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Investigation launched
in fatal KY 59 collision

By Dennis K. Brown
Emergency crews from

multiple counties re-
sponded Saturday eve-
ning to a serious

multi-vehicle crash on
KY 59 near McCartney
Bend south of Vanceburg.

Sheriff Johnny Bivens
said the call was received
shortly after 8:00 p.m. re-
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Damien Hebbeler is escoreted to a transport vehicle after being found guilty of intentional murder in
the death of Kylie Weitz. The jury recommended a 50 year sentence.

Hebbeler found guilty of intentional murder

By Dennis K. Brown

A Lewis County jury
has  found  Damien
Hebbeler guilty of inten-
tional murder in connec-
tion with the 2023
shooting death of 20-
year-old Kylie Marie
Weitz of Garrison.

The verdict was re-
turned last Tuesday fol-

lowing a trial prosecuted -

by the Kentucky Attorney
General’s Office. Jurors
recommended a sentence
of 50 years in prison.

According to the Attor-
ney General’s Office,
Hebbeler intentionally
shot Weitz at close range
on August 9, 2023, result-
ing in her death.

The case stems from an
incident in the Garrison
community in which
Kentucky State Police
Post 8 in Morehead was
contacted by Lewis
County Dispatch to assist
with a death investiga-
tion.

Officers located Weitz
deceased inside a resi-
dence with what was ini-
tially reported to be a
self-inflicted  gunshot
wound.

As the investigation
progressed, authorities
determined the shooting
was not self-inflicted. De-
tectives concluded
Hebbeler discharged the
firearm that caused
Weitz’s death. He was
subsequently arrested and
charged with murder.

During trial testimony,
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Kylie Weitz

prosecutors presented ev-
idence that Hebbeler had
previously made state-
ments indicating he
wanted to kill Weitz. The
Attorney General’s Of-
fice also stated Hebbeler
admitted to carrying a
specific round of ammu-
nition, which matched the
bullet used in the fatal
shooting.

Attorney General Rus-
sell Coleman said the ver-
dict represents
accountability in a do-
mestic violence case.

“Today’s jury verdict
delivers hard-won justice
and affirms that Kylie
Marie Weitz’s life mat-
tered,” Coleman said. “In
Kentucky, we take do-
mestic violence crimes
seriously, and we will
continue to hold offend-
ers accountable.”

The case was prose-
cuted by Assistant Attor-
ney General Tony Skeans
and Special Prosecutions
Unit Executive Director

Tim Cocanougher. The
Attorney General’s Of-
fice of Victims Advocacy
assisted the victim’s fam-
ily  throughout  the
process.

Kentucky State Police
led the investigation, with
assistance from the Lewis
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the Lewis
County Coroner’s Office.

The jury’s recommen-
dation of a 50-year sen-
tence reflects the
seriousness of the charge,
a Class A felony under
Kentucky law.

Circuit Judge Brian Mc-
Cloud presented options
to the jury of finding
Hebbeler not guilty, in-
tentional murder, wanton
murder under extreme in-
difference to human life,
second-degree, or reck-
less homicide.

In closing statements,
Hebbeler’s attorney said
there was no motive in
the incident.

“There is no evidence
that on August 9, 2023,
Damien wanted Kylie
dead,” she told the jury
during her eight-minute
closing.

In explaining
Hebbeler’s actions fol-
lowing the shooting, she
said, “That is not the be-
havior of someone acting
with extreme indifference
to human life. That is the
behavior of a terrified
young man who just real-
ized, in an instant, that he
caused the unthinkable.”

SOS reports business filing scam

By Tom Latek
Kentucky Today

There are several scams
making the rounds
throughout the state, and
the Kentucky Secretary of
State’s office says there is
even a scam involving an-
nual business filings re-
quired to be submitted to
his office.

Secretary of  State
Michael Adams is warn-
ing business owners to
avoid being hustled, as
letters notifying them to
file their annual reports
hit mailboxes across the
Commonwealth. Annual
reports must be filed be-
tween January 1 and June
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30 each year and can be
submitted online or by
mail for $15.

However, some busi-
ness owners are being
charged upwards of $160
in addition to the actual
$15 filing fee by unoffi-
cial parties sending solic-
itation letters to file
reports on their behalf. To
make matters more con-
fusing, the total $175
charge is the same
amount most business
owners pay annually for
the limited liability entity
tax (“the LLET”) with
their tax return filed with
the Department of Rev-
enue.
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“Don’t get hustled,”
Adams said. “File your
annual business report di-
rectly with the Secretary
of State and pay only
$15.7

The  Secretary
State’s office added, "It’s
unclear whether these
third parties even file the
reports for the fees they
charge. Business owners
can search their business
online to confirm whether
their annual report has
been filed. If they have
paid for services they did
not receive, they may file
a dispute with their bank
and also report the inci-
dent to local law enforce-

Evidence indicated
Hebbeler had called 911
after the incident and re-
ported that Weitz had shot
herself.

Skeans addressed jurors
for 13 minutes in his clos-
ing statement, part of it to
replay a video recorded
by Weitz of an earlier en-
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accident with unknown
injuries and at least one
vehicle remaining in the
roadway.

As the situation devel-
oped, additional informa-
tion  indicated  that
children were involved
and that injuries were se-
vere, prompting a large-

scale emergency re-
sponse.
Lewis County EMS

units, initially tied up on
other calls, coordinated
with surrounding agen-
cies for  assistance.
Portsmouth EMS re-
sponded, and additional
resources were requested
from neighboring coun-
ties to assist with trans-
portation of those injured.

Fire departments from
Vanceburg, Black Oak,
Camp Dix, and Lewis
County Station 2 were

dispatched to assist at the
scene, along with the
Lewis County Sheriff’s
Office, Kentucky State
Police and the Lewis
County Coroner’s Office.

Air medical services
were requested due to the
severity of injuries. After
coordination challenges
and multiple requests, a
medical helicopter was
able to respond, and two
patients were airlifted
from the scene for treat-
ment. One person was
pronounced dead at the
scene by the Lewis
County Coroner.

First responders had
also been dispatched to a
serious crash with multi-
ple victims in Mason
County at the same time.

The roadway was shut
down for an extended pe-
riod as Kentucky State
Police conducted a recon-
struction investigation.

Crews remained on
scene for several hours
before clearing.

No additional details on
the extent of injuries or
identities of those in-
volved had been released
as of press time.

The crash remains
under investigation.

Initiative garners local attention

By Dennis K. Brown

A locally founded busi-
ness aimed at bringing
travelers into small towns
across Kentucky is gain-
ing statewide recognition
and new momentum.

The Kentucky Coffee
Trail, founded in Vance-
burg by Jenni Kaus and
her husband, Mike John-
son, has been selected as
one of six businesses in
the inaugural 2026 Accel-
erate 606 cohort.

The competitive pro-
gram supports high-po-
tential small businesses
across Appalachian Ken-
tucky with mentorship,
strategic planning, and
access to funding.

As part of the program,
Kaus will receive a
$10,000 grant during the
Invest 606 Showcase
scheduled for Thursday,
April 2, from 4:00 to 7:00
p.m. at Creekside Gar-
dens in London.

The Kentucky Coffee
Trail is designed to con-
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nect independent coffee
shops across all nine of
Kentucky’s tourism re-
gions through a shared
route, encouraging travel-
ers to venture off main
highways and into small
communities.

The initiative combines
a mobile app, digital
passport, and storytelling
platform to guide visitors
from town to town while
promoting locally owned
businesses.

Founded in October
2025 as an extension of
Kangaroo Ridge Farms in
Vanceburg, the concept
grew from a simple idea
— that coffee shops can
serve as gateways to com-
munity life.

“Kentucky already has
the travelers,” Kaus said.
“What they haven’t had is
a reason to turn off the
main road and find the
towns the rest of the
world hasn’t discovered
yet. The Kentucky Coftee
Trail is that reason.”

Since its launch, the
Trail has  expanded
quickly, now including 57
participating coffee shops
across the state.

Early data shows that
more than 91 percent of
visits are from first-time
customers, indicating the
platform is successfully
drawing new traffic into
local businesses. Some
users are traveling signif-
icant distances, with more
than 10 percent crossing
75 miles to visit partici-
pating locations.

The initiative is still in
its early stages, with a
mobile app expected to
launch soon, but partici-
pation and interest have
grown entirely through
organic outreach, without
paid advertising.

The broader goal, Kaus
said, is not just to pro-
mote coffee shops, but to
spark economic activity
in rural communities.

“When someone visits
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Jenni Kaus and Mike Johnson of Vanceburg founded The Kentucky Coffee
Trail, which was recently selected for the Accelerate 606 program.
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