
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

RIPLEY, Ohio — Ripley 
Union Lewis Huntington 
(RULH) Local Schools 
has announced that for 
the seventh school year in 
a row, it will be offering 
free breakfast and lunch 
for students.

According to RULH 
Superintendent James 
Wilkins, the school will 
“offer a nutritious free 
breakfast and lunch.”

A flyer provided by 
Wilkins stated that for all 
students during the 2026-
2027 school year, one 
lunch and one breakfast 
will be given at no charge 
and with no meal applica-

tion required.
“Through the Commu-

nity Eligibility Provision 
(CEP), every student at 
Ripley Union Lewis Hun-
tington Local Schools 
can receive breakfast and 
lunch at no charge,” the 
flyer said. “This benefit is 
available for all students 
regardless of household 
income.”

The flyer additionally 
noted that extra items, 
additional meals and à 
la carte purchases may 
require payment, as they 
are not included in the 
CEP.

In additional RULH 
Local Schools news, 
Wilkins expressed that 
the RULH Elementary 

open house was a huge 
success.

“Open house was held 
on Tuesday, August 18th, 
and it was a great success! 
RULH Elementary would 
like to thank all of the 
community members and 
businesses for their sup-
port with open house,” 
said Wilkins. “They sup-
plied RULH Elemen-
tary students with lots 
of school supplies and 
resources. RULH could 
not do it without their 
tremendous support! 
Thank you!”

Wilkins also shared 
that RULH seniors will 
have an opportunity to 
paint their parking spots 
at the RULH Jr./Sr. High 

School.
According to a flyer 

provided by Wilkins, 
there will be a notifica-
tion sent out soon about 
the specific paint that will 
be required for painting. 
It also stated that designs 
must be approved by the 
RULH office and that 
students must submit 
their designs for approval 
before painting. Paint-
ings will also have to be 
one inch inside the yellow 
lines.

The flyer further stated 
that “seniors who have 
paid for a parking pass 
can paint a parking spot.”

“Be creative. Be 
respectful. Be a Blue Jay,” 
the flyer said.
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MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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ACHD releases 
month of July 
Environmental 
Health Report

Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

WEST UNION, 
Ohio — The Adams 
County Health Depart-
ment (ACHD) recently 
released its Environ-
mental Health Report 
for the month of July.

According to the 
ACHD, 15 permits for 
sewage treatment sys-
tems and four opera-
tions and maintenance 
permits were issued, as 
well as seven site evalu-
ations, 12 final inspec-
tions, nine 12-month 
inspections, four opera-
tions and maintenance 
inspections, and 121 
consultations.

Additionally, one 
water test and two 
water consults were 
conducted.

There were also sev-
eral food service inspec-
tions, including nine 
food service operation 
inspections, 15 retail 
food establishment 
inspections, 17 mobile 
unit inspections and 

seven consultations.
Regarding tattoo and 

body piercing environ-
ments, there was one 
tattoo inspection, one 
plan review and two 
consults.

One swimming pool 
inspection was con-
ducted, as well as one 
consultation.

The ACHD reported 
three dog bites, one 
cat bite and three bites 
categorized as “other,” 
with a total of seven 
consultations.

Several nuisance 
investigations were also 
completed, including 
four sewage investiga-
tions, three housing 
investigations and two 
solid waste investiga-
tions.

For more informa-
tion, contact Heather 
Polley, CPO, REHS at 
(937) 544-5547, ext. 
116 or hpolley@adam-
scountyhealth.org, or 
Tyler Fowler, REHS at 
(937) 544-5547, ext. 
115 or tfowler@adam-
scountyhealth.org.

RULH Local Schools to offer free breakfast and lunch; celebrates open house

Photo provided by James Wilkins
RULH Elementary open house, Aug. 18.

Four sentenced to prison 
time in Brown County 
Court of Common Pleas
By Wade Linville
Ripley Bee, Georgetown News Democrat and 
Brown County Press

Four individuals were recently 
sentenced to prison time in the 
Brown County Court of Common 
Pleas.

Jayson D’Angelo Turner
A 14-count indictment was filed 

against Jayson D’Angelo Turner, 44, 
of Dayton on Dec. 17, 2025 
in case number CRI2025-
2150, charging D’Angelo 
with six counts of aggravated 
trafficking in drugs, felonies 
of the second degree with 
specifications; six counts 
of trafficking in a Fentanyl-
related compound, felonies 
of the fourth degree with 
specifications; one count of 
aggravated possession of 
drugs, a felony of the second 
degree with a specification; 
one count of trafficking in 
cocaine, a felony of the first 
degree with specifications; 
one count of trafficking in a 
Fentanyl-related compound, a felony 
of the first degree with specifica-
tions; one count of trafficking in 
heroin, a felony of the second degree 
with specifications; and two counts 
of having weapons while under dis-
ability, a felony of the third degree 
with specifications.

On July 9, Turner entered a plea 
of guilty to one count of aggravated 
trafficking in drugs and one count of 
trafficking in Fentanyl-related com-
pound (both with specifications) 
before Brown County Common 
Pleas Judge Scott T. Gusweiler.

On July 31, Judge Gusweiler 
sentenced Turner, as it relates to 
one count of aggravated trafficking 
in drugs, an indefinite prison term 
of a minimum of four years and a 
maximum of six years in the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction; and as it relates to one 
count of trafficking in Fentanyl-
related compound, a prison term of 
four years in the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction to 
be served concurrently to count one 
(aggravated trafficking in drugs). 
All other counts were dismissed 
and the court ordered forfeitures 
of all guns and an automobile to 
the Brown County Drug and Major 

Crime Task Force.

William Houstin Highlander
On June 11, a three-count indict-

ment was filed against William 
Houstin Highlander, 29, of George-
town, in case number CRI2026-
2073, charging Highlander with one 
count of failure to comply with an 
order or signal of a police officer, 
a felony of the third degree with a 
specification; two counts of oper-

ating a vehicle while 
under the influence 
of alcohol, a drug of 
abuse, or a combina-
tion of them, felonies 
of the fourth degree 
with specification.

On July 10, High-
lander entered a plea 
of guilty to failure to 
comply with an order 
or signal of a police 
officer and one count 
of operating a vehicle 
while under the influ-
ence of alcohol, a drug 
of abuse, or a combina-

tion of them before Judge Guswei-
ler.

On that same day, Judge Gus-
weiler sentenced Highlander to 18 
months in the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction for 
failure to comply with an order or 
signal of a police officer, and to 13 
months in the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction 
for operating a vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol, a drug of 
abuse, or a combination of them 
with the 60 days being mandatory 
to be served consecutively to the 
sentence for failure to comply with 
an order or signal of a police officer. 
The court ordered a mandatory fine 
of $1,540 and a driver’s license sus-
pension for three years to life. The 
court ordered the forfeiture of prop-
erty to the Mt. Orab Police Depart-
ment and Highlander was notified 
that post release control is mandato-
ry in this case for one to three years.

Jarrod William Messer, Jr.
On May 28, a one-count indict-

ment was filed against Jarrod Wil-
liam Messer, Jr., 36, of Goshen in 
case number CRI2026-2065, charg-
ing Messer with one count of failure 
to comply with an order or signal of 
a police officer, a felony of the third 

degree. On July 8, Messer entered 
a plea of guilty to failure to comply 
with an order or signal of a police 
officer before Judge Gusweiler.

On that same day, Judge Guswei-
ler sentenced Messer to 24 months 
in the Ohio Department of Rehabili-
tation and Correction and a driver’s 
license suspension for three years to 
life. Messer was notified that post 
release control is mandatory in this 

case for one to three years.

Zachary Leigh Robison
On Dec. 8, 2025, a two-

count indictment was filed 
against Zachary Leigh Robi-
son, 31, of Cincinnati, in 
case number CRI2025-2145, 
charging Robison with one 
count of failure to comply 
with an order or signal of a 
police officer, a felony of the 
third degree; and one count 
of violating a protection 
order, a misdemeanor of the 
first degree.

On June 11, a five-count 
indictment was filed against 
Robison in case number 

CRI2026-2074, charging Robison 
with counts one and two, illegal 
conveyance of drugs of abuse onto 
grounds of a specified governmental 
facility, felonies of the third degree; 
counts three and four, trafficking in 
drugs, felonies of the fourth degree, 
and count five, conspiracy, a felony 
of the third degree.

On Aug. 6, Robison entered a plea 
of guilty to failure to comply with 
an order or signal of a police offi-
cer in case number CRI2025-2145, 
and illegal conveyance of drugs of 
abuse onto grounds of a specified 
governmental facility in case num-
ber CRI2026-2074 before Judge 
Gusweiler.

On that same date, Judge Guswei-
ler sentenced Robison, as it relates 
to case number CRI2025-2145, to 
24 months in the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction 
and a driver’s license suspension for 
three years to life. As it relates to 
case number CRI2026-2074, Robi-
son was sentenced to 36 months 
in the Ohio Department of Reha-
bilitation and Correction. The court 
ordered both cases to be served con-
currently and Robison was notified 
that post-release control is mandato-
ry in this case for up to three years.


