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Treasures by Wilma
An Encouraging

Word
By Tom Cox

Church 
Notices

Have you ever studied the
process the Lord uses to
make you into the person
He designed you to be?

If you look at the dispen-
sations He has allowed hu-
manity to crawl through in
disobedience, you can see
His patient suffering and ul-
timate love. A dispensation
is a period of time that di-
vides God’s work and pur-
poses toward mankind into
different eras. Some believe
there are three, while others
suggest as many as thirty-
seven; however, most agree
on these seven.

Look at the dispensa-
tions:

1. Innocence — Adam
and Eve in Eden until they
sinned by submitting to
Satan and falling from
grace.

2. Conscience — People
continued to become more
and more evil until God sent
a flood and cleansed the
earth for a new start with
Noah and his family.

3. Human Government
— Man ruled himself and
decided to build a tower to
heaven rather than seeking
and obeying God. He con-
founded their language at
Babel.

4. Promise to Patriarch
Abram — His descendants
eventually experienced be-
trayal, as Joseph was sold
into Egypt, where four hun-
dred years of slavery fol-
lowed.

5. Law — God sent
Moses to lead His people
out of slavery in Egypt.
They continued to complain
and disobey on the journey
to Canaan. God allowed a
generation to die off and
began again with a new one.

6. Grace — Jesus, the
Holy Spirit, and the Church
brought redemption through
repentance and conversion.
Sins are blotted out, and the
presence of the Lord dwells
within us, guiding us mo-
ment by moment.

7. Home with the Lord —
After the end-time events,

we are brought into eternal
life. What a journey the
Lord has taken to give us
everlasting life.

I repeat: Have you ever
studied the process the Lord
uses to make you into the
person He designed you to
be?

I am sure the Lord has al-
lowed you to fail, sin, and
make mistakes many times.
Yet, He loves you and re-
ceives your repentance and
belief in His Son, Jesus, as
your entrance back into fel-
lowship with Him. That is
awesome—truly awesome.

Now think about your
own flesh and blood and the
love you have for them—
how you struggle through
life’s challenges with them,
love them, forgive them,
and restore them. After all,
we are made in God’s
image. We are more patient
than we sometimes realize,
especially with those we
love.

Blessings on joyfully
submitting to the process
the Lord uses to make you
into the person He designed
you to be.

Spring Revival 
It’s that time again for a

spring revival here at Salem
Community Church. Bro.
Lonnie Eden will be
preaching the nightly mes-
sages. Singers are as fol-
lows: 

April 20 - Krista Lewis
April 21 - Ray of Hope
April 22 - Morgan Crop-

per
April 23 - The Evans

Family
April 24 - Roessler Fam-

ily
The time of service is

7:00 p.m. each night. The
pastor and church welcome
you to attend these meet-
ings and if unable to attend
we ask you pray for them.
The church is located on
Road 984 Little Cabin
Creek, 1/2 mile off North
57 going toward Concord.
If you need directions or
have questions, please call
606-798-6677. We would
love to see you, and I know
the Lord would too.

Revival 
Poplar Flat Freewill Bap-

tist Church, 87 Poplar Flat
Rd., Tollesboro, KY 41189.

April 20-25 - 7:00 p.m. 
Guest Preacher: Joey

Damron
Special Singing:
Mon. & Wed. - The

Whosoevers
Tues. & Thur. - Gospel

Kidds
Fri. & Sat. - The Re-

stored
Pastor Randy Smith and

congregation invite all who
will come.

Area 
Obituary

Public Notice 16c Public Notice 15c

Public Notice 15c

Mr. Toller
Russell Lee Toller, 74, of

Vanceburg, passed away
We d n e s -
day, April
15, 2026, at
his home
surrounded
by his lov-
ing family.

He was
born in

Lewis County on May 12,
1951, a son of the late Mar-
vin Fugate and Icy Dell
Grayson Toller.

He enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, farming, rolling hay,
shopping for antiques, and
spending time with his fam-
ily, especially his grandchil-
dren.

Survivors include two
sons, Ronald L. (Janice)
Toller and Gary (Jessica)
Toller of Vanceburg; three
sisters, Lena Gilbert of
Wallingford, Pauline Flo-
rence of Flemingsburg, and
Daisy Doyle of Foxport;
one brother, Paul Toller of
Manchester, Ohio; 12
grandchildren; and 22 great-
grandchildren. Many other
family members and friends
will also sadly miss him.

In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by
his loving wife, Barbara
“Peggy” Aills Toller; two
sisters, Helen Swim and
Wanda Doyle; eight broth-
ers, Omar Toller, Ray Toller,
Elmer Toller, Walter Toller,
Marvin Toller, Jim Toller,
Wilmore Toller, and Win-
ford Toller; and two broth-
ers in infancy.

Services will be at 1:00
p.m. Tuesday, April 21,
2026, at Dickerson Funeral
Home, 110 West Second
Street in Vanceburg, with
Bro. Adam Dunigan offici-
ating. Burial will follow in
Toller Family Cemetery.

Friends may visit after
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, April
21, 2026, at Dickerson Fu-
neral Home.

Condolences may be sent
at www.globefamilyfc.com. 

Repentance
Repentance is a word that

you don’t hear a lot these
days. One preacher referred
to repentance as “the van-
ishing essential.” The word
might be vanishing from
our vocabulary, but it is still
a major, essential theme in
the Bible.

The prophets of the Old
Testament often called upon
the people to repent. When
John the Baptizer came
along to prepare the way for
Jesus, his preaching was
heavy on repentance. In
Matthew’s Gospel, the very
first word Jesus uttered after
He began to preach was,
you guessed it, “Repent”
(Matt. 4:17).

The ministry of Jesus had
many occasions when He
called for people to change
their ways and repent of
their sins. He told the rich
young ruler that he must
abandon his greed and re-
place it with generosity. He
implored the woman caught
in adultery to go and leave
her life of sin. When His
disciples lobbied for high
positions in Jesus’ king-
dom, He exhorted them to
give up their pride and hum-
ble themselves like little
children.

In the early part of Luke
13, Jesus drives home the
necessity of repentance.
Twice He says in verses 3–
5, “Unless you repent, you
too will all perish.” The fol-
lowing verses say, “Then
He told this parable: ‘A man
had a fig tree growing in his
vineyard, and he went to
look for fruit on it but did
not find any. So he said to
the man who took care of
the vineyard, “For three
years now I’ve been coming
to look for fruit on this fig
tree and haven’t found any.
Cut it down! Why should it
use up the soil?”

“Sir,” the man replied,
“leave it alone for one more
year, and I’ll dig around it
and fertilize it. If it bears

fruit next year, fine! If not,
then cut it down.”’” (vv. 6–
9).

The plain teaching in this
and many other Scriptures
makes it clear that repen-
tance is not some quaint,
outdated notion. Far from it!
Repentance is an essential
doctrinal truth that is con-
sistently found throughout
the Bible. Repentance is a
godly sorrow that leads to a
change of heart and a
change of direction, and
Jesus expects to see the fruit
of repentance in the lives of
His followers.

Why, then, do so many
churches fail to give repen-
tance the proper emphasis,
if they choose to mention it
at all? Part of the answer is
that many Christians and
churches have fallen into
the trap of desiring to please
people rather than please
God. They would rather
scratch the itching ears of
their attenders than make
disciples by proclaiming the
truth. And the truth is, re-
pentance is necessary.

For more inspirational
writings by Tom Cox, go to
www.jesustrek.wordpress.c
om.

Clarksburg 
Cemetery

Notice to the people who
have family buried in the
Clarksburg Cemetery. It is
that time of year again when
we need donations to help
with the upkeep of the
cemetery. In order to keep it
mowed and cleaned it takes
donations from you and
everyone with family buried
there. This also helps with
improvement that needs to
be made to keep the ceme-
tery looking nice all year-
round. 

Please send donations to
Mae Lykins, P.O. Box 101,
Vanceburg, KY 41179, or
Theresa Rizzo, 1714
Clarksburg Rd., Vanceburg,
KY 41179. Thank you in
advance for your help.
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Black Oak 
Community 
Cemetery

Notice to the people who
have family buried in the
Black Oak Community
Cemetery. It is that time of
year again when we need
donations to help with the
upkeep of the cemetery. In
order to keep it mowed and
trimmed it takes donations
from you and everyone with
family buried there. This
also helps with improve-
ments that need to be made
to keep the cemetery look-
ing nice all year round. Tele-
phone 606-532-8097. Please
make check to: Black Oak
Community Cemetery, c/o
Roy Chinn, 124 Red Barn
Lane, Vanceburg, KY 41179.
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