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Ponto the office dog says:  
Nothing is really lost until your 
mom can’t find it.
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Ponto the offi  ce dog says: 
Worry often gives a small thing a 
big shadow.
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CraftForce�s Justin Denham
Young Professionals Spotlight series
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183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Ohio primary election results 2026
Adams County election results
Staff Report

The Ohio Primary/
Special Election was held 
on Tuesday, May 5. Out 
of 17,042 registered vot-
ers in Adams County, 
Ohio, 4,055 votes were 
cast, resulting in a voter 
turnout of 23.79 percent.

Below are the results of 
the Adams County Elec-
tion Summary Report:

GOVERNOR
Republican
Vivek Ramaswamy 

and Robert A. McColley: 
1,907

Casey Putsch and Kim-
berly C. Georgeton: 815

Democrat
Amy Acton and David 

Pepper: 689
Libertarian
Don Kissick and James 

L. Mills: 15
-
ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL
Republican
Keith Faber: 2,258
Democrat
John J. Kulewicz: 328
Elliot Forhan: 283
-
AUDITOR OF 

STATE
Republican
Frank LaRose: 2,455
Democrat
Annette Blackwell: 627
Libertarian
Aidan Michael Jeffery 

(write-in): 2
-
SECRETARY OF 

STATE
Republican
Robert Sprague: 1,960
Marcell Strbich: 617
Democrat
Allison Russo: 367
Bryan Hambley: 292
Libertarian
Tom Pruss: 17
-
TREASURER OF 

STATE
Republican
Jay Edwards: 1,613
Kristina D. Roegner: 

1,004
Democrat
Seth Walsh: 609
-
JUSTICE SUPREME 

COURT, 1-1-2027
Republican

Daniel R. Hawkins: 
2,390

Democrat
Marilyn Zayas: 621
-
JUSTICE SUPREME 

COURT, 1-2-2027
Republican
Colleen O’Donnell: 

790
Ronald Lewis: 686
Andrew King: 597
Jill Lanzinger: 383
Democrat
Jennifer Brunner: 637
-
U.S. SENATE
Republican
Jon Husted: 2,517
Democrat
Sherrod Brown: 618
Ron Kincaid: 100
Libertarian
William B. Redpath: 8
-
2ND CONGRESSIO-

NAL DISTRICT
Republican
David J. Taylor: 2,406
Bob Carr: 472
Democrat
Todd Wilson: 360
Jen Mazzuckelli: 291
-
STATE REPRESEN-

TATIVE, 90TH DIS-
TRICT

Republican
Justin Pizzulli: 2,545
Democrat
Collin Docterman: 621
-
STATE CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE, MAN, 
14TH DISTRICT

Republican
Joe Uecker: 1,054
Chris Hicks: 655
Josh Barnes: 476
Greg Lang: 467
Democrat
Brendan Frasier: 395
Johnny A. Bohrer: 221
-
STATE CEN-

TRAL COMMITTEE, 
WOMAN, 14TH DIS-
TRICT

Republican
Gloria Kirker: 2,294
Democrat
Kelley Welch: 317
Alicia Gee: 300
-
JUDGE OF THE 4TH 

DISTRICT COURT OF 
APPEALS

Republican
Peter B. Abele: 2,215
-
JUDGE OF THE 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS

Republican
Barbara Moore Holt: 

1,882
-
COMMISSIONER, 

JAN 1
Republican
Kelly Jones: 1,889
Alex Schaffer: 1,115
-
COUNTY AUDITOR
Republican
David Gifford: 2,446
-
ADAMS COUNTY 

EMS
For the Tax Levy: 

1,747
Against the Tax Levy: 

2,264
-
GREEN TOWNSHIP 

FIRE
For the Tax Levy: 54
Against the Tax Levy: 

34
-
MEIGS TOWNSHIP 

ALLIED RESORTS, 
LLC. DBA MINER-
AL SPRINGS LAKE 
RESORT

Yes: 129
No: 216
-
MEIGS TOWNSHIP 

ALLIED RESORTS, 
LLC. DBA MINER-
AL SPRINGS LAKE 
RESORT (SUNDAY 
SALES)

Yes: 112
No: 233

Straub Elementary students abuzz with pollination information
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

In their mission to 
“Cultivate Agricultural 
Literacy,” the “Growing 
Minds” at Straub Elemen-
tary recently learned a 
sweet lesson about bees 
and their impact on agri-
culture as pollinators.

4-H/Horticulture Pro-
gram Assistant Kim-
berly Bailey stated that, 
through the Growing 
Minds: Cultivating Agri-
cultural Literacy Pro-
gram’s hands-on lessons, 
students learned about 

how honey is made.
“During the lesson, stu-

dents sampled wildflower 
honey and clover honey, 
comparing differences 
in taste, color, and tex-
ture,” Bailey expressed. 
“This activity helped 
demonstrate how bees 
collect nectar from differ-
ent plants and how those 
sources influence the 
honey produced.”

She then explained 
that Brad Kille, a local 
beekeeper from Flem-
ing County, brought in a 
beehive so that the stu-
dents could closely, safely 

observe the insects in a 
controlled environment 
while they learned more 
about bees’ contributions 
to their colonies and agri-
culture.

Another interactive 
activity encouraged stu-
dents to use cheese puffs 
to model how pollen is 
transferred from one 
plant to another. Bailey 
stated that this helped 
teach students about pol-
lination and its impor-
tance in food production.

“Through these hands-
on experiences, students 
gained a better under-

standing of the relation-
ship between pollinators, 
plants, and the food sys-

Students were all abuzz with 
information about bees.

Submitted by Kimberly Bailey
Straub Elementary students receive hands-on lesson on bees and 
pollination.

Brown County election results
Staff Report

On Tuesday, May 5, 
2026, citizens visited the 
polls to cast their votes 
in Brown County, Ohio’s 
2026 Primary Election. 
The reported total voter 
turnout for Brown Coun-
ty was 24.54 percent. 

The election results 
are listed below, courte-
sy of the Brown County 
Board of Election Office.

GOVERNOR AND 
LIEUTENANT GOV-
ERNOR

Republican
Heather Hill and Stu-

art Moats (Withdrew): 
307

Casey Putsch and 
Kimberly C. Georgeton: 
1,420

Vivek Ramaswamy 
and Robert A. McColley: 
3,740

Democratic
Amy Acton and David 

Pepper: 1,089
Libertarian
Don Kissick and James 

L. Mills: 29
Write-in: 3
-
ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL
Republican
Keith Faber: 4,804
Democratic
Elliot Forhan: 484
John J. Kulewicz: 532
-
AUDITOR OF 

STATE
Republican
Frank LaRose: 4,884
Democratic
Annette Blackwell: 

1,022
Libertarian
Write-in: 2
-
SECRETARY OF 

STATE
Republican
Robert Sprague: 2,759
Marcell Strbich: 2,175
Democratic
Bryan Hambley: 325
Allison Russo: 742
Libertarian
Tom Pruss: 28
-
TREASURER OF 

STATE
Republican
Jay Edwards: 2,225

Kristina D. Roegner: 
2,667

Democratic
Seth Walsh: 1,028
-
JUSTICE OF THE 

SUPREME COURT
Republican
Daniel R. Hawkins: 

4,748
Democratic
Marilyn Zayas: 1,034
-
JUSTICE OF THE 

SUPREME COURT
Republican
Andrew King: 2,281
Colleen O’Donnell: 

1,011
Ronald Lewis: 837
Jill Lanzinger: 640
Democratic
Jennifer Brunner: 

1,047
-
U.S. SENATOR
Republican
Jon Husted: 4,841
Democratic
Sherrod Brown: 976
Ron Kincaid: 156
Libertarian
William B. Redpath: 19
-
REPRESENTATIVE 

TO CONGRESS, 2ND 
DISTRICT

Republican
David J. Taylor: 4,289
Bob Carr: 969
Democratic
Jen Mazzuckelli: 555
Todd Wilson: 505
-
STATE REPRESEN-

TATIVE, 63RD DIS-
TRICT

Republican
Adam C. Bird: 3,206
Democratic
Debbie Davidson: 677
-
STATE REPRESEN-

TATIVE, 90TH DIS-
TRICT

Republican
Justin Pizzulli: 1,625
Democratic
Collin Docterman: 349
-
MEMBER OF STATE 

CENTRAL COMMIT-
TEE, MAN, 14TH DIS-
TRICT

Republican
Greg Lang: 1,988
Joe Uecker: 1,411
Chris Hicks: 955

Josh Barnes: 649
Democratic
Brendam Fraiser: 562
Johnny A. Bohrer: 477
-
MEMBER OF STATE 

CENTRAL COMMIT-
TEE, WOMAN, 14TH 
DISTRICT

Republican
Gloria Kirker: 4,646
Democratic
Alicia Gee: 527
-
JUDGE OF THE 

COURT OF APPEALS, 
12TH DISTRICT

Republican
Matthew Byrne: 4,631
-
JUDGE OF THE 

COURT OF APPEALS, 
12TH DISTRICT

Republican
Robert A. Hendrick-

son: 4,600
-
JUDGE OF THE 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS, GENERAL 
DIVISION

Republican
Zac Corbin: 5,048
-
JUDGE OF THE 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS, PROBATE 
DIVISION

Republican
Val E. Lewis II: 4,893
-
COUNTY COMMIS-

SIONER
Republican
Frank Fussnecker: 

3,790
Paul H. Riley, Sr.: 

1,462
Greg Lang: 201
Zach Thatcher: 159
-
COUNTY AUDITOR
Republican
Jill Hall: 4,911
-
CORONER
Democratic
Steven A. Battaglia: 

991
-
MEMBER OF COUN-

TY CENTRAL, BYRD 
TOWNSHIP

Republican
Randie Louis 

Bolender: 73


