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One of UK football’s most
important transfer additions
working past injury woes

BY JON HALE
Jjhale@herald-leader.com

The process of Will
Stein recruiting Kentuck-
y’s top transfer wide re-
ceiver addition began two
years before Stein was
hired as UK’s new football
coach.

Stein was then offensive
coordinator at Oregon
looking for a transfer
quarterback to build the
Ducks’ offense around.
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That search led him to Nic Anderson broke an Oklahoma freshman record with
then-Oklahoma quarter- 10 touchdown catches in 2023, but his career has since
back Dillon Gabriel. been derailed by injuries.

As Stein watched film of
Gabriel, he could not help

but notice the 6-foot-4,
205-pound receiver who
kept catching passes from
the quarterback he was
evaluating.

“I was like, this guy is
popping off,” Stein said.
“No. 4, this dude’s a
freak, making plays all
over the field.”

No. 4 was Nic Ander-
son, who had just broken
an Oklahoma record with
10 touchdown receptions
as a redshirt freshman.

Anderson’s career
stalled from there, though.

He played in just one
game at Oklahoma in
2024 due to a persistent
quad injury. A transfer to
LSU followed, but An-
derson struggled to regain
his pre-injury form.

Two years after totalling
38 catches for 798 yards
and 10 touchdowns, he
caught 12 catches for 106
yards and two touchdowns
in 10 games while again
dealing with nagging in-
juries.

“Sometimes when you
come back from an injury

you're a little bit tentative,
or you’re not yourself in
terms of the most urgent
version or aggressive ver-
sion yourself, because
there’s just a natural pro-
tection that you kind of
carry yourself with,” said
UK offensive coordinator
Joe Sloan, who coached
Anderson at LSU.

Even after Sloan and the
rest of the staff that
recruited him to LSU were
fired, it appeared An-
derson might stay in Ba-
ton Rouge to play for new

Classified

Tigers coach Lane Kiffin.

But two days before the
transfer portal window
was set to close Anderson
decided to transfer for the
second consecutive offsea-
son. Two days after that,
he committed to Ken-
tucky, pledging to follow
Sloan to Lexington just in
time to enroll in classes
for the spring semester.

“Obviously, it was big to
have Joe and that relation-
ship piece to really solidify
that he wanted to come
here,” Stein said. “And
then show him how he is
going to make plays in this
offense. He is a big, tall,
fast, tough receiver that
I’'m really excited to
coach.”

As Stein and his new
Kentucky staff worked to
build a roster while he
juggled his responsibilities
as Oregon offensive coor-
dinator in the College
Football Playoff, wide
receiver was the position
where the transfer portal
strategy appeared to go
most off script.

Texas receiver Dante
Moore visited UK shortly
after the portal window
opened but ultimately
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signed with Colorado.
Auburn’s Malcolm Sim-
mons (Texas Tech), Texas
Rio Grande Valley’s Tony
Diaz (Iowa) and Colora-
do’s Dre’lon Miller (Bay-
lor) all looked like possible
featured additions before
signing elsewhere.

Meanwhile, seven re-
ceivers from the 2025
Kentucky roster entered
the portal, leaving only
freshman DJ Miller and
little-used veteran backup
Ashton Cozart as possible
returners.

The new staff had land-
ed a commitment from
four-star Louisiana prep
receiver Kenny Darby
shortly after being hired in
December and signed
Xavier Daisy (UAB), Ja-
"’Kayden Ferguson (Arkan-
sas) and Brock Coffman
(Louisville) from the
transfer portal, but none
were proven quantities at
the power conference
level. A commitment from
prolific Southern Utah
receiver Shane Carr dur-
ing the final weekend of
the portal window helped
ease some nerves, but
even he faced questions
about the jump from FCS
football to the SEC.

In Anderson, the staff
finally secured a receiver
who had proven capable
of starring at the highest
levels of college football.

“Injuries are part of the
game,” Anderson said
after a recent spring prac-
tice. “Unfortunately, I've
had more (than) my fair
share of injuries. But 'm
always just looking ahead.

And I feel good right now.
My body feels good.

“Training staff here is
great. Strength staff here
is great, and they really
got my body into a great
spot. So I feel good going
into this next season.”

The receiver room was
further boosted when
Hardley Gilmore, who
signed with Baylor as an
outgoing transfer in Jan-
uary, elected to remain at
Kentucky. Stein has made
it clear tight ends Willie
Rodriguez, Henry Boyer
and Mikkel Skinner will
play a featured role in the
passing game this fall.

Perhaps Miller breaks
out into a starring role
after impressing as a
freshman. Maybe one of
the other transfer addi-
tions surprises.

But the path to a prolific
passing attack in 2026 for
Kentucky almost certainly
involves Anderson at least
coming close to the prom-
ise he showed as a redshirt
freshman at Oklahoma.
Anderson and his coaches
are still months from
learning if his injury woes
are behind him, but early
reviews are at least strong.

“He’s been vocal,”
Sloan said. “He’s attacked
everything. The detail he’s
playing with, the way he’s
communicating, the way
he’s leading, it’s been
awesome to see. It’s really
fun.

“He seems like he’s
having a lot of fun playing
football, and I’'m pumped
for him.”
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STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located
mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615
CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more in
debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602
Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

FOOD/GROCERY
Omaha Steaks - World Famous Perfection! 100% guaranteed and delivered to your door! Our All-Time Grilling Faves
comes with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call 1-877-542-1507 and mention code 81305BVA or
visit www.omahasteaks.com/Savory3148

HEALTH
Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-513-0453

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus,
Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer
details.

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting material - steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off installation + Additional 10% off install
(for military, health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

TAX HELP
End your tax worries today. Let us make your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax now 1- 855-671-3561

Travel/Vacation
YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours available. Affordable, social and stress-free travel designed for mature travelers. Our
tours include accommodations, transportation, baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance fees, a professional Tour Director
and select meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-870-5218
WATCHES
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and
Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky
IPL0326183
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE.
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PUBLIC SALE

Available 4/9/26 9am. Units available
for public bidding will be announced
on the block. Public bidders must ar-
rive between 8 & 8:30am, show pho-
to ID, & pay the $50 non-refundable
registration fee & a separate, refund-
able $1,000 deposit per car. Certified
Checks only - NO CASH.

American Credit Acceptance:
700297- 11 Civic, 764522 - 15 Cher-
okee, 151054 - 14 Avenger, 322143
- 16 Focus, 016823 - 20 Corolla,
356062 - 21 Equinox, 608497 - 19
Blazer, 005415 - 21 Mirage, 540707 -
15 Caravan, 234825 - 16 Trax, 176958
- 16 Fusion, 116083 - 17 XT5, 715475
- 15 Challenger, 300981 - 16 Maz-
da3, 140316 - 23 Golf, 264678 - 18
Accord, 137013 - 21 Accent, 134733
- 17 XT5, 292265 - 17 Accent, 791191
- 23 Camry, 041130 - 15 Sonata
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MERCER CO, KY
4/21/26 AT 11 AM

AUCTION HELD AT:
SHAKER VILLAGE/
WEST FAMILY WASH HOUSE
3501 LEXINGTON RD
HARRODSBURG, KY 40330

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

JASON WALLIN, AGENT: 859.492.9041
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License
# 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332
0:

er, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, icer ic, a a
Jason Wallin, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 859.492.9041 | Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 35t
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Employment

e
We Buy Stamp Coll
We buy US and Canada Stamp Col-
lections for cash, contact dgparent@
gmail.com or text 304-563-6718

Recruitment

Employment

Environmental Compliance Of-
ficer - Nicholasville, KY. Ensure
all cnstrctn actlvities protect
natural resources & comply
w/regulations. Conduct site
inspctns. Monitor envrnmntl
quality. Perform habitat as-
sessmts. Act as biological
monitor. Conduct data analysis
& envrnmtl assessmt & plan-
ning. Mstr’'s deg in Biology or
equiv, 1 yr exp. $60,341/yr.
Send resume: Olympic Con-
struction LLC,111 Olympic Dr,
Nicholasville, KY 40356

Associate Director, Analyti-
cal R&D/AR&D. Catalent Pharma
Solutions (Winchester, KY) Must
have proof of legal authorization
to work in US. Apply online at
https://www.catalent.com/ (un-
der Posting Number 0093789). To
view full information about the job
opportunities including the full job
description, related occupation,
education and experience require-
ments please refer to the internet
posting at https://www.catalent.
com under Posting Number above.

NEED SOMETHING?
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Lexmark International, Inc. seeks a
Cloud Voice Engineer in Lexington,
Kentucky who will assist with the in-
stallation, configuration, and man-
agement of voice infrastructure.
Duties include: Analyze, diagnose,
and resolve customer issues within
the company’s voice systems; Col-
laborate with 3rd party vendors to
minimize downtime and efficiently
resolve issues, Support the enter-
prise customer network, including
troubleshooting voice, video, and
data (IP) traffic to ensure optimal
performance, Implement technolo-
gy changes with minimal disruption

Care Giver

NS7,3001 IR0

Protect your retirement with Long-
Term Care Insurance.

Free Info. Call Blake Maze.
606-336-6227

Concrete

Concrete All types of concrete brick
stone work also asphalt patch repairs
859 421 9518

to transition from Carrier services Junk/Trash/Debris Removal

to centralized Carrier SIP solution;

Perform voice system maintenance ALLENS JUNK RE-
and upgrades, including service MOVAL

packs and patches; and Develop
and maintain accurate voice sys-
tem support documentation. This
position requires a Bachelor's
degree in Information Technology,
related field, or foreign equiva-
lent and 3 years of experience in
the following: utilizing networking
principles and protocols, includ-
ing TCP/IP, DNS, DHCP, VLANSs,
and routing; integrating multiple
systems in a complex environ-
ment, both on-premise and within
cloud infrastructure. This includes
experience with system integra-
tion tools and techniques; utilizing
Cisco voice infrastructure, includ-
ing experience with Cisco Unified
Communications Manager (CUCM),
Cisco Unified Contact Center Ex-
press (UCCX), and Cisco Voice
Gateways; working with cloud
technologies, specifically Microsoft
Teams, and be familiar with cloud-
based voice solutions and services;
providing daily operational support
for voice infrastructure, includ-
ing troubleshooting and resolving
customer issues within specified
timeframes; providing Tier 2 and
Tier 3 technical support to internal
team members and external clients
via phone, email, chat, or in person;
performing system maintenance
and upgrades according to pro-
cedures to ensure system stability
and minimize downtime. Qualified
candidates should submit resumes
to global.mobility @ xerox.com.

KENTUCKY.COM

Home and Garage
Cleanouts, Yard Work
Furniture/Appliances

(859) 213-3506

Lawn/Garden/Landscaping/Trees

Lion Lawn Care
Veteran Owned/Operated
Free Estimates 859-377-0026

LOOKING
TO MAKE
A CAREER
CHANGE?

Let Classifieds Help
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