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183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
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Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Adams Co. man arrested in 
human trafficking operation
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

An Adams County 
man was one of 122 indi-
viduals recently arrested 
in a human trafficking 
operation.

According to the 
Ohio Attorney General’s 
Office, 122 individuals 
were arrested as a result 
of a statewide human 
trafficking operation con-
ducted by several agen-
cies throughout Ohio 
this month.

“This operation brings 
us to 1,065 arrests since 
our statewide stings 
began in 2019,” Attor-
ney General Dave Yost 
stated. “It shows the 
problem isn’t going away, 
but perpetrators are get-
ting increasingly skittish 
as our message reverber-
ates – Don’t buy sex in 
Ohio.”

Doug Curl, 58, of Pee-
bles, Ohio, was one of 
122 individuals arrested 

during Operation Spring 
Cleaning, which took 
place from May 13-20. 
According to the Ohio 
Attorney General’s 
Office, Curl has been 
charged with engaging in 
prostitution or solicita-
tion.

Additionally, the Ohio 
Attorney General’s 
Office stated, “38 people 
were arrested on felony 
charges, including pro-
moting prostitution, 
compelling prostitution, 
attempted unlawful sexu-
al conduct with a minor, 
trafficking in persons, 
and drug possession and/
or trafficking. 84 ‘johns’ 

seeking to buy sex were 
arrested and charged 
with engaging in prosti-
tution or solicitation. 42 
human trafficking survi-
vors were referred by law 
enforcement to health-
care and social-services 
organizations. 15 search 
warrants were executed 
in connection with sus-
pected human traffick-
ing at massage parlors 
in Akron, Columbus, 
Dublin, Grafton, Powell, 
Toledo and Willoughby. 
More than $120,000 
was seized, along with 
evidence for long-term 
investigations.”

Maysville City Commissioner Boone 
proposes expanding historic districts
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

On Thursday, May 
14, Maysville City Com-
missioner Robert Boone 
proposed expanding the 
city’s two historic dis-
tricts to the City Com-
mission at its regular 
monthly meeting.

According to the 
National Register of His-
toric Places, Maysville’s 
downtown historic dis-
trict, which was previ-
ously expanded in 2017, 
currently includes West 
Second Street, Sutton 
Street, Market Street, 
Limestone Street, West 
Fourth Street and East 
Fourth Street. Maysville’s 

second historic district 
includes the village of Old 
Washington.

Boone suggested that 
the extension could 
include Fourth and Fifth 
Streets, Forest Avenue, 
East Second to East Third 
Streets and West Second 
to West Third Streets 
in downtown Maysville, 
and Green Street in Old 
Washington.

However, Boone stat-
ed, “From my perspec-
tive, the decision to be 
included in the historic 
district is certainly up to 
the majority of the people 
who live in that outlay.”

He expressed that ben-
efits to living in a historic 
district include tax cred-

its, grant opportunities 
and more “stringent” 
zoning regulations for 
land use.

“But, you know, it 
starts with public com-
ment and very adequate 
public comment,” Boone 
concluded.

Maysville City Man-
ager Matt Wallingford 
referenced a previous cir-
cumstance in which the 
City invited residents to 
a public forum to discuss 
the widening of the AA 
Highway.

“That’s where I would 
recommend you start, 
is, pick an area that you 
want to go with and get 
the feedback from the 
folks who live there,” 

Wallingford stated.
Zoning Administrator 

George Larger noted that 
on Aug. 6, three train-
ers from the National 
Alliance of Preservation 
Commissions will host 
sessions on topics includ-
ing preservation incen-
tives and benefits and 
community engagement. 
The public will be invited 
to attend these sessions.

“We also need to 
include an education 
component of what the 
impact of that would be, 
both positive or negative, 
or just from the differ-
ent perspectives, so that 
if people are giving pub-
lic comment, they have 
correct information on 

which to base their opin-
ion,” expressed Mayor 
Debra Cotterill. “And so, 
I would like to see some 
educational component 
that is offered to make 
sure people understand 
what they’re getting 
into.”

Larger then explained 
that the formal process for 
“creating or amending an 
existing historic district 
is a public hearing held 
by the Board of Archi-
tectural Review, they for-
ward what they got to the 
Planning Commission, 
the Planning Commis-
sion holds a public hear-
ing and then the Planning 
Commission forwards its 
recommendation to you 

all,” referring to the City 
Commission.

He further stated that 
an application to the 
Board of Architectural 
Review must be formal, 
requiring the City to have 
its “property selected” 
and its “reasoning behind 
it” when it applies.

Larger also added that 
residents living within 
a historic district must 
follow certain regula-
tions under the Board of 
Architectural Review, but 
that the board will work 
on updating its outdated 
design review guidelines 
at the training sessions 
later this summer.

Heavy rains

Jennifer Donahue/The Ledger Independent
North Fork rushing and exceeding the banks in Lewisburg.

Keiths acquire historic French Quarter Inn in Maysville
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

The French Quarter 
Inn, a hotel located in 
downtown Maysville, has 
been acquired by James 
and Amanda Keith, along 
with their development 
partners.

The Keiths have 
acquired the French 
Quarter Inn from its 
original owners, Gary 
and Bunni Phillips, and 
will take over the opera-
tion of the facility in July. 

The Ledger Indepen-
dent recently spoke with 
James and Amanda Keith 
in an interview to discuss 
their acquisition.

“The acquisition was 
realized with the con-
tinued support of Judge 
Owen McNeill and Tyler 
McHugh over six years. 
The French Quarter Inn 
was first built in 1997, 
and has long been a fix-
ture in Maysville’s down-
town, drawing thousands 
of visitors a year,” the 
Keiths stated in a press 

release.
For the Keiths, 

Maysville brings to mind 
family connections. 
James Keith’s father, John 
D. Keith Jr., was born 
there in 1936, and as he 
grew up, he heard his 
mother and father talk 
about Maysville. Keith& 
Keith Motor Company, a 
business located on Sec-
ond Street, was founded 
by James Keith’s grandfa-
ther and great uncle, John 
D. Keith and Thomas A. 
Keith, Jr.

“I have pictures of their 
home and family Christ-
mases at 7 West Third 
Street,” James Keith 
stated. “I grew up with 
pictures of Maysville and 
my dad always singing 
‘Maysville, hometown of 
my heart.’”

In 2006, James and 
Amanda Keith saw a 
sign for Maysville dur-
ing a road trip and 
decided to pay a visit to 
James’ father’s home. Photo by Perry Vaile

James and Amanda Keith during 
the midst of the restoration of 
the NuWray Hotel.

Photo provided by James Keith
The Keith family at 7 West 3rd 
Street in approximately 1939-
1940.


