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The owners of the
Maysville business J &
S Monuments have been
arrested after multiple
individuals filed reports
stating that they have not
yet received their loved
ones’ monuments.

Johnathan Tranbarger,
41, and Christopher
Smoot, 33, are each fac-
ing two counts of alleged
theft by failure to make
required disposition of
property between $1,000

Johnathan
Tranbarger

Christopher
Smoot

Courtesy of the Mason County
Detention Center

and $10,000. The men
were arrested by Flem-
ing County Sheriff Tim
Smith and are lodged at
the Mason County Deten-
tion Center on $10,000
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bonds.
According to Maysville
Police  Chief Patrick

Boggs, over 35 reports
relating to the business
have been filed in the last
three days.

“It’s sad. It’s very sad,”
Boggs stated in an inter-
view.

He added that the
Maysville Police Depart-
ment (MPD) is current-
ly filing reports for all
individuals with claims
against Tranbarger and
Smoot.

“Each person that made

or call (606) 564-9091 x1243

ocal Iulsmess owners arrested for theft

a payment to them is a
victim, so we sign a com-
plaint on all of them that
we can prove that they
signed a receipt receiving
money — cash or check
— and then we present
it to the county attorney
and we sign a complaint,”
explained Boggs. “If
they exchanged money
here in Maysville, we’ll
do the investigation, but
some people, were find-
ing, exchanged money in
Flemingsburg, so we’re
sending those people to
Fleming County Sheriff’s

Office.”

He added that the MPD
is asking any individuals
planning to file to bring
proof of purchase.

“If they can have any
and all paperwork, includ-
ing checks that have been
cashed and any signed
contracts and receipts, it
just really expedites it,”
Boggs expressed.

He noted that some
of the reports denote
incidents dating back to
2024.

Boggs then explained
that individuals who

would like to file a report
may do so at any time.

“Were getting people
in and out of here within
a 10-minute time frame,”
he stated. “They can
come any time. Any offi-
cer, any shift, if they want
to wait ‘til they get off
work, bring it down after
work. We'll accommodate
all hours.”

If an individual filing a
report does not live in the
area, they may contact
the MPD to determine
whether they can email
documents to the station.

Vehicle collision in

Lewisburg

under

investigation by KSP
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Kentucky Highway 11
was shut down for sev-
eral hours yesterday eve-
ning following a colli-
sion, per the Lewisburg
Fire Department (LFD).

According to Mason
County Sheriff’s Deputy
Colton Linville, a 2003
Mini Cooper operated
by Pedro Cox, 19, of
Paintsville, Ky. was trav-
eling northbound on
KY 11 when it struck a
2023 Kia sedan travel-
ing southbound.

Following the acci-
dent, at 8:37 p.m., the
LFD announced that
Kentucky Highway 11
would be closed while
emergency  personnel
assisted at the scene and
conducted an investi-
gation. Travelers were
advised to use alternate
routes.

The driver of the
Kia, 72-year-old Daniel
Rolph of Flemingsburg,
Ky., was transported to
Meadowview Regional
Medical Center before
being flown to the Uni-

versity of Cincinnati

Hospital. Cox was trans-
ported to Meadowview
Regional Medical Cen-
ter before being flown
to the University of Ken-
tucky Hospital.

Linville noted that the
Kentucky State Police
(KSP) was called in
to conduct a collision
reconstruction. The
investigation  remains
open.

He further expressed
that the KSP and Mason
County Sheriff’s Office
received assistance from
the LFD, Maysville/
Mason County Emer-

gency Management and
the

Maysville Police

Department.
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Hank Graddy, attorney with W. H. Graddy and Associates, speaks to the Mason County Fiscal Court on Friday, May 22.

Attorneys and residents speak on proposed
data center project at fiscal court meeting

Lauren Tatman
[tatman@cmpapers.com

EDITORS’ NOTE:
This is Part Two of a
two-part series cover-
ing the May 22 Mason
County Fiscal Court
meeting and the second
reading of Ordinance
26-03, a zoning map
amendment. Part One
included an overview
of the second reading
and vote, with Part
Two focusing on the
individuals who spoke
at the meeting.

The Mason County
Fiscal Court has passed
an ordinance rezoning
approximately 2,080
acres of agricultural land

to I-3 industrial for a pro-
posed hyperscale data
center project. Three
lawyers, an engineer, resi-
dents and others spoke at
a special meeting held by
the Mason County Fiscal
Court on Friday, May 22.

First, Tanner Nich-
ols with FBT Gibbons
discussed what he had
presented at a Maysville-
Mason County Joint
Planning (JPC) public
hearing in March.

“The real question is,
why do we think this can
be good for Mason Coun-
ty?” asked Nichols. “And
it’s really an economic
argument, economic
development of what it
can be done.”

His presentation
emphasized  that, if
approved, this would be
one of the largest eco-
nomic projects in the his-
tory of Kentucky. Nichols
expressed that some of
the things brought to the
county would include
electrical infrastructure
improvements, water
and wastewater improve-
ments, road improve-
ments, funding for the
city police and public
projects that would ben-
efit taxpayers.

“That is what I want
to emphasize, is the
economic  development
here,” he said. “And that
we had two nights of
public input from eight

hours of testimony, and
the Joint Planning Com-
mission said, four-to-one,
‘We think this is a good
idea and is in agreement
with the comprehensive
plan.”

Nick Comer, External
Affairs Manager at East
Kentucky Power Coop-
erative (EKPC), stated
that, from EKPC’s per-
spective, the benefits
of the project extend
beyond the borders of
Mason County.

“In fact, it affects 1.2
million people in 89 coun-
ties, and basically, that is
the people that are served
by the 16 owner-member
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Kentucky Association of Manufacturers presents survey at Chamber meeting

Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

On Wednesday, May
27, representatives from
the Kentucky Association
of Manufacturers (KAM)
met with the Maysville
Area Chamber of Com-
merce to discuss the 2026
Wage and Workforce

2026
SILVERADO 15005.3LV8

0%
°APR

For well-qualified buyers when

s , ooo TOTALCASH
ALLOWANCE

en you trade-in an eligible vehicle?

u finance with GM Financial I

Study.

KAM  Director of
Workforce Development
Zach Morgan stated that
KAM is an organization
dedicated to advocating
on behalf of manufactur-
ers through legislation,
networking, visibility
and education, which is
conducted through news
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briefings, member news-
letters and its annual
Wage & Workforce Study,
which he called “our jewel
of the crown.”

According to KAM’s
website, the study is “a
comprehensive report on
the state of manufactur-
ing employment in Ken-
tucky that allows manu-

facturers to make stra-
tegic decisions to better
run their businesses and
help educational institu-
tions prepare our future
workforce for a career in
manufacturing.”

It adds, “All manufac-
turers in Kentucky are
eligible and invited to
participate.”

The 2026 study is open
from May 4 to June 15,
with results to be released
this fall.

Morgan stated that in
2025, the study recorded
results from 121 Ken-
tucky companies across
110 manufacturing jobs.
The survey’s questions
concerned benefits,

recruitment, employ-
ment, retention efforts
and both starting and
five-year wages for pro-
duction occupations.
After reviewing last

year’s data, Mason
County Judge Executive
Owen McNeill asked
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