cincinnati Ben-
gals quarterback Joe Bur-
row, a former Heisman
Trophy winner, this off-
season.

NEBRASKA

Matt Rhule brought a
level of stability that had
been missing at Nebraska
in his first three years atop
the program.

After the Cornhuskers
had seven straight losing
seasons from 2017-23,
Nebraska won seven
games in both 2024 and
‘25.

Standing alongside
three national champion-
ship trophies after a differ-
ent Big Ten team won it
all in each of the past
three seasons, Rhule made
it clear he is not yet close
to what he wants to ac-
complish in Lincoln.

“I stood up here a few
years ago saying before we
can talk about doing great
things, we have to earn
back the respect. These
(players), they kind of
erased the narratives,”
Rhule said. “... We know
that’s not enough. We
didn’t come to Nebraska
to go 7-6. We came to
compete for this (trophy).
Being here today with
teams who have won the
national championship,
it’s inspiring.”

Former five-star quar-
terback prospect Dylan
Raiola, an early recruiting
coup for Rhule, left Ne-
braska this offseason after
two years with the pro-
gram.
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he was the clear No. 1
target in the offense with
44 catches for 661 yards
and six touchdowns
through the first 12 games
- on pace for just shy of
1,000 yards.

The Bears shut him
down for the final five
regular-season games in
order to get his foot right
for the playoffs. Despite
the extended absence,
Odunze led the team with
90 targets for the season.
He returned for the post-
season, recording two
catches for 44 yards in
both games.

In June, Odunze said his
foot was back to 100%
healthy, but he indicated
it didn’t necessarily feel
the same as before.

“This is my new nor-
mal,” Odunze said June 3
during organized team
activities. “And it’s not
from a standpoint that I'm
always in pain, but the
way my foot broke, there’s
calluses in there that cre-
ates a different type of
foot structure with those
bones - different types of
things that kind of shift
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camp. report in late October last  things around. So my new
Odunze, the No. 9 pick  season. He continued to normal was kind of what I
in the 2024 draft, first play through the injury for am going into.”

appeared on the injury
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a while. During that time, He said Thursday that

Legals & Public Notices
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-866-981-1569

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located
mile from |-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more
in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-846-0382

FOOD/GROCERY
Omaha Steaks - World Famous Perfection! 100% guaranteed and delivered to your door! Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507 and mention code 81305BVA or
visit www.omahasteaks.com/Savory3148

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Acculevel. Your foundation repair and basement waterproofing experts. Whether basement, crawl space or concrete slab
we’ll guide you on the right path to a healthy home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restrictions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-866-558-7730

HEALTH
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-513-0453

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus,
Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer
details.

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater independence and stay in the home you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 1-855-820-2844
HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power move.
HOME WARRANTY
Repairing or replacing appliances and home systems like heating and cooling can be costly. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any plan today. Workmanship Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home Ser-
vices 1-866-384-8998

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-866-327-1782
SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-1196

TAX HELP
End your tax worries today. Let us make your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

WATCHES
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-877-403-2862

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and
Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky
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PUBLIC SALE
Available 8/13/26 9am. Units available

2012 Honda Fit Black

for public bidding will be announced Vin: JHIMGE83XCC021797 LOOKING
on the block. Public bidders must 0wner=Agdre=mll Gregoio

arrive between 8 & 8:30am, show anchez

photo D, & pay the $50 non-refund- | Jess and Sons LLC FO R TH E
able registration fee & a separate, | 24 Shaler Street

refundable $1,000 deposit per car. | Covington, Ky. 41014 P E R F E CT
Certified Checks only - NO CASH. %1%23611245537

TRUIST- 3N1CN8BV8LL892899- 20

Versa. American Credit Acceptance: | Aug 2,9,16 2026 A PA RTM E N T
707793 - 15 200, 200233 - 21 Chero-

kee , 113705 - 15 Accord, 348067 - 16 Misc. Legals THAT FITS
Terrain, T51473 - 15 3201, 400968 - 11 - LEg

Versa, 028652 - 23 Outlander, 303173 PUBLIC SALE

YOUR

- 11 CX-9, 016517 - 21 Elantra,
C08081 - 20 Explorer, 614859 - 16
CR-V, 214433 - 19 Camry, 246556
- 16 Malibu, 276809 - 16 Malibu,
247213 - 22 Elantra, 227021 - 10 Tra-
verse , 102191 - 17 Encore, 146061
- 14 Cherokee, 259442 - 14 Charger,
518414 - 24 Civic, 577087 - 21 Atlas,
129379 - 18 Cherokee, 288242 - 15
Sentra, 594337 - 16 Corolla, 592936 -
18 Rogue, 160771 - 14 Focus, 209965
- 14 Corolla, 397001 - 23 Model 3,
137062 - 18 Fusion
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Available 8/6/26 9am. Units available
for public bidding will be announced
on the block. Public bidders must ar-
rive between 8 & 8:30am, show pho-
to ID, & pay the $50 non-refundable
registration fee & a separate, refund-
able $1000 deposit per car. Certified
checks only- NO CASH. ADESA Lex-
ington 672 Blue Sky Pkwy Lexington,
KY 40509.

WESTLAKE ~ FINANCIAL:  1FTS-
W2BR4AEA73150 10 F250, 2HGF-
C3AB54JH753204 “18 Civic
IPL0O360693
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those comments came off
wrong and that he’s at a
point where he doesn’t
even think about his foot
anymore when he’s on the
field.

“I know ‘new normal’ -
that has a bunch of conno-
tations of chronic and
severe, like it’s never go-
ing to be the same,”
Odunze said. “It’s not like
that at all. 'm completely
fine. I went through my
process of recovery and
rehab and it’s been great. [
do my due diligence and
all those things.”

With DJ Moore gone,
Odunze and Luther Bur-
den III are the top two
wide receivers in coach
Ben Johnson’s offense.
Offensive coordinator
Press Taylor said Thurs-
day that Odunze looks
great on the field.

“He looks like he’s mov-
ing around really well,”
Taylor said. “If he hadn’t
said anything, I don’t
know that you necessarily
would have noticed
through the spring the way
he was moving because he
looks like he’s moving
really well. And we’re
excited to see what Rome
does through this training
camp.”

859.231.3100

el

Dogs

PUPS FOR SALE
LABRADOODLE F1B 3 FEMALES
$500 EA 2 MALES 400 EA RED &
BLONDE CALL 606-316-4004

{ B

Pembroke Welsh Corgi Puppies avail-
able now. Males & females. Regis-
tered call/text 502 825 1329

Garage Sales
GARAGE
Sat E%un gf\ "fa
Dresser/Mirror; Home
Furnishings,Vintage items
Collectables.
Lexington 2079 Garden Springs

Drive
0730 - 1230

Real Estate

For Rent

2007 Main Street
Paris, KY
FOR RENT: TWO BEDROOM
APARTMENT
Providence Place Apartments
859-868-7655 Call or Text

Employment

BARTENDERS (3 Full-Time Posi-
tions)

Taste of Ukraine, located in Nichol-
asville, KY, seeks three (3) full-time
Bartenders.

Duties: Prepare and serve alcohol-
ic and non-alcoholic beverages;
provide customer service; maintain
cleanliness of the bar area; verify
customers’ legal drinking age; pro-
cess orders and payments.
Requirements: Six (6) months of
experience as a Bartender or in a
related position.

Apply by sending resume to:

Taste of Ukraine

106 E. Maple St., Nicholasville, KY
40356
Email:tasteofukraineky @ gmail.com

Saint Joseph Health System seeks
medical technologists in Lexington,
KY. Reqg’s BS in Med Tech, Chem,
Phys or Bio, and ASCP, NCA or
HHS cert. Apply to martykeith@
commonspirit.org

Service Directory

Home & Business Improvement

Mothers Restoration
We do all home repairs, additions,
kitchen - basement remodels-handy-
man services available- insured, li-
censed 859 699 9949

WOULD
SOME EXTRA
CASH COME
IN HANDY?

Let Classifieds Help
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