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Buccaneers go for complete
remodeling on defense

BY JOHN ROMANO
Tampa Bay Times

TAMPA, FLA.

The pass rush is always
fierce in May. Linebackers
are all Pro Bowl-bound in
April.

That’s just the way it
works in the NFL, where
hope springs eternal while
the scoreboard is un-
plugged.

And so it is around One
Buc Place, where the de-
fense has gotten an infusion
of draft picks and out-of-
warranty free agents in the
past couple of months.

The front-office types see
potential. They see passion.
They see size, versatility
and a dash of nastiness.

And what should you
see?

A fresh start.

For now, that’s enough.

There may be a half-
dozen familiar faces in the
huddle come September,
but, make no mistake, this
is a new defense. New
linemen, new linebackers,
new defensive backs. All
three levels of the defense
will have a fresh look, and
that’s an excellent start
considering the way 2025
ended.

It wasn’t the most woeful
defense we’ve ever seen in
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Rueben Bain Jr,, right, of Miami poses with NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell after
being selected 15th overall pick by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during Round One of the
2026 NFL Draft at Acrisure Stadium on April 23, 2026, in Pittsburgh

Tampa Bay, but it was the
worst in quite some time.
The Bucs gave up nearly 26
points per game in the final
two months of the season
while stumbling to a 2-7
finish.

Specifically, the Bucs had
one of the worst pass de-
fenses in the league. They
couldn’t get pressure from
the edge, and the line-
backers couldn’t cover tight
ends or slot receivers.

Worst of all, none of that
was surprising.

Since 2023, no NFL
defense has given up more
passing yards than Tampa
Bay. If you’re the optimistic
type, you could also point
out that no defense has
given up fewer yards on the
ground than the Bucs dur-
ing that time. But is that
because the Bucs are great
run-stoppers or because
teams just know it’s easier

to attack them through the
air?

Considering how much
revamping has gone on this
offseason, the Bucs may
have answered that ques-
tion for you.

Essentially, they wanted
to make opponents less
comfortable - less confi-
dent - in passing situations.

With that in mind, they
drafted Rueben Bain Jr. to
be the edge rusher this

team has lacked since Sha-
quil Barrett was in his
prime. They signed line-
backer Alex Anzalone to
provide better pass cov-
erage over the middle.
They drafted Keionte Scott
for the all-important nickel
position.

Throw in interior line-
men like free agent A’Sh-
awn Robinson and fifth-
round pick DeMonte Cape-
hart, along with rookie
linebacker Josiah Trotter
and veteran linebackers
Christian Rozeboom and
Al-Quadin Muhammad,
and you have the potential
for a lot of new faces on
Sunday afternoons.

Or, here’s another way of
looking at it:

Of the 20 players with
the most snaps on defense
last season, 40% are no
longer here, including La-
vonte David, Jamel Dean,
Logan Hall, Christian Izien
and Haason Reddick. And
SirVocea Dennis, who
started 16 games at line-
backer, will be hard-
pressed to find regular
playing time.

What the Bucs were
looking for in the draft was
production over potential.
They cared more about
what game tapes looked
like instead of what the
measurables suggested at
the combine. For instance,
neither Bain nor Trotter
have elite 40 times, but
both are exceptionally
quick in short bursts, and
that shows up on film.

And while Scott is under-
sized and older than the
typical rookie — he’ll be 25
by the season opener — he
excelled in almost every

way imaginable at Miami.
He had two interceptions,
five sacks, 13 tackles for
loss and two forced fum-
bles.

Does any of that guaran-
tee a return to the glory
days of defense in Tampa
Bay?

Of course not.

The Bucs have drafted
edge rushers (Chris Bras-
well and Joe Tryon-Shoy-
inka) who didn’t work out.
They signed free agents
(Reddick and Akiem Hicks)
who turned out to be ex-
pensive busts. They’ve had
arevolving door in the
secondary with eight play-
ers chosen in the second or
third round in the seven
drafts from 2018-24.

At one point or another,
all of those players had
similar expectations to
Bain, Trotter and Scott.

But there is one basic
difference:

This offseason feels like
an acknowledgment that
something drastic was
necessary. This is more like
remodeling instead of add-
ing a few accent pillows.

With 2025 draft picks
Jacob Parrish and Benjamin
Morrison expected to com-
pete for Dean’s outside
corner position and Calijah
Kancey hopeful of staying
on the field after missing
most of last season with a
torn pectoral, the Bucs
could look dramatically
different.

Now, it’s true that new
doesn’t automatically mean
better.

But considering Tampa
Bay’s pass defense the past
few years, it’s hard to ima-
gine it being any worse.
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Rookie linebacker
Bain sets tone at
Buccaneers minicamp

BY RICK STROUD
Tampa Bay Times/The Tribune
Content Agency

Rueben Bain Jr. stepped
off the bus first at the Ad-
ventHealth Training Center
on Thursday wearing a No.
99 Bucs jersey backward so
one word hit first: SAPP.

The message was impos-
sible to miss.

Bain and Warren Sapp
both came out of Miami.
Both arrived in Tampa Bay
as first-round picks charged
with bringing violence,
swagger and disruption to
the defensive line. So be-
fore Bain even took a rep at
rookie minicamp, he made
sure everyone knew whose
path he was chasing.

“It was a sense of pride,”
Bain said. “Everybody can
see the Sapp and see the
No. 99 for the Bucs. It
speaks to the brotherhood
we have at the University of
Miami. ... This is home for
me.”

Then the first rookie
minicamp workout came
Friday and Bain backed up
the statement. He didn’t
look like a rookie edge
rusher. He looked like a
tone-setter.

“He looked like he was in
midseason form,” head
coach Todd Bowles said.

Bain led the Bucs outside
linebackers through a series
of drills on the blocking
sled. His ability to bend low
to the ground was on dis-
play during the hoop drill.
He was so explosive getting
off the snap that he routine-
ly beat blockers around the
edge for would-be sacks.

To put it mildly, Bain
didn’t perform like a rookie.
It became clear during the
90-minute practice that he
wasn’t taking a single rep at
anything less than full speed.

“No, he’s not, and he
brings a certain attitude to
your defense, obviously,”
Bowles said. “We tried to
get a couple of those guys in
here this year, obviously
with Bain, A’Shawn (Rob-
inson’s) attitude. You’re
talking about the newcom-
ers, (Josiah) Trotter and
Keionte (Scott) as well
along with (Calijah) Kancey
and all the guys we already
have on defense. It just
brings them closer together
and makes them push each

other to work harder.”

Bain said he had some
modest goals entering rook-
ie minicamp. “Establishing
(trust with) my coaches,” he
said. “Trusting my team-
mates. Showing why they
picked me. Being the player
they had expectations for
when they took me in the
draft.”

As he has done for much
of his coaching career,
Bowles played quarterback
during the defensive install
period at practice.

“I can see defensively who
has a vein in their head and
may need to see it again,”
Bowles said. “Or if they do
the wrong thing, I can put it
into a formation to where
they learn from it and cor-
rect mistakes better that
way. I can see everybody’s
eyes and I can see everybo-
dy’s face and it’s more for
me - not to play quarterback
- but for me to see the entire
picture and know who needs
it again and who may miss
something.

“When a coach is telling
them something and they
still got a vein in their head,
they didn’t comprehend, so
I'll probably need to run
that play again so they can
get that. It’s a good view for
me to see whether they’re
getting it or not.”

Clearly, Bain picked
things up quickly. The Bucs
may have been surprised
that he was still available
with the No. 15 overall pick,
but what he demonstrated
during his first NFL practice
did not shock them.

“Obviously, he’s from
Miami so he’s going to be
practicing in the heat where
a lot of the other guys are
going to struggle adjusting to
this weather,” Bowles said.
“It didn’t bother him at all.
He came in in great shape,
and he ran around well, and
he’s kind of picked up some
things very well.”

Let’s be clear about one
thing. Bain isn’t trying to
compare himself to Sapp, a
first-ballot Pro Football Hall
of Famer. But he also isn’t
afraid to continue to try and
meet the standard set by
him at Miami and now
Tampa Bay.

“He’s got an old soul, so
to speak,” Bowles said of
Bain. “He understands his
lineage. He understands the
guys that came before him.

They’ve got a lot of great
players down at the Uni-
versity of Miami, as well as
the high schools down
there, as well as he grew up
around all those guys. He
grew up around Teddy
Bridgewater and Lavonte
(David) and Kancey and all
those guys himself.

“He understands tempo,
he understands pace, he
understands how to play
hard. He understands to
pay homage to the guys that
come before him and were
down there and he patterns
his game like that.”

For Bain, there is the
work he will have to put in
as a rookie on the defensive
line. Then there is his linea-
ge. He takes pride in both.

Broncos, Chiefs
to kick off 2026
season on MNF

Field Level Media

The Kansas City Chiefs
and Denver Broncos take
their AFC West rivalry to
primetime in the opening
“Monday Night Football”
game of the 2026 season.

The location was not yet
announced.

Chiefs quarterback
Patrick Mahomes is work-

ing his way back from a
torn ACL and has targeted
a return for the Week 1
matchup.

Broncos quarterback Bo
Nix also ended his season
with an injury that re-
quired surgery. Head
coach Sean Payton said
Nix is expected to be “full
speed” for training camp
after two procedures on
his ankle.

Denver swept the Chiefs
last season and won the
division for the first time
since 2015, the last time
the Broncos won the Super
Bowl.

Kansas City won the
West from 2016-24 but
finished in third place in
the division in 2025.

The Chiefs were ru-
mored to be under consid-
eration to visit the Sea-
hawks in the NFL Open-
ing Night game that fea-
tures the defending Super
Bowl champions.

The NFL has not an-
nounced Seattle’s oppo-
nent with the full NFL
schedule to be released
Thursday night.

Legals & Public Notices
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located  mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric,
water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Bonnie Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and
Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year
On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and
find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start their own business.
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

FOOD/GROCERY
Omaha Steaks - World Famous Perfection! 100% guaranteed and delivered to your door! Our All-Time Grilling Faves comes with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Classic
Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507 and mention code 81305BVA or visit www.omahasteaks.com/Savory3148

HEALTH
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support.
More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-513-0453

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-690-2326
*HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty. Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule
a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply,
see representative for warranty and offer details.

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater independence and stay in the home you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 off plus FREE installation. Made in the U.S.A. Call
today for a free quote. 1-855-820-2844

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 1-888-302-4539

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-
8576 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It's a power move.

HOME WARRANTY
Repairing or replacing appliances and home systems like heating and cooling can be costly. A home warranty plan can help. Start saving and get 30% off any plan
today. Workmanship Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home Services 1-866-384-8998

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you make the switch.
Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

TAX HELP
End your tax worries today. Let us make your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax professionals can help. Call for a FREE
consultation. Call Priority Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

Travel/Vacation
YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours available. Affordable, social and stress-free travel designed for mature travelers. Our tours include accommodations, trans-
portation, baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance fees, a professional Tour Director and select meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT today.
1-844-870-5218

WATCHES
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-6058
WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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