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EDITORS’ NOTE: 
This is Part Two of a 
two-part series cover-
ing the May 22 Mason 
County Fiscal Court 
meeting and the second 
reading of Ordinance 
26-03, a zoning map 
amendment. Part One 
included an overview 
of the second reading 
and vote, with Part 
Two focusing on the 
individuals who spoke 
at the meeting. 

The Mason County 
Fiscal Court has passed 
an ordinance rezoning 
approximately 2,080 
acres of agricultural land 

to I-3 industrial for a pro-
posed hyperscale data 
center project. Three 
lawyers, an engineer, resi-
dents and others spoke at 
a special meeting held by 
the Mason County Fiscal 
Court on Friday, May 22.

First, Tanner Nich-
ols with FBT Gibbons 
discussed what he had 
presented at a Maysville-
Mason County Joint 
Planning (JPC) public 
hearing in March.

“The real question is, 
why do we think this can 
be good for Mason Coun-
ty?” asked Nichols. “And 
it’s really an economic 
argument, economic 
development of what it 
can be done.”

His presentation 
emphasized that, if 
approved, this would be 
one of the largest eco-
nomic projects in the his-
tory of Kentucky. Nichols 
expressed that some of 
the things brought to the 
county would include 
electrical infrastructure 
improvements, water 
and wastewater improve-
ments, road improve-
ments, funding for the 
city police and public 
projects that would ben-
efit taxpayers.

“That is what I want 
to emphasize, is the 
economic development 
here,” he said. “And that 
we had two nights of 
public input from eight 

hours of testimony, and 
the Joint Planning Com-
mission said, four-to-one, 
‘We think this is a good 
idea and is in agreement 
with the comprehensive 
plan.’”

Nick Comer, External 
Affairs Manager at East 
Kentucky Power Coop-
erative (EKPC), stated 
that, from EKPC’s per-
spective, the benefits 
of the project extend 
beyond the borders of 
Mason County.

“In fact, it affects 1.2 
million people in 89 coun-
ties, and basically, that is 
the people that are served 
by the 16 owner-member 
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On Wednesday, May 
27, representatives from 
the Kentucky Association 
of Manufacturers (KAM) 
met with the Maysville 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce to discuss the 2026 
Wage and Workforce 

Study.
KAM Director of 

Workforce Development 
Zach Morgan stated that 
KAM is an organization 
dedicated to advocating 
on behalf of manufactur-
ers through legislation, 
networking, visibility 
and education, which is 
conducted through news 

briefings, member news-
letters and its annual 
Wage & Workforce Study, 
which he called “our jewel 
of the crown.”

According to KAM’s 
website, the study is “a 
comprehensive report on 
the state of manufactur-
ing employment in Ken-
tucky that allows manu-

facturers to make stra-
tegic decisions to better 
run their businesses and 
help educational institu-
tions prepare our future 
workforce for a career in 
manufacturing.”

It adds, “All manufac-
turers in Kentucky are 
eligible and invited to 
participate.”

The 2026 study is open 
from May 4 to June 15, 
with results to be released 
this fall.

Morgan stated that in 
2025, the study recorded 
results from 121 Ken-
tucky companies across 
110 manufacturing jobs. 
The survey’s questions 
concerned benefits, 

recruitment, employ-
ment, retention efforts 
and both starting and 
five-year wages for pro-
duction occupations. 

After reviewing last 
year’s data, Mason 
County Judge Executive 
Owen McNeill asked 
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Kentucky Highway 11 
was shut down for sev-
eral hours yesterday eve-
ning following a colli-
sion, per the Lewisburg 
Fire Department (LFD).

According to Mason 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Colton Linville, a 2003 
Mini Cooper operated 
by Pedro Cox, 19, of 
Paintsville, Ky. was trav-
eling northbound on 
KY 11 when it struck a 
2023 Kia sedan travel-
ing southbound.

Following the acci-
dent, at 8:37 p.m., the 
LFD announced that 
Kentucky Highway 11 
would be closed while 
emergency personnel 
assisted at the scene and 
conducted an investi-
gation. Travelers were 
advised to use alternate 
routes.

The driver of the 
Kia, 72-year-old Daniel 
Rolph of Flemingsburg, 
Ky., was transported to 
Meadowview Regional 
Medical Center before 
being flown to the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati 
Hospital. Cox was trans-
ported to Meadowview 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter before being flown 
to the University of Ken-
tucky Hospital.

Linville noted that the 
Kentucky State Police 
(KSP) was called in 
to conduct a collision 
reconstruction. The 
investigation remains 
open.

He further expressed 
that the KSP and Mason 
County Sheriff’s Office 
received assistance from 
the LFD, Maysville/
Mason County Emer-
gency Management and 
the Maysville Police 
Department.
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The owners of the 
Maysville business J & 
S Monuments have been 
arrested after multiple 
individuals filed reports 
stating that they have not 
yet received their loved 
ones’ monuments.

Johnathan Tranbarger, 
41, and Christopher 
Smoot, 33, are each fac-
ing two counts of alleged 
theft by failure to make 
required disposition of 
property between $1,000 

and $10,000. The men 
were arrested by Flem-
ing County Sheriff Tim 
Smith and are lodged at 
the Mason County Deten-
tion Center on $10,000 

bonds.
According to Maysville 

Police Chief Patrick 
Boggs, over 35 reports 
relating to the business 
have been filed in the last 
three days.

“It’s sad. It’s very sad,” 
Boggs stated in an inter-
view.

He added that the 
Maysville Police Depart-
ment (MPD) is current-
ly filing reports for all 
individuals with claims 
against Tranbarger and 
Smoot.

“Each person that made 

a payment to them is a 
victim, so we sign a com-
plaint on all of them that 
we can prove that they 
signed a receipt receiving 
money — cash or check 
— and then we present 
it to the county attorney 
and we sign a complaint,” 
explained Boggs. “If 
they exchanged money 
here in Maysville, we’ll 
do the investigation, but 
some people, we’re find-
ing, exchanged money in 
Flemingsburg, so we’re 
sending those people to 
Fleming County Sheriff’s 

Office.”
He added that the MPD 

is asking any individuals 
planning to file to bring 
proof of purchase.

“If they can have any 
and all paperwork, includ-
ing checks that have been 
cashed and any signed 
contracts and receipts, it 
just really expedites it,” 
Boggs expressed.

He noted that some 
of the reports denote 
incidents dating back to 
2024.

Boggs then explained 
that individuals who 

would like to file a report 
may do so at any time.

“We’re getting people 
in and out of here within 
a 10-minute time frame,” 
he stated. “They can 
come any time. Any offi-
cer, any shift, if they want 
to wait ‘til they get off 
work, bring it down after 
work. We’ll accommodate 
all hours.”

If an individual filing a 
report does not live in the 
area, they may contact 
the MPD to determine 
whether they can email 
documents to the station.

SPORTS � 1B-3B
OPINION� 5A
COMICS� 4B

PUZZLES � 5B
CLASSIFIEDS� 6B

$1.50 • VOLUME 58, ISSUE 105 • A CHAMPION MEDIA LLC NEWSPAPER • COPYRIGHT 2026� FOLLOW US ONLINE:   FACEBOOK.COM/LEDGERINDEPENDENT   TWITTER.COM/LEDGERNEWSROOM   INSTAGRAM.COM/INDEPENDENT_INSIDERS

■■ Stay connected to local, regional and 
world events online.

Ponto the office dog says:  
Next time you think of 
beautiful thing, don’t forget 
to count yourself in.

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

  CLOUDY  79 • 54  FORECAST   |                                                                   |   maysville-online.com

AT MAYSVILLE-ONLINE.COM

Friday, May 29, 2026

To access our online products, subscribers must activate their digital account, call (606) 564-9091.
Find breaking news updates on our website, as well as a daily replica of our paper in our eEdition for both printed and digital days.

TO START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION  Visit us at maysville-online.com/subscribe
or call (606) 564-9091 x1243

Robert Roe
Coasting through amusement 
park season   PAGE B7

Big, white, fluffiest
PAGE B8

Friday Photos

THE

INDEPENDENT
LEDGER

WEATHER A2
REGION/BUSINESS  A3
OBITUARIES A4

SPORTS B5�B7
OPINION  B3
CLASSIFIEDS B10

 � Lifestyle features remain at your 
� ngertips online.

Ponto the offi  ce dog says: 
Worry often gives a small thing a 
big shadow.

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL AT MAYSVILLE�ONL INE.COM

$1.25  VOLUME 52, ISSUE  024  A CHAMPION MEDIA LLC NEWSPAPER  COPYRIGHT 2020 FOLLOW US ONLINE:  FACEBOOK.COM/LEDGERINDEPENDENT  TWITTER.COM/LEDGERNEWSROOM  INSTAGRAM.COM/INDEPENDENT_INSIDERS

CraftForce�s Justin Denham
Young Professionals Spotlight series
LIFESTYLE, PAGE B1

Big savings inside
Coupons worth $183 (in most areas)
SEE INSERTS

 MOSTLY CLOUDY, A SHOWER 43 36 FORECAST, A2  |                                                                 |  maysville�online.comSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020

!"#$ %&'()*
+),-!#.%!($(#/(-$%0%%12#(

&344%565786979:85 Visit us on 
facebook

"$;<%
'(#(=

"$;<%
'(#(=

183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
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Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 
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MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
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President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Hank Graddy, attorney with W. H. Graddy and Associates, speaks to the Mason County Fiscal Court on Friday, May 22.


