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Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Mason Co. man arrested for alleged solicitation of minor
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

A Mason County man 
has been arrested in con-
nection with the alleged 
solicitation and sending of 
sexually explicit messages 
and photos to someone he 
believed to be a minor.

Bradley E. Thomas, 
59, of Mason County was 
arrested on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26 at approximately 
11:28 a.m. and charged 

with procuring or promot-
ing the use of a minor by 
electronic means.

According to a crimi-
nal complaint, the events 
leading up to Thomas’s 
arrest occurred from Jan. 
24 through April 12, 2026.

The criminal complaint 
alleged that Thomas “sent 
messages to meet up 
with the 13 year old girl 
in Mason County, KY for 
the purposes of engaging 
in sexual acts, including 

masturbation and sexual 
intercourse,” and that 
he “engaged with the 13 
year old with the intent 
to entice, coerce, solicit, 
or induce the minor to 
engage in sexual con-
duct.”

It further stated that 
the perceived 13-year-
old was actually a fi cti-
tious account operated 
by the Predator Poach-
ers group, which works 
with law enforcement to 

bring offenders to justice. 
According to its social 
media, Predator Poach-
ers’ investigations have 
contributed to arrests in 
all 50 states, convictions 
in 45 and multiple life-
sentence cases.

In the messages, Thom-
as allegedly stated that he 
would “teach” the minor 
things, sending explicit 
messages and asking her 
to “send me more sexy 
pics.”

Mason County Sheriff 
Ryan Swolsky and Deputy 
Jonathan Wagner investi-
gated these claims, and an 
arrest was made by Swol-
sky, Chief Deputy Colten 
Linville and Deputy John 
Ferguson.

“I want to personally 
thank Assistant County 
Attorney Claire Estill who 
worked with us for many 
hours on this and played a 
major role in securing our 
arrest warrant,” Swolsky 

expressed. “This is still an 
active investigation with 
additional charges pend-
ing.”

MPD reminds residents of 
new school bus safety law
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

The Maysville Police 
Department (MPD) 
recently reminded the 
community to remain 
vigilant of school buses 
now that school is back 
in session.

The MPD has 
announced that it will 
resume patrolling school 
zones and neighbor-
hood streets throughout 
the school year in order 
to keep students and 
staff safe. It also reit-
erated that school bus 
safety laws have recently 
changed.

“All lanes of traffi c, 
regardless of the direc-
tion of travel, must stop 
when a school bus acti-
vates its lights and dis-
plays its stop sign,” the 
MPD instructed. “The 
only exception is when 
there is an unpaved 
median or other physical 
barrier separating mul-
tiple lanes.”

The MPD also released 

a visual aid via social 
media to give the com-
munity a better under-
standing of the new law.

“Slow down, put the 
phone away, and watch 
for children at bus stops 
and crosswalks,” the 
MPD stated.

MPD Chief Patrick 
Boggs informed The 
Ledger Independent 
that offi cers will strictly 
enforce this bus law, as 
well as school zones and 
speed limits.

“From time to time 
we’ll be following school 
buses just to make sure 

everything goes safe for 
loading and unloading,” 
Boggs stated.

He further advised 
motorists to be aware of 
their surroundings.

“We ask motorists to 
be aware of the vehicle in 
front of them because if 
they slam on their brakes 
to stop at one of these, 
you’ve got to be prepared 
to stop behind them as 
well. It becomes their 
responsibility,” Boggs 
expressed. “It’s every 
motorist’s responsibility 
to know what’s going on 
in front of them.”

Courtesy of the Maysville Police Department
This graphic explains the new bus law.

Mason Co. Fiscal Court 
adopts tax rates resolution
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

On Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
the Mason County Fiscal 
Court passed Resolution 
26-18, concerning the 
levy and adoption of tax 
rates for Mason County 
as well as the acceptance 
and/or acknowledgement 
of tax rates for other tax-
ing districts and special 
districts.

These tax rates include 
real estate, tangible per-
sonal, motor vehicles 
and watercraft, inven-
tory in transit, tobacco in 
storage, aircraft, health, 
library and extension.

The following tax rates 
were adopted for Mason 
County for the year 2026: 
20 cents per $100 (real 
estate), 25 cents per $100 
(tangible personal), 16.0 
cents per $100 (motor 
vehicles and watercraft), 
0.0 cents per $100 (inven-
tory in transit), 1.50 
cents per $100 (tobacco 
in storage) and 25 cents 
per $100 (aircraft).

The real estate tax rate 

was also lowered in the 
resolution, making it 20 
mills, down from 22 mills. 
According to the Mason 
County Fiscal Court, the 
newly adopted real estate 
tax rate is the lowest 
since 2015.

Additionally, Section 
Two of Resolution 26-18 
describes the acceptance 
and acknowledgement 
of tax rates per $100 of 
assessed valuation for 
special districts or other 
taxing districts. Health 
was listed as 7.25 cents 
per $100 for real estate, 
7.25 cents per $100 for 
personal and 7.25 cents 
per $100 for vehicle. 

Library was listed as 6.5 
cents per $100 for real 
estate, 7.24 cents per 
$100 for personal and 4.0 
cents per $100 for vehi-
cle. Extension was listed 
as 4.0 cents per $100 for 
real estate, 4.46 cents per 
$100 for personal and 
2.0 cents per $100 for 
vehicle.

Mason County Com-
missioner Joe McKay 
made a motion to adopt 
Resolution 26-18 with a 
second made by Commis-
sioner Chris O’Hearn. A 
roll call vote was taken 
with four yes votes, pass-
ing the motion unani-
mously.

Submitted by the Mason County 
Detention Center

Bradley Thomas

Maysville Rotary Club introduces member speeches
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

On Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
the Maysville Rotary 
Club held its regular 
weekly meeting, led by 
former Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Stockton Wood.

Wood introduced him-
self, stating that he is a 
member of the Rotary 
membership, orientation 
and retention commit-

tees. In these commit-
tees, it has been dis-
cussed that when past 
Rotary meetings had no 
program, members would 
instead introduce them-
selves through classifi ca-
tion vocation talks.

“And the committee 
started to think back and 
say, ‘You know, we have 
a lot of outstanding new 
members, we have a lot 
of outstanding longtime 

members, but we do too 
much of sitting at the 
same table with the same 
people. We don’t get to 
know everybody else,’” 
Wood expressed. “So, 
we thought it would be a 
good idea to have every-
body at some point get up 
and give a classifi cation 
talk.”

He continued, explain-
ing that for the next year 
or two, he would invite at 

least one Rotary member 
a week to introduce them-
selves to the group.

This meeting’s speak-
ers were Tom Clarke, 
Amy Roberson-Dudley 
and Kavin Cartmell.

Clarke was introduced 
as the club’s longest 
serving member, having 
joined between 1974-
1975. He had graduated 

Peyton Dunaway/The Ledger Independent
Tom Clarke, Amy Roberson-Dudley and Kavin Cartmell.


