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Ponto the o�  ce dog says: 
Love is not blind; it simply 
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fail to see.
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Ponto the offi  ce dog says: 
Worry often gives a small thing a 
big shadow.

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL AT MAYSVILLE�ONL INE.COM

$1.25  VOLUME 52, ISSUE  024  A CHAMPION MEDIA LLC NEWSPAPER  COPYRIGHT 2020 FOLLOW US ONLINE:  FACEBOOK.COM/LEDGERINDEPENDENT  TWITTER.COM/LEDGERNEWSROOM  INSTAGRAM.COM/INDEPENDENT_INSIDERS

CraftForce�s Justin Denham
Young Professionals Spotlight series
LIFESTYLE, PAGE B1

Big savings inside
Coupons worth $183 (in most areas)
SEE INSERTS

 MOSTLY CLOUDY, A SHOWER 43 36 FORECAST, A2  |                                                                 |  maysville�online.comSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020

!"#$ %&'()*
+),-!#.%!($(#/(-$%0%%12#(

&344%565786979:85 Visit us on 
facebook

"$;<%
'(#(=

"$;<%
'(#(=

183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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RCS superintendent addresses violent online comments
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

Robertson County 
School District Superin-
tendent Dr. Sean Bailey 
recently released a state-
ment addressing violent 
comments made by a 
student and another indi-
vidual.

On Aug. 28, Bailey 
stated that the district 
had been made aware 
of a “private online con-
versation” between one 
of its middle school stu-
dents and an individual 
in Florida that involved 
“inappropriate comments 
about violence toward 

the school.”
He added that conver-

sations with the school’s 
resource offi cer and the 
Kentucky State Police 
have revealed that the 
conversation was not 
had via social media and 
that the individual “did 
not make a direct threat 

toward Robertson Coun-
ty School.” Further, there 
is currently no informa-
tion to indicate that there 
is a threat or danger to 
students or staff.

“Law enforcement is 
actively addressing the 
situation with the individ-
uals involved, and school 

offi cials are also address-
ing the matter appropri-
ately,” Bailey stated.

“We understand situa-
tions like this can quickly 
lead to rumors or incom-
plete information,” he 
continued. “We want our 
families to receive accu-
rate information directly 

from us and ask that you 
rely on offi cial commu-
nication from Robertson 
County School and law 
enforcement.”

Bailey concluded that 
further communication 
will be released pending 
the development of addi-
tional information.

Cummins Nature Preserve 
to open four new bike paths
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

On Labor Day, Sept. 
7, the Cummins Nature 
Preserve will celebrate 
the grand opening of 
its new mountain bike 
paths, four trails that will 
remain open to riders of 
all ages and abilities.

In an interview with 
The Ledger Indepen-
dent, Park Coordina-
tor Grant Felice stated 
that the trails’ installa-
tion was inspired by his 
own experiences with 
mountain biking, as well 
as requests from other 
bikers and families to 
include the activity on 
the preservation. Work 
began in November 2025 
and continued into the 
spring, with employees 
using trail hoes, rakes 
and chainsaws to carve 
out the trails and cut back 
any invasive growths, 
which may include bush 
honeysuckle, chaff fl ow-
er, pokeweed and John-
son grass. Care has been 

taken to avoid any native 
plants, trees and shrub-
bery.

Felice noted that clear-
ing invasive plants will 
improve visibility of the 
biking paths from the 
hiking trails, which are 
mostly nearby. The paths 
will be two-way except 
on Opening Day, with 
the possibility of becom-
ing one-way at a later 
date. Maps will be avail-
able at the preserve’s 
front offi ce.

According to Felice, 
the trails available on 
Opening Day will include 
the Armadillo Bike Path, 
which is moderately dif-
fi cult at 0.4 miles with 
a few steep inclines and 
curves; the Bobcat Bike 
Path, a 0.2-mile begin-
ner’s course; the Chip-
munk Trail, a 0.25-mile 
steep, advanced course 
with bridges; and the 
Dragonfl y Bike Path, 
another advanced 0.5-
mile trail with a bridge. 
These trails are only 
open to human-pedaled 

bikes, with no e-bikes 
or motorbikes allowed. 
All riders must have hel-
mets, and brake checks 
and knee and elbow pads 
are recommended.

Felice noted that the 
trails are adaptable, and 
that the preserve is open 
to suggestions from bik-
ers.

“So, that’s kind of our 
dual purpose here,” he 

Peyton Dunaway/The Ledger 
Independent

The entrance to the Armadillo 
Bike Path.

Guillermin sentenced in 
fatal hit-and-run case
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio — This week, 
Michael L. Guillermin 
was sentenced in a case 
involving a fatal hit-and-
run that occurred in Rus-
sellville, Ohio in October 
2025.

On Friday, Oct. 24, 
2025, the Georgetown, 
Ohio Post of the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol 
announced that it was 
investigating a fatal hit-
and-run crash involving 
a pedestrian in Russell-
ville, Ohio.

Guillermin was indict-
ed on Monday, Dec. 
8, 2025, and charged 
with vehicular homicide 
(M1), vehicular man-

slaughter (M2) and two 
counts of failure to stop 
after an accident (F2).

In his indictment, a 
grand jury alleged that 
Guillermin negligently 
caused the death of Caleb 
Thomas Holbert while 
operating his vehicle. 
The grand jury further 
alleged that Guillermin 
was involved in an acci-
dent and failed to stop 
his vehicle while having 
knowledge of the acci-
dent.

According to reports, 
Guillermin was sen-
tenced on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, 2026, to a mini-
mum of four years in 
prison.

Brown County court 
documents show that in 
July 2026, Guillermin 

entered a guilty plea to 
the charges of vehicular 
homicide (M1) and fail-
ure to stop after an acci-
dent (F2).

The guilty plea docu-

Photo courtesy of the Brown 
County Jail

Michael L. Guillermin.

MCSB votes to maintain tax rates
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

On Thursday, Aug. 
27, the Mason County 
School Board (MCSB) 
voted to maintain the 
tax levy for the 2026-
2027 school year during 
a special meeting at the 
district’s central offi ce.

At the Monday, Aug. 
10 MCSB meeting, Trea-
surer Lisa Moreland 
approached the board 
with options for tax 
rates, stating that there 
were four available: four 
percent, compensating, 
subsection and maintain-
ing the same rates.

Moreland explained 
that the four percent 
rate would be 56.4 cents 
and would produce 
$9,345,948 in revenue, 
the compensating rate 
would decrease it to 
between 54.3 cents (real 

estate) and 54.7 cents 
(personal) and would 
produce $9,010,912, the 
subsection rate would 
bring it to 56.9 cents 
and produce $9,428,802, 
and maintaining the rate 
would bring it between 
55.2 cents (real estate) 
and 55.5 cents (per-
sonal) and produce 
$9,156,811.12.

She added that if rates 
stay the same, the real 
estate property tax rate 
will remain 55.2 cents 
with an expected rev-
enue of $7,359,837.14, 
with the personal prop-
erty tax rate remain-
ing at 55.5 cents with 
an expected revenue of 
$1,796,973.99.

At Thursday’s meet-
ing, the board made 
the following recom-
mendation: “The Board 
approves keeping the fol-
lowing tax levy per $100 

of assessed value for the 
2026-2027 school year 
with Real Estate at a rate 
of 55.2 (cents) and Per-
sonal Property at a rate of 
55.5 (cents). The Board 
also approves to keep the 
Motor Vehicle Tax rate 
as $0.555 (cents) and the 
Utility Tax rate as 3 per-
cent.”

Board member 
Lamont Johnson made 
a motion to keep the tax 
rates, and board member 
Vickie Lowe seconded 
the motion. All board 
members voted yes and 
the motion passed.

Ohio River Valley Pride Festival 
moves to downtown Maysville
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

The Maysville Com-
mission on Human 
Rights has announced 
that the upcoming Ohio 
River Valley Pride festi-
val has changed its Satur-
day location.

During a special meet-
ing of the commission 
held on Thursday, Aug. 
20, Commissioner David 
Green announced that 
Friday, Sept. 11’s festivi-
ties — which will include 
a welcoming ceremony, 

9/11 tribute, dueling DJs 
and live drag queen per-
formances — have been 
moved from the Wild Bull 
Saloon to the Pavilion in 
downtown Maysville, 
located at 5 East McDon-
ald Parkway.

He further explained 
that the saloon did not 
have the paperwork nec-
essary to host the event, 
and that the Pavilion was 
nominated by the City of 
Maysville as a replace-
ment partially because 
it has more electricity 
hookups.

Additionally, Green 
reported that Maysville 
Police Chief Patrick 
Boggs has stated that 
a section of road will 
be closed from Market 
Street to Sutton Street, 
and that security will be 
increased in that area.

Friday’s event will be 
free and will take place 
from 6-10 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 12’s 
festivities will continue 
to be held at Augusta 
River Park in Augusta, 
Ky. from noon to 5 p.m.


