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greatness when I hear it,”
Levine said. “Once I
turned around and saw
what you were doing, the
effortless, smooth power
you were able to de-
liver… that is the sign of
a really, truly great
voice.”

Jordan said he had long
imagined what it would
be like to compete on the
show, having grown up
watching it as a fan.

“My mindset through
the whole thing was that
Kelly Clarkson was ex-
actly who I wanted,” Jor-
dan said, noting her
versatility as a performer.
“But I always remem-
bered a moment growing
up watching the show and
thinking that if I ever
made it on there, I might
go with Adam Levine be-
cause I felt like we would
be a good fit.”

Jordan said Levine’s
pitch during the audition
ultimately convinced
him.

“The thing that sold me
for Adam over Kelly was
the way he pitched him-
self and the way he hit
every nail that I wanted to
hit on the aspect of what
I want to improve in my-
self as an artist,” Jordan
said.

Jordan said his interest
in music began when he

spent the night with his
grandfather and saw sev-
eral of his grandfather’s
friends playing guitars.

“I saw them doing that
and thought, ‘I want to do
that too,’” Jordan re-
called. “From then on,
each new song I learned I
did by ear.”

He later began singing
in middle school and said
involvement in musical
theatre helped him de-
velop his stage presence.

Jordan’s audition op-
portunity came after he
was encouraged to re-
spond to a nationwide
open call following a per-
formance opening a
Louisville show for Bryce
Leatherwood, the winner
of Season 22 of The
Voice.

“I typically don’t have
anxiety on stage, but step-
ping in front of those
coaches on a show I grew

up watching definitely
brought some pressure
with it,” Jordan said. “But
at the same time this is
what I feel like I was born
to do, so I ran with it.”

Jordan will next appear
on The Voice during the
Battle Rounds, which
begin March 16.

In the meantime, he has
several Kentucky per-
formances scheduled, in-
cluding a recent sold-out
show at the Washington
Opera House, along with
upcoming appearances in
Lexington and Rich-
mond.

“I’m really appreciative
for the success I’ve had
from the show so far and
am excited for my up-
coming shows in Ken-
tucky,” Jordan said. “It’s
a place I will always hold
very near and dear to my
heart, and my hope is to
represent it well.”

Council Member Joni
Pugh, who also serves
with the Chamber of Com-
merce, updated members
on plans for May Fest.
Pugh said the event is
scheduled for Saturday,
May 9.

During discussion about
cleanup following the fes-
tival, Joe Billman said the
city would cover the cost
of garbage disposal for
that event and other simi-
lar activities in the future.

“These events benefit the
city and especially the
downtown area,” Billman
said.

Council also authorized
the city attorney to pursue
legal action against busi-
nesses that are not report-
ing or paying the city’s
payroll tax.

Council authorized City
Attorney Stephen McGin-
nis to file suit against the
owner of a dilapidated
property on Main Street
that had previously housed
Kenny’s Restaurant and
Kegley’s Furniture. Bill-
man later reported the

property owner has agreed
to demolish the building.

The mayor also said the
owner of the former JC
Video building on Main
Street has agreed to de-
molish that structure as
well. A third property
owner has appealed a sim-
ilar matter and that case is

continuing through the
legal process.

Council members also
approved declaring a city-
owned vehicle as surplus
property and authorized its
sale at public auction.

The meeting agenda in-
cluded financial reports
and routine business items. 

By Tom Latek
Kentucky Today

Kentucky Secretary of
State Michael Adams an-
nounced on Friday that lead-
ing up to the May 19 primary
election, most new voters
registering in February re-
jected the two major parties.  

According to Adams, of
2,606 net new registrants,
nearly two-thirds registered
under other political affilia-
tions, most of them as inde-
pendents.

“Independents are out-reg-
istering Republicans and De-
mocrats, leading up to party
primaries in which Inde-
pendents cannot vote,”
Adams said. “It’s no wonder
that both Republican and
Democratic legislators are
filing bills to open our pri-
maries to Independents.”

In February, overall regis-
tration rose by 6,777 voters,
while 4,171 voters were re-

moved from the rolls: 3,476
who were deceased, 327
felony convicts, 237 who
moved out of state, 63 ad-
judged mentally incompe-
tent, 27 who voluntarily
de-registered, 23 non-citi-
zens, and 18 duplicate regis-
trations.

Republican registration
grew by 1,174 voters, a .07
percent increase from Janu-
ary. Democratic registration
accounts for 41 percent of
the electorate, with
1,373,995 voters. Demo-
cratic registration fell by 261,
a .02 percent decrease. There
are 376,201 voters now reg-
istered under other political
affiliations (mostly inde-
pendent), making up 11 per-
cent of the electorate.
“Other” registration rose by
1,693, a .45 percent increase.

2026 will see the all-im-
portant mid-term election,
where voters will have plenty

of races where they can voice
their choices. Among them,
the U.S. Senate seat currently
held by Republican Mitch
McConnell of Louisville.
The 83-year-old has been in
that office since 1985 and is
the longest serving U.S. Sen-
ator in Kentucky history. He
has announced he is not
seeking an eighth term.

In addition, Kentucky’s six
Congressional seats, all 100
in the Kentucky House and
the even-numbered state
Senate districts, will also ap-
pear on the ballot in 2026. In
addition, there will be many
city and county races.

While the primary election
itself will be May 19, there
will be three days of early in-
person voting on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday (May
14-16) prior to Election Day.
Check with your local
county clerk’s office to find
early voting locations.

Most new voters reject major parties
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vidual child and creates a
stronger learning environ-
ment for the entire
school.”

Parents and guardians
currently must qualify, fi-
nancially, for free Pre-K.
If this initiative was ap-
proved, funding would
allow it the option to be
available for 4-year-olds
throughout Kentucky.

Beshear said it’s “heart-
breaking” to see people
“making just enough to
not qualify.”

Adkins emphasized if it
was to reach approval,
adults would still have the
option to not send their
children to preschool.

“This does not mean
mandatory,” Adkins said.

He said it would free up
thousands of parents to
go back to work.

“This is the right thing
to do for Kentucky,” said
Adkins, who was raised
by educators. His mother
taught preschool. “…
Think about those 24,000
4-year-olds out there.

They could fill Rupp
Arena.”

Beshear said his pro-
posed budget contains
funds for Pre-K for All.

“This is in states all
over the country,” he said.
“It’s not partisan. I’ve
heard a little bit of that in
Frankfort, that Pre-K for
All is partisan. Let me re-
mind everybody, 4-year-
olds can’t vote.

“This is a need for our
children,” the governor
said.

The Kentucky Associa-
tion-School Administra-
tion (KASA) supports the
effort, Beshear said.

John Stewart, President
of the Board for the Com-
munity and Technical
College Foundation of
Ashland, said, “When a
child starts behind, catch-
ing up becomes harder
each year. When thou-
sands of kids start behind,
the long-term impact
touches our entire state.”

“Investing in education
at every level sends a
powerful message,” he

added. “It says Kentucky
believes in its children. It
says we are serious about
economic growth, that we
understand generational
change doesn’t happen by
accident.”

Ann Perkins, Executive
Director of Safe Harbor
of Northeast Kentucky,
said the emergency shel-
ter and advocacy center
has housed 10,000-plus
children since it opened.

“I cannot emphasize
enough the value of Pre-
K and what it would
mean to our families,”
Perkins said.

Perkins said reasons for
Pre-K for All are as fol-
lows: strong brain devel-
opment, better
kindergarten readiness,
social and emotional
growth, long-term aca-
demic benefits, support-
ing working families and
economic return on in-
vestment.

“Pre-K for All is com-
mon sense for the com-
monwealth,” Perkins
said.
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THE LEWIS COUNTY HERALD
Lewis County native Hunter Jordan.

Dennis Brown/LEWIS COUNTY HERALD
Gov. Andy Beshear addresses gathering at Ashland on the benefits of Pre-K
for All. “This is a need for our children,” the governor said.
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