HERALD-LEADER

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2026 | PAGE 9B

American Liu rides wave of
joy to figure skating gold

BY THUC NHI NGUYEN
Los Angeles Times

MILAN

She flipped her hair. She
shrugged. She dusted her
hands off.

Alysa Liu makes winning
an Olympic gold medal
look easy.

The 20-year-old became
the first U.S. woman to win
the Olympic singles title
since 2002, electrifying the
crowd at Milano Ice Skat-
ing Arena with her “MacA-
rthur Park” program
Thursday and overtaking
Japanese rivals Kaori Saka-
moto and Ami Nakai, who
won second and third,
respectively.

Liu scored a monster
150.20 points in her free
skate, the highest mark for
a women’s free skate all
season in international
competition to win by a
total of 1.89 points. Her
choreographer Massimo
Scali’s jaw dropped when
he heard the score read in
Italian. A beat later when
the screen caught up to the
public address announce-
ment in the stadium, Liu
nodded confidently and
cracked a subtle smirk.

She doesn’t care about
the scores.

Liu, who grew up in
Oakland, Calif., has floated
through her second Olym-
pics as if she had not a
single care in the world. A
two-year retirement during
which she climbed Mt.
Everest, got her driver’s
license and started college
at UCLA made skating feel
inconsequential. Now so
unbothered, Liu spent part
of her six-minute warmup
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Team USA's Alysa Liu competes in Thursday’s free skate, where she racked up a

season-best 150.20 points.

cheering on teammate
Amber Glenn in the lead-
er’s chair. Minutes before
taking the ice, Liu snapped
a selfie with her coaches.
She gives her coaches a
high-five right before tak-
ing her starting position.

“She’s not like us,” her
coach Phillip Diguglielmo
said. “The rest of us here
would be like, ‘Oh my God,
I’'m nervous. Oh, I can’t do
this. I have a million voices
in my head.’ She has one
voice in her head, and it
says, ‘I got this.” ”

The only emotions Liu
felt during her program
were “calm, happy and
confident.” When she sees
the faces in the crowd
smile, Liu said she can’t
help but smile, too. And
there was a lot of smiling.
Her Donna Summer disco

program had fans clapping
within the first minute.
Diguglielmo and Scali held
their hands overhead to
join the roar. Liu’s pre-
program message to the
crowd on the video board
was “Y’all better turn up!”

Liu, who won the 2025
world championship with
the same crowd-pleasing
program, returned to the
sport in 2024 with the sole
objective of sharing her art.
She wanted to make as
many programs as pos-
sible. Winning never
seemed to matter. With the
gold medal hanging
around her neck, Liu
stopped short of saying she
even wanted it. She surely
didn’t need it, she said.

“What I needed was the
stage,” Liu said. “And I got
that.”

Once Liu processed the
final scores, she rose to her
feet and turned toward
Nakai, clapping for the
17-year-old. Nakai, skating
in her first Olympics, was
shocked. She held up three
fingers to Liu, asking if she
had finished on the podi-
um. Overjoyed, they
hugged. Liu picked Nakai,
who had entered the free
skate in first place, up off
the ground.

Sakamoto was less than
a point ahead of Liu enter-
ing Thursday’s free skate,
but small mistakes from
the three-time world
champion, in addition to
Liu’s strong technique and
infectious energy, made
Liu the first U.S. woman to
win the Olympic gold med-
al since Sarah Hughes in
2002. The United States’
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Gold medalist Alysa Liu, back, celebrates with bronze
medalist Ami Nakai after the final scores were released on

Thursday.

20-year drought without a
medal - since Sasha Cohen
took silver in 2006 - was
the country’s longest.

Liu held her palms up in
disbelief after finishing the
program of her life that put
her in the lead with two
competitors remaining.
She leaned into the camera
and pointed to the piercing
on the inside of her upper
lip. She did it herself.

With blond horizontal
stripes dyed in her dark
brown hair, bold black
eyeliner and the smiley lip
piercing, Liu has cut an
alternative path to the top
of a sport that long valued
a specific kind of femi-
ninity. But the slick back
bun, classical music and
balletic dress was not Liu’s
brand.

Her brand is joy.

And now as just the
second figure skater in
history to win two Olympic
gold medals at the same
Olympic Games - joining
U.S. star Nathan Chen - Liu
has the stage, and the
attention, to display her joy
for the next generation of
athletes.

“People will be able to
see how she approaches
the sport now versus before
and see how much more
successful it is now in a
healthy way,” Glenn said.
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Legals

BATHROOM REMODEL

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer

ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe Step 1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT

Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located ? mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call now for a free quote and see how much you can save! 1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for
significantly less than what you owe! FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

FOOD/GROCERY

Omabha Steaks - Wait until you taste it! 100% guaranteed and delivered to your door! Our Butcher’s Savory Collection comes with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY $129.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA or visit www.omahasteaks.com/Savory3148

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty. Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer details.

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-866-

348-8793

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting material
installation + Additional 10% off install (for military, health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It's

not just a generator. It's a power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Infor-

mation Kit with all the details! 1-855-900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands

only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little as 70? a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

Travel/Vacation

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours available. Affordable, social and stress-free travel designed for mature travelers. Our tours include accommodations, transportation, baggage handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional Tour Director and select meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-844-870-5218

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

IPL0315885
Feb 22 2026

“And I'm hoping people
can really learn from that.”
Glenn got redemption

after the short program,
putting up a season’s best
147.52 during her free

skate that vaulted her from
13th to fifth with a 214.91
total score. The only blem-
ish was when Glenn put
one hand down on her final
jump - the same triple loop
that cost her in her short
program. But as she held
one leg behind her during a
spiral in her last sequence,
Glenn smiled as she looked
into the crowd. After the
program, she whipped her
fist through the air tri-
umphantly.

The performance put a
positive punctuation mark
on Glenn’s winding Olym-
pic journey. She has faced
intense scrutiny at the
Games. The same pressure
that consumed Glenn and
teammate Ilia Malinin
could not even touch Liu’s
glowing aura.

When asked Thursday if
she felt any “Olympic
pressure,” Liu smiled.

“You would have to
explain what Olympic
pressure is,” she said.

Then she bounced away,
the gold medal around her
neck blending perfectly
with her gold dress.
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Legals & Public Notices

Notice of Req t for Prop I
Notice is hereby given that the Lex-
ington Parking Authority has released
an RFP for Banking Services. Please
contact Kara Pearson kpearson@
lexpark.org to request the RFP doc-
uments.

IPLO314538

Feb 17-22 2026

PUBLIC SALE
Available 3/5/26 9am. Units available
for public bidding will be announced
on the block. Public bidders must ar-
rive between 8 & 8:30am, show pho-
to ID, & pay the $50 non-refundable
registration fee & a separate, refund-
able $1,000 deposit per car. Certified
Checks only - NO CASH.
Consumer Portfolio Services: KM8K-
32AB9NU907370 - 22 Kona
IPL0314759
Feb 22 2026
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Recruitment

Employment

HOSPITALIST (10 F/T). Provide the
clinical services of a hospitalist in
a hospital setting. This will include
providing medical care in the spe-
cialty of internal medicine to adult
patients (18 years and older). As
of the start date, must have a Ken-
tucky medical license and be board
eligible or board certified in either
internal medicine or family medi-
cine. Mail CV to Pikeville Medical
Center, Inc., 911 Bypass Road,
Pikeville, KY 41501 Attn: Physician
Recruiting. Pikeville Medical Center
is an equal opportunity employer.

Service Directory

Home & Business Improvement

All Carpet Repairs/Stretch/
Water & Pet Damage/Rotten/ Squeaky
Floors. crosscarpetrepair.com
30+ yrs exp. 859-225-3863

LOOKING
FOR THAT
PERFECT
THING?

Let Classifieds Help
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