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183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Never forget
Written by Carla Redden
The Ledger Independent Staff 
Writer

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
This article, published 
in the Sept. 12, 2001 
issue of The Ledger 
Independent, is being 
reprinted in honor of 
the 25th anniversary 
of the attacks on the 
World Trade Center 
and Pentagon on Sept. 
11, 2001. 

—
“Local residents 

search for words in 
reaction to attacks on 
nation”

As more information 
unfolds about Tuesday’s 
tragic events, the nation 
is dealing with shock and 
disbelief.

But many people have 
already formed opinions 
about the developments 
of Sept. 11, 2001, a day 

Americans will not soon 
forget.

Even locally, the trag-
edy has had far-reaching 
effects and every person 
will testify to its horrific 
nature.

“What can you say,?” 
said Susie Hargett of 
Augusta. “There are no 

words to express how it 
has effected us. All you 
can really do is pray.”

Hargett, an employee 
of Kmart, said other 
employees have been 
able to watch the news 
on a TV in the break 

MCSO releases August report
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

The Mason County 
Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) 
recently released its 
report for the month of 
August.

According to the 
report, last month, there 
were 831 documented 
incidents, 16 citations, 51 
traffic or other citations, 
six transports, 92 civil or 
criminal papers served, 
27 warrants served and 
143 school hours logged.

Further, to date in 2026 
there have been 5,296 
incidents, 126 collisions, 
421 traffic or other cita-
tions, 56 transports, 555 
civil or criminal papers 
served, 169 warrants 
served and 1,861.5 school 
hours logged.

According to Mason 
County Sheriff Ryan Swol-
sky, 12 criminal inves-
tigations were opened 
in the month of August. 
Of those, one led to the 
arrest of a male who 
had been attempting to 
induce a minor to engage 
in sexual activities. The 
arrest was made after 
the MCSO received a tip 
from Predator Poachers, 
a citizens’ group that tar-
gets this type of activity 

online and reports it to 
law enforcement.

MCSO deputies were 
security at the Old Reli-
able Germantown Fair. 

The department also 
hosted its 27th annual 
golf scramble. Swolsky 
noted that all of the funds 
from the scramble were 
given to the Kentucky 
Sheriff’s Boys and Girls 
Ranch.

“Thank you to our play-
ers and numerous donors 
for their support,” he stat-
ed. “If you are interested 
in sending a child to the 
ranch, please call us.”

Swolsky also shared his 
thoughts about school 
resource officers (SRO), 
explaining that in 2019, 
Kentucky began direct-
ing school districts to 
assign resource officers 
to campuses “as funds 
and qualified personnel 
became available.” In 
2022, stricter mandates 
came through House Bill 
63 requiring at least one 
resource officer on each 
public school campus.

Under the leadership 
of former sheriff Patrick 
Boggs, the MCSO began 
a school resource officer 
program with Mason 
County Schools in 2017 
and have maintained its 
partnership ever since. 
Swolsky noted that the 
MCSO currently has 
three SROs.

“The SROs primary 
duty is the safety and secu-
rity of students and staff,” 
said Swolsky. “Through-
out their shifts, SROs 
check to ensure doors 
are secure, monitor video 
cameras, patrol the cam-
pus, respond to requests 
for assistance from staff, 
and work investigations. 
It is a demanding job 
and we are fortunate to 
have extremely capable 
deputies work these posi-
tions.”

For comments or ques-
tions, contact the MCSO 
at (606) 564-3309. To sub-
mit a tip, text MPD212 
to 847411 to reach the 
MCSO or the Maysville 
Police Department.

Fleming Co. Chamber of Commerce 
opens nominations for annual awards
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

FLEMINGSBURG — 
The Fleming County 
Chamber of Commerce 
has begun seeking nomi-
nations for its 2026 
annual chamber awards.

“Help us recognize 
the people, businesses 
and organizations whose 
leadership, service and 
accomplishments make 
Fleming County a stron-
ger place to live, work 
and do business,” the 
Fleming County Cham-
ber of Commerce stated.

It further noted that 
nominations are open to 
the public and that cham-
ber customers, members, 
employees, residents and 
community organiza-
tions may nominate any 
eligible organization, 
individual or business. 
Self-nominations are also 
accepted.

“After nominations 
close, the chamber board 

of directors will review 
all submissions to con-
firm eligibility. All eli-
gible nominees will then 
be placed on the official 
ballot for consideration 
by chamber members 
in good standing,” the 
chamber stated. “Each 
chamber member in 
good standing may cast 
one vote in each award 
category. The eligible 
nominee receiving the 
highest number of votes 
in each category will be 
selected as the award 
recipient. The cham-
ber champion award is 
selected separately by 
the board of directors 
and will not appear on 
the member ballot.”

According to the cham-
ber, the nomination peri-
od will end on Wednes-
day, Sept. 30. Nomina-
tion forms may be sub-
mitted to the chamber’s 
office at 165 W. Water 
Street in Flemingsburg, 
Ky. via Google Form, by 

mailing them to PO Box 
24 in Flemingsburg or 
by emailing them to rob-
bie@flemingkychamber.
com. A printed version 
of the form may also be 
obtained at the cham-
ber’s office.

This year’s award cat-
egories include Agricul-
ture Leader of the Year, 
Community Impact 
Award, Citizen of the 
Year, Educator of the 
Year, Health and Well-

Courtesy of the Fleming County 
Chamber of Commerce

The QR code for the 2026 
Fleming County Chamber of 
Commerce nominations form.

New brewery to open in Augusta
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

AUGUSTA — A new 
brewery will be arriving 
in Augusta, Ky. later this 
year, joining the town’s 
thriving wines and spir-
its industry and offering 
guests a comprehensive 
experience.

In an interview with 
The Ledger Indepen-
dent, Pamela Ashcraft 
stated that in 2017, she 
and her husband Kevin 
bought the property for 
what will become 19 
North Brewery. Having 
worked for a glass com-
pany based out of Pitts-
burgh, Pa. that makes 
glass for the spirits 
industry and local bour-
bon distilleries, Ashcraft 
continued to pursue her 
goal and took brewing 
classes, receiving her 
certificate in sales and 
marketing for brewing in 
2021 and her associate’s 
degree in brew science in 
2022.

19 North Brewery’s 
logo and social media 
page was officially 
launched late last month.

Ashcraft has stated 
that the 4,000-square-
foot facility will be multi-
functional, containing 

a taproom, event space 
and lodging.

The lodging will con-
sist of a two-bedroom, 
one-bath apartment 
available for rent through 
Airbnb. Although it will 
be located within the 
brewery, the 900-square-
foot apartment will have 
a private entrance, keep-
ing it separated from the 
public areas. The apart-
ment will be open all 
year round.

The event space will 
include an indoor space 
and outdoor covered 
deck, which will fit 
approximately 70 people. 
Ashcraft stated that the 
space will likely only 
be open Friday through 
Sunday; however, they 
are open to changing the 
operating hours depend-
ing on the business’s suc-
cess. She noted that they 

would like to host at least 
one event per month, 
with opportunities for 
live music and seasonal 
events. Reservations will 
be taken for some events 
in advance.

Similarly, the brew-
ery will also be open on 
weekends and will offer 
seasonal drinks, lagers, 
pilsners and IPA beer. 
Ashcraft estimated that 
the taproom will include 
10 to 12 taps.

“So, what we’re hop-
ing is that we will add to 
the tourism of Augusta,” 
Ashcraft expressed. “So, 
Augusta has the winery 
at Baker-Bird, has a dis-

Provided by Pamela Ashcraft
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