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Ponto the office dog says:  
There’s many a pessimist who got 
that way by financing an optimist.
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Ponto the offi  ce dog says: 
Worry often gives a small thing a 
big shadow.
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183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Adams County Cancer Center announces closure
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

SEAMAN, Ohio — 
The Adams County Can-
cer Center (ACCC) has 
announced that it will be 
closing its doors on Oct. 
13, 2026.

“This decision was not 
made lightly,” the ACCC 
stated in a press release. 
“Despite our best efforts, 
we can no longer sustain 
the practice. We under-
stand that this news may 
be difficult and concern-
ing, particularly for those 
of us who have entrusted 

us with their care.”
The press release fur-

ther expressed that the 
ACCC is grateful for “the 
trust you have placed in 
our physicians, nurses, 
and staff,” and that it has 
been an honor to serve 
the community.

The ACCC recom-
mended that patients 
who need to arrange a 
referral, obtain copies of 
medical records, coordi-
nate a transfer of medi-
cal information to a new 
provider or discuss ques-
tions about ongoing care 
should contact its office 

as soon as possible.
“We sincerely regret 

any inconvenience or 
concern this closure may 
cause. Please know that 
we are committed to 
doing everything we can 
to make this transition 
as smooth as possible for 
you and your family,” the 
ACCC stated. “Thank 
you for allowing us to 
be part of your health-
care journey. It has been 
a privilege to serve you, 
and we wish you and 
your loved ones contin-
ued strength, health, and 
peace.”

Indictments handed 
down in Mason County
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

Several individuals 
were recently indicted in 
Mason County.

Justin Tyrone Riley 
was charged for offenses 
that indictments allege 
took place between Jan. 
1, 2022, and July 30, 
2022.

Riley was charged with 
first-degree sexual abuse 
of a victim under the age 
of 12, which indictments 
allege occurred when he 
“subjected his daughter 
to sexual contact.”

His second count was 
first-degree rape of a 
victim under the age of 
12, which indictments 
allege occurred when he 
“engaged in sexual inter-

course with his daugh-
ter who was unable to 
consent because she was 
under 12 years old.”

Riley’s final count was 
listed as incest.

Judge Jeffrey L. Schum-
acher signed a warrant of 
arrest on an indictment 
and set a bond amount of 
$200,000.

Dustin Blake Chenault 
was charged with theft by 
deception in the amount 
of $1,000 to $100,000, 
which allegedly occurred 
when he “created the 
false impression that he 
intended to sell a vehi-
cle,” according to indict-
ments. They further 
alleged that Chenault 
received payments total-
ing $1,000 and failed to 
deliver the vehicle.

Chenault was also 
charged with being a 
first-degree persistent 
felony offender due to 
prior convictions.

Schumacher signed 
a warrant of arrest on 
the indictment and set a 
bond amount of $1,500.

The final indictment 
alleged that Gregory 
Frederick Williams com-
mitted second-degree 
forgery when, “with 
the intent to defraud, 
deceive, or injure Glen-
ro, Inc., the defendant 
created and cashed two 
false commercial instru-
ments, namely two coun-
terfeit checks, totaling 
#7,532.94.”

Schumacher signed a 
warrant of arrest and set 
a bond amount of $1,000.

Mason Co. Fiscal Court proclaims 
Sept. 17-23 Constitution Week
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

This week, the Mason 
County Fiscal Court 
signed a proclamation 
commemorating Sept. 
17-23 as Constitution 
Week in the county.

Mason County Judge 
Executive Owen McNeill 
read the proclamation, 
which stated, “Whereas 
Sept. 17, 2026 marks the 
239th anniversary of the 
drafting of the Constitu-

tion of the United States 
of America by the Consti-
tutional Convention, and 
whereas it is fitting and 
proper to accord official 
recognition to this mag-
nificent document and 
its memorable anniver-
sary and to the patriotic 
celebrations which will 
commemorate the occa-
sion and whereas Public 
Law 915 guarantees the 
issuing of a proclamation 
each year by the Presi-
dent of the United States 

of America designating 
Sept. 17th through the 
23rd as Constitution 
Week.”

It was further stated 
that on Thursday, Sept. 
17, there will be a chil-
dren’s bell ringing at the 
time of the signing of the 
Constitution, as well as 
town displays, a banner 
in the front of the Mason 
County Fiscal Court-
house and listening spots 
on WFTM.

Photo courtesy of Owen McNeill
Mason County Judge Executive Owen McNeill signs a proclamation at the Mason County Fiscal 
Court, proclaiming Sept. 17 through Sept. 23 as Constitution Week in Mason County.

Augusta Board of Education 
holds regular meeting
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

AUGUSTA — On 
Thursday, Aug. 13, the 
Augusta Independent 
Board of Education held 
its regular meeting.

According to the meet-
ing minutes, board mem-
bers Matthew McCane, 
Chasity Saunders, Bob 
Snapp and Mike Tay-
lor were present, while 
Laura Back was absent.

The minutes further 
state that during the 
meeting, board members 
reviewed the following 
items: an update on the 
progress of the multipur-
pose educational gymna-
sium; the principal and 
superintendent’s reports; 
the certified hiring of 
Career Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) teacher Har-
rison Owens Crawford; 

the classified transfer 
of school administra-
tive assistant and school 
nurse Katie Holleran, 
high school special edu-
cation paraprofessional 
Sommer Siler and CTE 
bus driver Tyler Sparks, 
assigned District Agri-
culture Education Week 
Coordinator. Addition-
ally, the board discussed 
school activity account 
clerk Tina Sticklen’s 
assignment of duty and 
school administrative 
assistant Karla Hinson’s 
classified resignation.

The board took no 
action on these items.

According to the min-
utes, the board approved 
the following items: the 
amended classified and 
extra-duty salary sched-
ules for 2026-2027, the 
board procedure early 
entrance petition form 

and an early entrance 
request, the proposed 
property tax rates for 
2026-2027, the adop-
tion of the Kentucky 
Association of School 
Administrators (KASA) 
Five-Standard Superin-
tendent Effectiveness 
Framework for 2026-
2027, an emergency cer-
tification for a business 
education instructor 
for 2026-2027, two BG 
22-521 change orders for 
the multi-purpose gym-
nasium and a pay appli-
cation for Momentum 
Construction.

Several reports were 
also approved, includ-
ing the monthly facili-
ties report and a data 
security and data breach 
awareness report.

The meeting adjourned 
shortly afterward.

Traveling turtle

Lauren Tatman/The Ledger Independent
A turtle appears on a train traveling through downtown Maysville.


