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COMMENTARY

USMNT won a
World Cup brawl
and put entire
globe on notice

BY DIETER KURTENBACH
Bay Area News Group

SANTA CLARA, CALIF.

The world’s best soccer
teams don’t just play the
beautiful game.

They know how to drag
you into the mud, hold
your head down and check
their watches while you
drown.

On Wednesday in Santa
Clara, the U.S. Men’s Na-
tional Team proved they
can do both.

They didn’t just flash
class. They flashed brass
knuckles, too.

And in doing so, they
beamed a terrifying mes-
sage to the rest of the
globe: The Americans
aren’t just brash tourists to
the world’s game anymore.

No, they’re here to usurp
the established order.

They’re planning to keep
that fancy little gold trophy
stateside.

Because whatever defi-
ciencies this squad might
have, they’re backed by a
massive, raucous army.

Surviving a round of 32
World Cup bloodbath
takes a special kind of grit.
Doing it against a team
hellbent on drawing blood
takes something downright
deranged.

In their knockout-round
street fight against Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the
USMNT proved delightful-
ly grotesque.

They didn’t just run
around Bosnia. They ran
straight through them.

And in the fleeting mo-
ments this match called for
class, they had that in
spades, too.

Against an overmatched
Bosnian side looking to
[blank]-house its way to a
draw and a penalty-kick
shootout, the U.S. played
the undeniable heavy-
weight.

Even when they tripped
over their own feet, they
invented a new way to win.

Striker Folarin Balogun
opened the scoring just
before halftime.

It was a garbage-pail
goal, deeply American and
yet utterly foreign to
anyone ignoring this coun-
try’s ruthless soccer as-
cent.

A chaotic mess at the
penalty box edge mirac-
ulously found his boots.

The creation was pin-
balling. The finish was
pinpoint.

The early tension broke.
Victory was going to be a
breeze, right?

Wrong. This is American
soccer. This is the World
Cup.

Easy isn’t part of the
equation.

Balogun wasn’t done
manufacturing exhausting
melodrama. With roughly
30 minutes to play, he
made the catastrophic
decision to stamp an oppo-
nent.

Referee Raphael Claus
missed the sporting crime
in real-time. But the omni-
scient, unblinking eye of
VAR never sleeps.

Claus trudged to the
monitor, watched the foul
on an agonizing loop, and
promptly handed Balogun
ared card.

Suddenly, the U.S. was
down a man, clinging to
life, and staring directly
into the abyss.

It guaranteed 30-plus
minutes of pure, unadul-
terated agony. The kind of
stress only the world’s
biggest tournament can
provide.

Was all this hope around
this team about to come
crashing down?

Not if the 11th man had
anything to say about it.

There were 68,827-plus
souls - a fire hazard of a
sellout - stuffed into the
concrete oven temporarily
known as Levi’s Stadium.
Barely a handful cared

about the Balkans. There
were only a handful of
green Mexican jerseys to
be found.

And when the U.S. went
down a man, that suffocat-
ing sea of American fans
didn’t panic. They simply
got louder.

They became the extra
lungs this tired, sunburned
roster desperately re-
quired.

The crowd didn’t just
watch. They grabbed the
10 remaining Americans
by the scruff of the neck
and hurled them across the
finish line.

This wasn’t quiet Euro-
pean cosplay. There were
no cutesy, childish chants.

This was a rabid, parti-
san, home-soil advantage
that flat-out bullied a
squad into surviving.

And survive they did.

It’s a testament, as well,
to decades of miserable
conditioning in the CON-
CACAF abyss.

Years of enduring pot-
hole-filled pitches in Cen-
tral America and Carib-
bean soccer nonsense
trained them for this exact
nightmare.

They know exactly how
to win a knife fight in a
phone booth. The dark arts
aren’t foreign; they’re
standard operating proce-
dure if you play over here.

So even short-handed,
the U.S. controlled the
chaos. Christian Pulisic
even had a goal cruelly
wiped out by the offside
flag.

Then came the ultimate
exhalation.

In the 82nd minute,
Malik Tillman stepped up
to a free kick on the edge
of the penalty area and
unleashed an absolute
wonderstrike.

Tension, meet release.
Agony, meet advance-
ment.

It was a singular mo-
ment more than 32 years
in the making.

It’s the byproduct of an
audacious new standard.
This golden generation has
zero interest in accepting
the bare minimum.

Of course, this isn’t the
first time the U.S. reached
the round of 16. They’ve
hit this stage in four
straight World Cups.

Hell, they even did it in
1994, right up the road at
Stanford against the
mighty Brazilians.

They’ve won knockout
games before, too. Who
could forget the legendary
“Dos a Cero” over Mexico
in 2002?

(Yours truly stayed up
until 1:30 a.m. as a teenag-
er, watching on a smug-
gled TV with rabbit-ear
antennas.)

But this knockout win
feels violently different.

As a banner in the upper
deck asked Wednesday:
“Why not US?”

After watching world-
class creation and elite
play across all four levels -
U.S. goalie Matt Freese
proved his worth Wednes-
day - I have no retort.

Why not US, indeed.

Sure, the path only gets
steeper from here.

Balogun’s stamp means
the most clinical American
striker since Brian
McBride is suspended for
Monday’s clash against
Belgium in Seattle.

The U.S. will have to
invent a completely new
way to win.

But if this absurd, beau-
tiful win proved anything,
it’s that these Americans -
at this tournament, this
summer - are up for the
task.

They have the world-
class talent, and they have
the American tradition of
grit still ingrained in them.

With a rabid home
crowd acting as their ulti-
mate equalizer, they just
might have everything
needed to shock the world.

:
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U.S. striker Folarin Balogun is consoled by teammates
Giovanni Reyna and Timothy Weah after receiving a red
card in Wednesday’s round of 32 victory over Bosnia and

Herzegovina.

ANALYSIS

Maturing

US

look capable
of surviving
without Balogun

BY CRAIG MERZ
Field Level Media

As the U.S. go deeper
into the World Cup, they
are confronting rising
levels of adversity.

After the United States
breezed through Paraguay
and Australia by a com-
bined 6-1 score, the critics
wondered how the players
would respond when the
pressure mounted.

The team got its first
challenge in the group-
stage finale when a make-
shift lineup devoid of most
of the starters fell behind
2-1 to Turkey, the first time

the U.S. trailed. The Amer-
icans responded by scoring
the equalizer, only to lose
in the eighth minute of
second-half stoppage time.

That was nothing com-
pared to what happened
Wednesday in the round of
32 at Santa Clara, Calif.

The U.S. went down a
player, more specifically
leading scorer Folarin
Balogun, who was sent off
in the 64th minute for his
challenge gone awry that
resulted in his right foot
landing on the right ankle
of Bosnian defender Tarik
Muharemovic.

The hosts were ahead at
the time on Balogun’s goal,

HERALD-LEADER

but the way they finished
the 2-0 victory bodes well
before they face Belgium
in the round of 16 on Mon-
day in Seattle - even
though Balogun will be
suspended for that match.

When given opportuni-
ties to attack, the 10-man
U.S. didn’t go conserva-
tive, and they were able to
turn a negative into a posi-
tive when Malik Tillman
iced the match with a free
kick in the 82nd minute.

It was a riveting mo-
ment, but it doesn’t hide
the fact that the best U.S.
threat won’t be in uniform
Monday against a Belgium
side that overcame their
own hardship to rally for a
3-2 extra-time win against
Senegal on Wednesday.

Balogun not only has
three goals, but he has had
two more called back for
being offside, an indication
that he finds the pockets of
space and can score from
anywhere at any time. In
other words, there is no
one else like him on the
U.S. squad.

So, how does coach
Mauricio Pochettino try to
replace him? He could
simply insert Ricardo Pepi
or Haji Wright and keep
the same formation and
approach or maybe tinker
with pushing midfielder
Weston McKennie higher
and bringing in an offen-
sive-minded midfielder
such as Gio Reyna.

Whatever he does, Po-
chettino can take comfort
in the fact that Christian
Pulisic went 87 minutes
and is fully recovered (?)
from a left calf injury that
limited him to 77 minutes
in the group stage.

Pulisic’s freedom to
roam the left flank is due
in part to Balogun attract-
ing attention with his runs
through the center of the
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STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-866-981-1569

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located
mile from |-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more
in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-846-0382

FOOD/GROCERY
Omaha Steaks - World Famous Perfection! 100% guaranteed and delivered to your door! Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507 and mention code 81305BVA or
visit www.omahasteaks.com/Savory3148

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Acculevel. Your foundation repair and basement waterproofing experts. Whether basement, crawl space or concrete slab
we'll guide you on the right path to a healthy home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restrictions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-866-558-7730

HEALTH
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-513-0453

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-690-2326
HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus,
Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer
details.

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater independence and stay in the home you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 1-855-820-2844

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power move.
HOME WARRANTY
Repairing or replacing appliances and home systems like heating and cooling can be costly. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any plan today. Workmanship Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home Ser-
vices 1-866-384-8998

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-866-327-1782
SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-1196

TAX HELP

End your tax worries today. Let us make your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

Travel/Vacation

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours available. Affordable, social and stress-free travel designed for mature travelers. Our
tours include accommodations, transportation, baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance fees, a professional Tour Director
and select meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-870-5218

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-877-403-2862

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and
Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

IPL0355140

Jul 5 2026

pitch. Without Balogun’s
presence, the U.S. will
need to be creative in
getting touches for Pulisic.

That aside, the match
could come down to a
battle of wills. Belgium
pulled off a miraculous
comeback after trailing by
two in the 86th minute.

“We respect every oppo-
nent we come up against,
but we all have full belief
in what each of us is capa-
ble of and the fight that we
can show and talent we
have, the work we put in
and that we’re prepared
for the situation,” U.S.
defender Antonee Rob-
inson said. “So hopefully
everyone else has that
belief in us, and we can
keep going and make it a
special summer.”

Belgium will not wilt, so
it’s up to the U.S. to exceed
their willpower. Fortunate-
ly, Pochettino has created
a culture of belief, and the
motto “Why not us?” may
be stamped on the head of
every 8-year-old soccer
player if the team keeps on
winning.

It won’t be easy, and
sure, Balogun’s absence
may be the difference that
gives Belgium the edge,
but the players are confi-
dent that they can do won-
drous things as a group.
It’s the Pochettino way.

“I think that’s been the
message from the start,
really, is, ‘Why not us?’ ”
Robinson said. “I mean,
we’ve seen time and time
again in this tournament
now that there’s big upsets
out there. There’s teams
who people thought would
still be in who have gone
home already, and we
don’t take anything for
granted.”

Insightful words ex-
emplifying a maturing
team.

@ 859.231.3100
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504 Record Destruction
Notice: The Fayette County Public
Schools, Department of Special Ed-
ucation/Section 504, adherent to the
Kentucky Public School Districts Lo-
cal Agency Records Retention Sched-
ule and 20 USC Section 1232g et
seq. & KRS 160.700 et seq. through
retention and disposition will destroy
section 504 records for any individ-
ual with a date of birth January 1st
1990 through December 31st 2003 on
8/3/2026. If a section 504 record of
an individual with a date of birth Jan-
uary 1st 1990 through December 31st
2003 is needed, please request the
record by contacting: ben.martin@

visa @

fayette.kyschools.us; margaretmur-
phy @fayette .kyschools.us or 859-
422-4100.
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Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Citadel Self Stor-
age - Lexington located at 133 N.
Locust Hill Dr., Lexington, KY, 40509
intends to hold a public sale to sell the
property stored by tenants for default
on their rental agreement. The sale will
occur as an Online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 7/8/2026 at
10:00 AM. This sale may be withdrawn
at any time without notice. Certain
terms and conditions apply.
7568-350079
IPL0351141
Jul 5 2026

Recruitment

Employment

Nestlé USA, Inc. seeks multi Expert
Mfg Excl in Mt. Sterling KY to act as
subject matter expert for the factory
team in lev TPM & Auton & IP meth
to imp results in a cont & sust man-
ner. Req: Bach deg or frgn equivt in
Ind Eng’g, Mech Eng’g or a rltd fld +
Syrs of factory exp as a Factory ME
Mgr or Prod/ Maint Mgr. Dom trav-
el to factory sites req up to 75% of
time for bus meetings. Telework up
to 25% of time per month. Resume
to: nestlejobsgm @us.nestle.com.
Job Code 0694. No calls

Service Directory

Home & Business Improvement

All Carpet Repairs/Stretch/
Water & Pet Damage/Rotten/ Squeaky
Floors. crosscarpetrepair.com
30+ yrs exp. 859-225-3863

Mothers Restoration
We do all home repairs, additions,
kitchen - basement remodels-handy-
man services available- insured, li-
censed 859 699 9949
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