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The following infor-
mation was entered into
the June 22, 2018, edi-
tion of The Ledger Inde-
pendent:

Student STEM
Camp held at SMS

FLEMINGSBURG —
Children off from school
saw no lull in activities
this week as the Student
STEM Camp kept them
busy, but not too busy to
have fun.

The Student STEM
Camp was held at
Simons Middle School
in Fleming County from
Monday through Thurs-
day. Children, grades
3-8, participated in
activities that involved
science, technology,
engineering and math-
ematics that were both
entertaining and infor-
mative. Mendy High,
Youth Service Center
coordinator for Flem-
ing County Schools,
said students were hav-
ing plenty of fun, while
also building interest in
STEM principles.

“We've just had a
really, really good time
trying to incorporate
learning in the summer
through a lot of science
activities,” she said.

This camp marks the
second annual Student
STEM Camp for the
district. Mendy, along
with other members of
the Family Resource
Youth Service Center,
planned the camp for
students. Activities
ranged from building
rockets launched with
compressed air to work-
ing with state highway
engineers to build model
bridges and testing them
with weight.

“The important thing
that we’re also doing
is trying to teach the
kids the science behind
the experiments,” High
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said. “We learned last
year we just had a lot of
fun, the kids had a great
time, but we wanted to
go this year a little deep-
er into the science.”

About 8590 kids
attended, according to
High. She said the camp
was a great way to get
children out and moti-
vated mentally as well as
physically during sum-
mer break.

“This gives them a
supervised area where
they’re learning some-
thing fun, they’re with a
caring adult,” High said.
“We’re trying to create
opportunities for them
in the summer, so that
kids can have a really
good time and continue
to support our schools
by continuing their edu-
cational experience.”

Jordyn Simmons,
starting the fifth grade
in the fall, said she
really enjoyed the camp
and the most interest-
ing thing she learned
was about chemical and
physical reactions.

“We did a lot of fun
stuff,” Simmons said.
“The first day we did tie
dye shirts, I think that
was the most fun part,
and we did straw rock-
ets and we’re going to
do stomp rockets today.”

Science is one of the
most important sub-
jects to teach children
in schools, according
to Paul King, science
teacher at Simons Mid-
dle School. King is glad
to see an opportunity to
educate students with
the essential principles
of scientific reasoning.

“All of your criti-
cal thinking is done in
your science classes,”
King said. “One of
those things that kind
of goes on the wayside
is everybody is putting
efforts on math, every-
body’s putting effort on
English, and science
is probably one of the
more important critical
thinking steps that you
can get at an early age.”

The camp concluded
Thursday, with stu-

dents spending the day
at Double S Entertain-
ment’s bowling alley.
While bowling, the chil-
dren were shown the
hidden mechanics in
motion that resets pins
and retrieves bowling
balls. A hands-on expe-
rience for a hands-on
camp.

“Having this allows
them to come in here
and get hands-on stuff,
play with rockets, actu-
ally build things and get
a better understanding
of how things work,”
King said.

JENNIFER DONAHUE, Publisher
jdonahue@cmpapers.com, ext. 1240
LESLIE BAKER, Sales Manager
Ibaker@cmpapers.com, ext. 1119
PEYTON DUNAWAY, Editor
pdunaway@cmpapers.com, ext. 1270
DANIEL MILLER, Sports Editor
dmiller@cmpapers.com, ext. 1273
CHAD SHELTON, Production/IT
Manager

cshelton@cmpapers.com, ext. 1224
MELODY EVANS, Graphics/
Pagination Manager, melodyevans@
championcarolinas.com

News

Story ideas, news tips, etc., should be
called in to the newsroom between 10
a.m.and 5 p.m. Call 564-9091.

Delivery Problems
Circulation Customer Service:
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Comments, Letters

The Ledger Independent welcomes and
encourages comments from its readers
on a wide variety of local, regional

state, national and international issues.
Letters to the editor should be typed,
double-spaced and mailed to the Editor,
The Ledger Independent, 120 Limestone
St., Maysville, KY 41056. We welcome

Please speak slowly and clearly when
leaving a comment.

The newspaper reserves the right to edit
all letters and comments for libelous,

Corrections

all significant errors brought to the
editor’s attention. If you have a question
or correction on news coverage, contact
Peyton Dunaway, editor.

comments 24/7 at 606-564-9091 x 1251.

obscene or other inappropriate material.

The Ledger Independent seeks to correct

THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT

Subscriptions

Periodical postage paid at Maysville, KY.
| understand that delivery and billing
will continue beyond the initial order
period unless | contact the newspaper
at 564-9091. Rates may change after
introductory offer period. Subscription
rates are subject to change.

Postmaster/Subscribers

Please send notice of address change
or correction by enclosing mailing
address label, plus new address, two to
four weeks in advance to: The Ledger
Independent, 120 Limestone St.,
Maysville, KY 41056.

Back Copies
Back issues of The Ledger Independent

are for sale at our office at 120 Limestone

St.in Maysville, The Ledger Independent

keeps a file of back issues for at least one
month and can often provide newspapers

up to a year after publication.

Advertising

To purchase display or classified
advertising in the The Ledger
Independent, call one of the numbers
listed above and an advertising

representative will be happy to serve you.

Advertising Deadlines

Placement and cancellation deadlines for

classified in-column line ads for Tuesday-
Thursday are accepted until 2 p.m.

the day before publication. Classified
in-column ads for Saturday are accepted
until 11 a.m. the day before publication.
Ads for Monday are accepted until 2 p.m.
the Friday before publication.

Display advertising is accepted until 2
p.m. daily, 48 hours before publication
date.

Ads that require color, proofs or special
camera work require an additional 24
hours added to the above deadline.

Quinn Simple Scenes: Class reunion

By Rix Quinn

The old guy in the grocery line
looked about two coughing spells
away from the Promised Land.
Gnarled and unshaven, he mum-
bled to himself while the clerk
totaled his bill.

He noticed me as he reached into
his pocket for change, and acciden-
tally pulled out a set of teeth.

“Hey,” he smiled, “remember
me? I'm George, from biology
class!”

Suddenly, I did remember. Back
in tenth grade, we dissected the
same frog. Disgusting!

George never comes to our high
school reunions. That’s too bad,

because he could make the rest of
us feel lots younger.

My friend Ray was mascot at his
school, and he wears a silly hornet
outfit to every class gathering. On
his drive there last year, he got
pulled over...and it’s hard to walk
a straight line if you can’t control
your stinger.

He got to the party late, then
made the entrance only a middle-
aged pot-bellied hornet can. Across
the room, he noticed Mollie.

She was a former cheerleader,
and she remembered Ray immedi-
ately. And she looked great to Ray,
whose glasses fit sort of funny on a
hornet mask.

Funny how fast time flies. Just

when we understand school, we
graduate. When we finally learn
to comb our hair right, it falls out.
And when we get our act together,
there’s no old friends around to
watch the performance.

But reunions reconnect us with
our roots..and roots remind us
of our natural hair color. Ray and
I both recommend them...if you
don’t dress like an insect.

Ever wanted to write your life
story to share with family mem-
bers? Here’s the link to a series
of simple steps you can follow to
finish this project. And this Simple
Scenes presentation is inexpen-
sive, too: https://payhip.com/b/
b7mDQ

Kentuckians hope to see these three
downtowns return to vibrant life

Tom Latek
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. (KT) — As chain stores, bypass-
es, and sprawling retail corridors continue to reshape
America, many once-beloved downtowns have quietly
faded into the background, even though locals still feel

deeply attached to them.

Across the country, these historic Main Streets
and old commercial districts often carry the bones of
something special and increasingly hard to find: brick
storefronts, railroad-era buildings, faded signs, old
theaters, civic squares, waterfront blocks, and walk-
able character that newer developments struggle to
recreate. Some have seen flashes of newfound invest-
ment, while others remain full of untapped potential,
waiting for the right mix of restoration, small business
energy, and local pride to bring them back to life.

To identify the historic Main Streets and downtown
districts Kentuckians most want to see revived, Mar-
ketBeat, a financial media company, surveyed 3,012
respondents about the places they believe still deserve
a comeback. The result is a ranking of corridors that
continue to inspire nostalgia, civic pride and hope for

a more vibrant future.
Kentuckians’ top 3 picks:

#1. Broadway, Paducah. Broadway still carries the
feel of a classic Kentucky river-city corridor, lined
with older commercial buildings and reminders of

Paducah’s transportation and trade history. The city
developed into an important inland port due to its
location near the meeting of the Tennessee and Ohio

merce.

rivers. While parts of downtown remain active, many
residents still believe the historic core could support
a much fuller return of everyday street life and com-

#2. Winchester Avenue, Ashland. Winchester Ave-
nue still reflects the scale and confidence of a down-
town shaped by river commerce, railroads, and heavy
industry along the Ohio River. Ashland became close-
ly associated with steel production during the 20th
century, helping drive much of the city’s economic
growth and downtown development. Even now, many
locals feel the corridor deserves a broader revival that
matches its historic importance and architectural
presence, and new streetscape investments are begin-
ning to add the kind of energy that makes that future
feel closer than ever.

#3. Cumberland Avenue, Middlesboro. Surrounded
by the Appalachian mountains, downtown Middles-
boro still has the distinctive layout and historic char-
acter of a town built during Kentucky’s late-1800s coal

expansion. Middlesboro is famously located inside the
meteor crater basin known as the Middlesboro Crater,

giving the city an unusually dramatic setting. Today,
the downtown still feels like a place with strong iden-
tity and plenty of untapped revival potential.

Setting the tempo for
Kentucky's future teachers

Submitted by Eastern Kentucky University

RICHMOND, Ky. (June 18,
2026) — Kentucky continues to
face a teacher shortage, creat-
ing challenges for school districts
across the state. The 2025 Ken-
tucky Educator Shortage Survey
noted more than 2,400 total vacan-
cies across school districts in the
Commonwealth, including 671
certified teacher vacancies. Also
in the survey, 72% of districts
reported an observed decrease of
the number of qualified candidates
applying for positions over the
past two years.

As the need for qualified edu-
cators rises, Eastern Kentucky
University (EKU) is helping close
the gap by preparing the next gen-
eration of teachers, including those
in music education. As EKU cel-
ebrates 120 Years of Excellence in
Education in 2026, the university
continues its longstanding legacy
of preparing educators who serve
communities across Kentucky and
beyond.

“At EKU, we are committed to
preparing future teachers to enter
the state’s workforce and meet the
needs of our communities,” said
EKU President David McFaddin.
“EKU has long held a reputation
for excellence in teacher educa-
tion, and this expands to our sub-
ject-specific teaching degrees, like
music education. Our School of
Music is highly renowned, repre-
senting EKU on a national stage.”

The path to EKU for Harper
Grizzle, music education major
from Ashland, Kentucky, began
years before she enrolled.

“I attended Foster Music Camp
and met Dr. Waters, Dr. Campbell
and Dr. Wolf,” Grizzle said. EKU’s

Foster Music Camp is the second
oldest music camp in the country,
welcoming middle and high school
students to practice their music
skills each summer. “They made
me feel so at home and capable of
being a music education major. It
was an easy choice for me,” Grizzle
continued.

EKU’s School of Music offers
a Bachelor of Music degree with
concentrations available in music
composition, music performance,
music industry and music educa-
tion. The music education option
leads to initial licensure as a cer-
tified educator in the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, and students
prepare to teach music in all
genres, at all levels.

Across all music degree options
at EKU, students gain performance
and professional experiences that
shape their future careers. Music
performance major Eva Cook was
the first EKU student chosen to
attend an American String Teach-
ers Association (ASTA) Conven-
tion as a collegiate masterclass
performer and was also the con-
certmaster of International 2025
Brevard Institute, an internation-
ally recognized summer institute.
Cook, along with other EKU music
students, performed as the colle-
giate string quartet at ASTA 2024.
Other music students have been
selected to perform at the Michi-
gan State University Conducting
Symposium and the University of
Illinois Conducting Symposium
and have gained hands-on expo-
sure at venues such as the Cincin-
nati Shakespeare Company. Grizzle
was among 41 students from EKU
Choirs to perform at New York’s
Carnegie Hall in March.

Additionally, faculty members
collaborate with graduate and
undergraduate students to pres-
ent mobile percussion clinics at
regional schools, extending EKU’s
impact in music education beyond
campus.

The local, national and interna-
tional recognition of opportunities
provided through EKU’s School of
Music helps students stand out as
they enter the workforce.

After graduation, Grizzle wants
to make a lasting difference in the
classroom with the experiences
she has gained at EKU.

“I hope to be teaching high
school choir and helping students
develop both their musical skills
and their confidence,” Grizzle
said. “I also plan to continue my
education by pursuing a master’s
degree in music education so I
can keep growing as a teacher and
musician.”

For Grizzle, music education is
about more than performance.

“To me, success as a musician
means continuing to grow while
also making a positive impact on
others through music,” she said.
“It's not just about performing
well, but also about inspiring stu-
dents and audiences to appreciate
music in meaningful ways.”

As Kentucky works to address
its teacher shortage, students
like Harper Grizzle represent the
future of education in the Com-
monwealth. EKU’s School of Music
plays an important role in that
effort. Through hands-on train-
ing, performance opportunities
and mentorship from experienced
faculty, students are equipped with
the skills and confidence necessary
to step into Kentucky classrooms.
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