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Looking back to 
Aug. 24, 2018
Written by Hanna Mills

The following information was entered into the 
Aug. 24, 2018, edition of The Ledger Independent:

—
Serpent Mound announces trail expansion
PEEBLES, OHIO – Serpent Mound has length-

ened its nature trail.
The trail has expanded and begins behind the 

museum. Now, the nature trail is half a mile long, 
and will take between 15 and 20 minutes to walk 
and admire the beauty of nature. Anyone can enjoy 
the natural trail; young, old, and even furry com-
panions. They are allowed in the park and on the 
trail but they are required to be on a leash at all 
times.Owners must also cleaned up after pets.

“We had been planning on expanding the trail for 
about a year now. We needed to contact the Ohio 
History Connection first to make sure we wouldn’t 
be disturbing anything on the land since Serpent 
Mound is an active archaeology site” said Randy 
Mickle who is the education coordinator for the 
park.

“The expansion took between two to three days. 
The trees seemed to have already shaped a path 
so we followed it, and cleaned it up. The work we 
did wasn’t too strenuous and we even had a group 
of Boy Scouts help out as part of their community 
service.”

This weekend would be the perfect time to check 
out the nature trail because Serpent Mound will be 
hosting their last program for the summer, Archae-
ology Day, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 25. The event will take place under shelter, 
allowing it to be a rain or shine event.

According to the Arc of Appalachia website, 
“Local artifact collectors will be on site display-
ing their collections. Bring in your own artifacts, 
a professional archaeologist will be on-site to help 
identify any artifacts you may have. Native Skill 
demonstrations such as flint-knapping and atlatl 
throwing will be ongoing throughout the day. In 
the picnic shelter, professional presentations will 
be provided by experienced experts. For the chil-
dren, we’ll have Native American games and face 
painting. Tours will be offered from the museum 
throughout the day and you are also welcome to 
take a self-guided hike on our nature trail.” There 
will also be a pottery demonstration from Thomas 
Grooms, experienced historians Craig Nordquist 
and Craig Goodwin will be available to chat and 
answer questions, and park staff will be hosting the 
guided tours at noon, 2 p.m., and 4 p.m.

Tim Goodwin, who is the park manager also 
mentioned, “We will be having collectors from all 
over the state displaying their collections. When do 
you ever get the chance to see authentic artifacts, 
I feel like you just don’t see them in the museums 
anymore. I think it will be a lot of fun, and educa-
tional for everyone”

Parking will be $8, and the event is free.

Quinn Simple Scenes – 
My return to fashion
By Rix Quinn

All my life, I’ve found it hard 
to resist a good bargain. So, the 
pandemic a few years ago briefly 
curtailed my excellent purchasing 
decisions.

I was always out in the stores, 
shopping for the latest in exercise 
equipment, self-help videos, or 
ideas to impress my supervisors.

I really liked clothes. At work, I 
usually wore nice khakis and a golf 
shirt that made me look semi-cool.

I shopped both in-store and 
online. Truth is, I wanted to look 
better than I actually am. I believe 

in that old saying, “If you don’t 
have a good act, you better wear a 
good costume.”

But my shopping stopped when 
in-office activities got cancelled 
temporarily. Instead, my company 
scheduled a series of daily video 
conferences.

So, I had to adjust to just looking 
great above the waist. I positioned 
my home office in a small storage 
space. I put a bookcase behind my 
chair, so viewers would think I had 
actually read those books.

But each day at home my physi-
cal appearance descended closer 
to Hades. First, I quit shaving my 

scraggly beard. I looked like a guy 
who fell face-first onto grass clip-
pings.

I started to wear sweatshirts 
with the sleeves cut off. I bought 
two pair of gray sweatpants, which 
I alternated every other week.

One day a cousin came for a 
visit, and he suddenly appeared at 
my storage room desk. He said he 
found me by the smell.

But eventually we returned to 
the office. I’m showering every 
other day now, and my wife says I 
look almost normal again.

Truthfully, my socks don’t match 
every day. But that’s a style choice.

Abortion could return to 
Supreme Court, this time with 
a focus on women’s health
Kelcie Moseley-Morris
Kentucky Lantern

A federal court ruling 
out of Idaho has potential 
implications for excep-
tions in abortion bans 
nationwide and could 
eventually end up before 
the U.S. Supreme Court to 
decide.

U.S. District Judge B. 
Lynn Winmill ruled earlier 
this month that the 14th 
Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution provides a 
narrow right for a preg-
nant patient to obtain an 
abortion if the pregnancy 
could be a risk to their 
health, including their 
mental health. It’s the 
first ruling since the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision 
in Dobbs v. Jackson Wom-
en’s Health in 2022 to find 
that the U.S. Constitution 
includes a right to abor-
tion access in certain situ-
ations.

Mary Ziegler, a legal 
historian and law profes-
sor at the University of 
California, Davis School 
of Law, said Winmill’s rul-
ing could be the beginning 
of a “slow erosion” of the 
Dobbs decision, similar to 
the way that anti-abortion 
advocates used lawsuits 
and legislation to chip 
away at the law estab-
lished by Roe v. Wade after 
it was decided in 1973.

“They kind of worked 
over the course of decades 
to do a death by a thou-
sand cuts, chipping away 
at its breadth,” Ziegler 
said. “This may be kind of 
a funhouse mirror version 
of that.”

For years, anti-abortion 
state officials and advo-
cacy groups used various 
legal tactics to diminish 
access to abortion nation-
wide after Roe v. Wade 
determined that the proce-
dure was a constitutional 
right. Over time, state leg-
islatures passed procedur-
al laws that made it more 
difficult for providers to 
offer abortion services, 
as well as so-called “fetal 
pain” laws, and worked 
up to passing the six-week 
and 15-week abortion 
bans that eventually led to 
Dobbs.

Two years ago, U.S. 
Supreme Court justices 
were asked to consider 
whether Idaho could set 
aside federal law mandat-
ing stabilizing care in an 
emergency if that stabi-
lizing care, in a doctor’s 
opinion, was to terminate 
a pregnancy. Now the 
question could be whether 
any pregnancy scenario 
where a patient’s physical 
or mental health is threat-
ened is something that all 
states can regulate under 
Dobbs.

Health exceptions
Out of the 13 states 

that have near-total abor-
tion bans, five have no 

exception for preserving a 
pregnant patient’s health, 
including Idaho, Arkan-
sas, Mississippi, Oklaho-
ma and South Dakota.

All 13 have an excep-
tion to save a pregnant 
woman’s life, but doctors 
say there most often is no 
clear moment when they 
can easily say a person will 
die without an immediate 
abortion. Instead, doctors 
are left to guess whether 
terminating a pregnancy 
to save a patient would 
cost them their license to 
practice or land them in 
prison.

Even in states with 
health exceptions, some 
doctors hesitate to act 
because of the ban, opting 
for delays that can cause 
medical complications 
such as organ damage or 
fertility loss. An Arkan-
sas woman said she was 
denied an abortion dur-
ing a miscarriage in 2024, 
resulting in a days-long 
ordeal that eventually led 
to her being transferred 
out of state to Kansas, 
where abortion is legal.

Winmill’s legal decision 
blocks enforcement of 
Idaho’s near-total abortion 
ban when a pregnancy is 
terminated under those 
circumstances. Idaho 
Attorney General Raúl 
Labrador, a Republican, 
appealed the decision to 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals on Wednesday, 
and also asked Winmill to 
pause that injunction while 
the decision is appealed.

“The state’s interest in 
protecting unborn chil-
dren from unjustified abor-
tion is irreparably harmed 
by the order, and public 
interest and equity sup-
port a stay for that same 
reason,” Idaho Assistant 
Solicitor General Aaron 
Green wrote in the request 
for a stay.

The attorney general 
and leadership at the Idaho 
Family Policy Center, a 
religious organization that 
helped craft the legisla-
tion that established the 
state’s ban, have expressed 
confidence that Winmill’s 
decision will be reversed 
quickly.

“The Fourteenth 
Amendment protects the 
basic rights that are part 
of the historical fabric of 
our nation, not a right to 
take the life of an inno-
cent child in the womb, 
an act that was a crime 
at the time that the Four-
teenth Amendment was 
ratified,” said Caleb Pirc, 
general counsel for the 
Idaho Family Policy Cen-
ter, in a statement. “We 
fully expect Judge Win-
mill’s attempt to shoehorn 
a right to abortion into the 
Constitution to be swiftly 
rejected on appeal.”

Supreme Court watch
Dr. Stacy Seyb, a mater-

nal-fetal medicine spe-

cialist for Idaho’s largest 
health system, St. Luke’s, 
sued state officials and the 
Idaho Board of Medicine 
in 2024, arguing that the 
state’s near-total ban pre-
vented him from provid-
ing appropriate care to all 
of his patients. Maternal-
fetal medicine specialists 
handle the most high-risk 
pregnancies, including 
patients carrying mul-
tiples and those with con-
ditions such as high blood 
pressure and gestational 
diabetes.

In his ruling, Winmill 
wrote that although Dobbs 
allowed states to regulate 
abortion access, that case 
was about elective abor-
tions, and that his rul-
ing was about a pregnant 
woman’s ability to seek 
care under “the most dif-
ficult and tragic circum-
stances,” almost always 
when the woman wanted 
the pregnancy.

“By banning health-
preserving abortion, 
Idaho attempts to deny 
this fundamental right on 
the basis that the threat 
of harm comes from a 
fetus, which depends on 
the woman for survival,” 
Winmill wrote. “But a 
pregnant woman’s health 
is not a state resource to 
be allocated at the legis-
lature’s whim. The Four-
teenth Amendment exists 
precisely to prevent subju-
gation like this.”

Winmill discussed the 
history of abortion bans in 
his opinion, writing that 
when the 14th Amend-
ment was ratified in 1868, 
the states and territories 
that restricted abortion 
also included exceptions 
for therapeutic purposes 
when a doctor was acting 
in good faith.

But Winmill went fur-
ther than many judges 
have gone by including 
a pregnancy’s threats to 
mental health, something 
that only Alabama has 
recognized as an explicit 
healthcare exception for 
abortions among states 
with bans, according to 
KFF. There, a psychiatrist 
is required to diagnose a 
pregnant patient with a 
serious mental illness that 
could result in their death 
or the death of the fetus 
in order to qualify for that 
exception.

“The brain is an organ 
of the body, and health-
care providers use empiri-
cal tools to reliably assess 
the risk of suicidality and 
the most effective treat-
ments,” Winmill wrote. 
“It is an affront to human 
dignity to bar pregnant 
women from receiving life-
saving care on the basis 
that the threat comes from 
a mental health condition 
rather than a physical 
health condition.”

Idaho’s role
Idaho has been at the 

center of the national 
debate about when health 
conditions take priority 
over an abortion ban since 
the first year after the 
Dobbs decision.

The U.S. Department 
of Justice under former 
President Joe Biden sued 
Idaho to require that it 
acknowledge a federal law 
known as the Emergency 
Medical Treatment and 
Active Labor Act — bet-
ter known as EMTALA — 
in the context of patients 
who come to the emergen-
cy room with pregnancies 
that may need to be termi-
nated to prevent infection 
or other adverse health 
outcomes.

The U.S. Supreme 
Court heard that case in 
late April 2024, but sent it 
back to the lower appellate 
court in June, saying it was 
too early in the process for 
justices to have considered 
ruling on it. The case was 
later dropped by the DOJ 
under President Donald 
Trump, but St. Luke’s filed 
its own lawsuit against the 
state that is still ongoing. 
That case is also before 
Winmill in federal court.

At the time of the 
EMTALA arguments, 
Idaho officials had argued 
that if it allowed women to 
get a legal abortion in an 
emergency room, anyone 
could come to a hospital’s 
emergency department 
and threaten to harm 
themselves.

Tanya Pellegrini, co-
director of litigation at 
The Lawyering Project 
and one of the attorneys 
who represented Seyb in 
this month’s case, said that 
wasn’t true under EMTA-
LA, and it won’t be true 
following Winmill’s ruling.

“I think the order really 
speaks for itself in terms of 
why mental health should 
not be treated differently 
from physical health,” Pel-
legrini said.

Ziegler said she won’t 
be surprised if Seyb’s 
case ends up before the 
Supreme Court in the near 
future, because it strikes 
at the heart of questions 
about the Dobbs decision 
that have yet to be fully 
resolved.

“It’s a really important 
question that they’ll have 
to address sooner or later,” 
Ziegler said.

Stateline reporter Kel-
cie Moseley-Morris can 
be reached at kmoseley@
stateline.org.

This story was original-
ly produced by Stateline, 
which is part of States 
Newsroom, a nonprofit 
news network which 
includes Kentucky Lan-
tern, and is supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity.

https://www.kentuck-
ylantern.com
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