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GEORGETOWN, Ohio — The State 
Medical Board of Ohio has suspended 
the medical license of Dr. Ali Ghase-
mzadeh, a cardiologist in Georgetown, 
Ohio, who was arrested last week for 
allegations of rape, sexual battery and 
gross sexual imposition.

On Monday, July 27, Ghasemzadeh 
was arrested and lodged at the Brown 
County Adult Detention Center without 
bond.

Two adult female patients made 
complaints to the Brown County Sher-
iff’s Office (BCSO) concerning alleged 
sexual assault incidents that allegedly 
occurred on July 14, 2025, and in June 
2025.

Ghasemzadeh was charged last week 
with rape, sexual battery and gross sex-
ual imposition. He made an initial court 

appearance on Wednesday, July 29, 
where he was given a total bond amount 
of $700,000.

His bond conditions, according to a 
court document, included having 
no contact with the alleged vic-
tims, being precluded from leav-
ing the state of Ohio “until fur-
ther order of the court,” and that 
he must surrender his passport.

On Wednesday, July 29, the 
State Medical Board of Ohio 
released a formal action report 
where Ghasemzadeh was listed 
under pre-hearing suspensions.

“Pursuant to Section 4731.22(G), 
license to practice medicine and sur-
gery is summarily suspended based 
on Board’s determination that there 
is clear and convincing evidence that 
massage therapist is in violation of Sec-
tions 4731.22(B)(6), and 4731.22(B)

(20), Ohio Revised Code, and that his 
continued practice presents a danger of 
immediate and serious harm to the pub-
lic. Order effective 7/31/26,” the report 

stated.
Further into the report, the 

board explained that the suspen-
sion was based on the two allega-
tions made to the BCSO.

“Based on allegations when 
the doctor engaged in sexual 
misconduct with two identified 
patients, those acts and/or omis-
sions, individually and/or collec-

tively constitute: violating or attempt-
ing to violate, directly or indirectly, or 
assisting in or abetting the violation of, 
or conspiring to violate, any statute or 
any rule promulgated by the Board, to 
wit: Prohibitions regarding sexual mis-
conduct; which also constitute a depar-
ture from, or the failure to conform to, 

minimal standards of care of similar 
practitioners under the same or similar 
circumstances, whether or not actual 
injury to a patient is established. Notice 
of Summary Suspension and Opportu-
nity for Hearing effective 7/31/26,” the 
report said.

Brown County Sheriff Christopher 
Hodges has asked that anyone who may 
have information relevant to the inves-
tigation, or who believes “they may 
have been subjected to inappropriate 
conduct by Dr. Ghasemzadeh,” contact 
the BCSO. Detective Jeff Wolf may be 
contacted at the BCSO at 937-378-4435, 
extension 114.

“The Brown County Sheriff’s Office 
recognizes that reporting an incident of 
this nature can be difficult. Anyone who 
contacts investigators will be treated 
with dignity, respect, and sensitivity,” 
Hodges stated.
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MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Doctor arrested in Brown Co. has medical license suspended

Lewis County Schools 
reviewing bids for 
Garrison Elementary 
concrete project
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

GARRISON, Ky. — Garrison Elementary School is 
reviewing bids for a concrete project.

The Lewis County Board of Education (LCBOE) 
noted that bids will be awarded or rejected at its next 
meeting, which will take place on Monday, Aug. 10.

The LCBOE indicated that the bid includes two 
concrete projects. 

The first project, a sidewalk expansion, will add 6 
feet by approximately 120 feet, and four inches thick. 
This portion of the concrete will join another side-
walk.

The LCBOE noted that the concrete should join 
the other sidewalk “with transition in corner 20 feet 
to then tie back in to sidewalk.”

The LCBOE has planned for the second concrete 
project to include a play surface and ball court. This 
space will be 40 feet by 60 feet, and four inches thick.

Orangeburg Volunteer 
Fire Department to host 
Touch-A-Truck Day event
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

ORANGEBURG — On Saturday, Aug. 15, the 
Orangeburg Volunteer Fire Department (VFD) will 
host Touch a Truck Day, a free community event for 
the whole family.

“This free community event is a great opportunity 
for children and adults alike to explore emergency 
vehicles, meet the firefighters who serve our commu-
nity, and enjoy an afternoon of family-friendly fun,” 
the VFD stated via social media.

It further stated that attendees will have the oppor-
tunity to climb inside real fire trucks, meet local vol-
unteer firefighters, take photos with the trucks and 
learn about fire safety. There will also be games and 
activities available for the whole family.

“We look forward to seeing everyone on Aug. 15th 
for an unforgettable day at the Orangeburg Volunteer 
Fire Department!” the VFD concluded.

The event will be held at the Orangeburg VFD at 
8002 Day Pike, Maysville, KY 41056, from noon to 
4 p.m.

Just keep buzzing!
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A bumblebee flies onto a flower on a sunny day.

Traffic impacts upcoming in 
Adams and Brown counties

Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

The Ohio Department of Trans-
portation (ODOT) has released an 
updated list of road work projects 
that are currently either in effect 
or upcoming in Adams and Brown 
counties.

A culvert replacement project 
is planned to begin on Tuesday, 
Aug. 4 on SR 781. The road will be 
closed between Jacksonville Road 


