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Public Notice 21-23c

Judge Executive’s Report
By George Sparks

May 2026
May started off strong with

the Economy Ball Mill Open
House. The event was held to
celebrate the opening of their
new facility in Tollesboro.
Owner and CEO Shane
Wallingford shared the his-
tory of his business and wel-
comed everyone. This was a
great event and an incredible
success story. Shane, his fam-
ily, and his staff have built
JSB Industrial Solutions from
the ground up, and it contin-
ues to grow each year. We are
proud to have Economy Ball
Mill (a global business) right
here in Tollesboro, Kentucky.
I was honored to speak
alongside Andy Barr, Dr.
Ahmad Zargari, Kevin Cor-
nette, and Scott McIntyre.
Thank you, Shane, your fam-
ily, and the entire staff at JSB.

I attended Trade Days at
the Tollesboro Lions Club
over the weekend. There was
a great turnout for the three-
day event. Organized by Rick
Shaw, this event continues to
grow each year.

I was able to attend the
opening day of Riffel’s Camp
and Adventures on Kinnicon-
ick Creek in Camp Dix. A
tremendous amount of work
and attention to detail has
been put into this park. Lo-
cated in a beautiful area of
Lewis County, this is no
doubt one place you will
want to take your family for
camping and a fun-filled ad-
venture.

Next, I stopped by the
Rough Riders Saddle Club’s
first horse show of the year.
There was a great turnout of
horses, riders, and spectators.
Thanks to the Rough Riders
for keeping the horse show
tradition alive here in Lewis
County. They always provide
great entertainment for every-
one, and it’s a wonderful op-
portunity for our young
people to learn showmanship
and animal care.

Hospice of Hope held its
quarterly full Board of Direc-
tors meeting this month.
Chairman John Hutchings
called the meeting to order.
The previous meeting min-
utes were presented and ap-
proved. Mr. Furbush with
Dean Dorton covered the

audit report and the Form 990
report. The financial report
was presented and approved.
Sarah Shepherd, Director of
Clinical Services, gave an op-
erational report. Michael
Parker, Director of PR and
Marketing, provided an up-
date. Executive Director
Shawn Flaugher also gave an
update before the meeting ad-
journed.

I attended the quarterly
Vanceburg-Lewis County In-
dustrial Authority meeting.
Chairman Kenny Clark
called the meeting to order.
The previous meeting min-
utes were presented and ap-
proved. BTADD Executive
Director Kevin Cornette pre-
sented the financial report,
which was approved. The
board then entered a closed
session. Kevin presented the
FY27 budget, which was ap-
proved. The election of offi-
cers will remain the same for
a few more months. The
meeting was then adjourned.

We held an Opioid Abate-
ment Committee meeting in
the Fiscal Courtroom. The
meeting was called to order
by Chairperson Tammy
Brown. Lewis County is one
of twenty counties statewide
with members serving on the
state board. Our representa-
tives on the state board are
Tammy Brown and Sheriff
Johnny Bivens. Tammy
shared her experience from a
meeting in Northern Ken-
tucky on April 27–28. She
discussed the committee
makeup, Recovery Ready
Communities, and the Com-
mitment Form. Tammy also
shared a list of acceptable
uses of funds, and we dis-
cussed several ideas. Anita
Bertram shared ideas she has
developed as well. Overall,
we now have a strong com-
mittee and plan to move for-
ward in helping our area
combat the opioid epidemic.

I presided over the May
Fiscal Court meeting. The
meeting opened with prayer
by Pastor Jerry Blevins of
Liberty Grove Church. Sher-
iff Bivens led the Pledge of
Allegiance. Torrie Hampton
with Peoples Bank of Ohio
presented the court with a
$1,000 check for Black Oak

Recreational Park. Thank
you, Peoples Bank of Ohio
and Torrie! The previous
meeting minutes were ap-
proved. Jamison French
spoke about updating the LC-
Vanceburg Comprehensive
Plan. The first reading of Or-
dinance 26-03 was approved.
Kristie with BTADD spoke
to the court about ARC
POWER, INSPIRE, and re-
gional workforce grants. The
second reading of Ordinance
26-01 and the agreement on
County Road Aid were ap-
proved. The first reading of
Ordinance 26-02, the FY
2026-27 budget, was held.
The court approved $25,000
for the Sheriff’s Department
and $50,000 in matching
funds toward a new ambu-
lance. The KCTCS agree-
ment was approved. An
agreement was also approved
for Sinewave Communica-
tions to continue working
with county departments.

County Attorney Ben Har-
rison updated the court on
Moore Hollow Road and au-
thorized me to appoint view-
ers. He also updated the court
on Red Brush Hill Road. The
court approved the hiring of
Richard Evans as a part-time
employee for jail transport.
Ray Bloomfield was ap-
proved to transition from
part-time to full-time jail
transport duties. Anthony
Scott, Colton Miller, and
Everett Kamer were ap-
proved for hire as seasonal
employees at Solid Waste.
The court discussed the
covenants at the Tollesboro
Industrial Park. Monthly re-
ports from each department
were presented and ap-
proved. The meeting was
then adjourned. The next
meeting will be held on June
8 at 3 p.m.

The Lewis County Hazard
Mitigation Committee met at
the E-911/EMA Center.
Kaleigh Zeigler with
BTADD led the meeting. We
discussed the process of up-
dating the plan and began
working through the process.
Kaleigh covered the intro-
duction and general informa-
tion, an overview of
mitigation and planning
processes, progress to date,

next steps, the conclusion of
the planning process, and
plan submittal and adoption
procedures. The meeting was
then adjourned.

Ohio River Way’s Forest
Clevenger met with me and
others at Vanceburg Veterans
Park. I joined Chamber of
Commerce Director Joni
Pugh and City Clerk Tara
Roberts as the canoes made
their way down the Ohio
River. The ORW crew
stopped in Vanceburg for
lunch at Kangaroo Ridge
Farms. They always say one
of the most beautiful views of
the Ohio River is right here in
Vanceburg.

I attended the quarterly
Lewis County Cattlemen’s
Association meeting. Presi-
dent Philip Stamm opened
the meeting, followed by
prayer and a meal. The sec-
retary’s and financial reports
were presented by Kim
Sparks. The meeting then
moved to Mark Ripato’s
farm for training on cow-calf
operations.

The BTADD Executive
Committee and Full Board of
Directors meetings were held
in Maysville. I called the Ex-
ecutive Committee meeting
to order. The previous meet-
ing minutes and the direc-
tor’s time and travel report
were approved. Executive
Director Kevin Cornette dis-
cussed personnel staffing up-
dates and probation policies.
Kevin discussed several
other matters before the
meeting adjourned.

The Full Board meeting
opened with prayer and the
Pledge of Allegiance. The
previous meeting minutes
were approved. Steven Culp
presented the financial report,
budget-versus-actual report,
FY26 budget amendment,
and FY27 budget presenta-
tion, all of which were ap-
proved. Tyler McHugh of the
Maysville/Mason County
IDA attended as a special
guest. Staff reports were pre-
sented by all departments and
Executive Director Kevin
Cornette. I thanked the staff
for their outstanding work
throughout the BTADD re-
gion and the Board of Direc-
tors for their dedicated

service. The meeting was
then adjourned.

Next, I attended the
monthly Trinity Fish and
Game Club meeting. Presi-
dent Marty Wright called the
meeting to order. Secretary
Marie Applegate read the
previous meeting minutes
and financial report, which
were approved. Marty dis-
cussed the firearm they will
be giving away and the ticket
sales associated with it. The
group also discussed work
related to the Lions Club
Fair.

I attended the Department
for Local Government Cities
and Special Districts Branch
SPEG (Special Purpose
Governmental Entities) train-
ing via Zoom. This training
related to special districts
such as area development
districts, fire departments,
and ambulance services. Dis-
cussions included reporting
requirements, audits of pub-
lic accounts, and House Bill
1 (2013), which addressed
identified shortcomings.

Lewis County PVA Kenny
Ruckel and I attended the
“You Make the Difference”
training at the Tollesboro
Lions Club. I want to thank
Lions Club President Craig
Stanfield and Lee Thomas for
the invitation. The training
focused on the positive im-
pact county fairs have on our
people and communities.

Many ideas were discussed
regarding how to keep the
tradition of county fairs
strong for years to come.

I want to thank the people
of Lewis County for reelect-
ing me! I am truly honored
by your trust and support,
which will allow me to con-
tinue serving and working on
your behalf. Together,
through teamwork and part-
nerships, we have accom-
plished great things for our
county. However, there is still
much more work to be done.

I want to thank my oppo-
nent, Jonathan Ruggles, for
running a great, clean cam-
paign. He worked very hard
and performed very well. I
want Jonathan and his sup-
porters to know that I will
continue to work for all
Lewis Countians as we move
forward, just as I have in the
past.

I congratulate all of the
candidates who stepped up
and put their names on the
ballot. Win or lose, running
for office is an experience
you will never forget. If the
election did not turn out the
way you had hoped, do not
give up. Exercising your right
to vote is crucial, so continue
participating in elections to
ensure your voice is heard.

Thank you again, and may
God’s rich blessings be upon
all the good people of Lewis
County.

Richard Walje
Sales Associate
Story Realty
606-262-0822

165 Main St., Vanceburg

Thinking about buying or selling?

List your property with Story Realty
and the Story team WILL work for you.

Your listings will be posted on Bluegrass Realtors, 
Buffalo Trace MLS, Realtor.com, and many other sites, put-
ting your property in front of thousands of potential buyers 
nationwide. We are a consistently high sales volume producer
in the eastern Kentucky area, selling residential, 
commercial, hunting, agricultural, and other properties.

GET LISTED. GET SOLD!!  CALL NOW! 606-262-0822 2n
d,
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