
By Wade Linville

Gabriel Duran-Padilla, 41, of Fay-
etteville, has been sentenced to a total 
aggregate sentence of 35 to 38.5 years 
in prison for child sex crimes.

On May 22, 2025, a 54-count indict-
ment was filed against Duran-Padilla in 
case number 20252060. The indictment 
charged Duran-Padilla with counts 
1 through 20, Illegal Use of Minor or 
Impaired Person in Nudity-Oriented 
Material or Performance, felonies of 
the second degree; counts 21 through 
40, Endangering Children, felonies of 
the second degree; counts 41 through 
53, Rape, felonies of the first degree; 
and count 54, Gross Sexual Imposition, 
a felony of the third degree. On March 
23, Duran-Padilla entered a plea of 
guilty to counts 1 through 4 and counts 
41 and 42 before Brown County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Scott T. Gusweiler.

On that same day, Judge Gusweiler 
sentenced Duran-Padilla, as it relates 
to count 1, to an indefinite prison term 
of 7 to 10.5 years in the Ohio Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation and Correction; 
as it relates to count 2, to 7 years in the 
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction; as it relates to count 3, 7 
years in the Ohio Department of Reha-
bilitation and Corrections; as it relates 
to count 4, 6 years in the Ohio Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation and Correc-
tions; as it relates to count 41, 4 years 
in the Ohio Department of Rehabilita-

tion and Correction; and as it relates to 
count 42, 4 years in the Ohio Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation and Correction; 
all to be served consecutively for a total 
aggregate sentence of 35 to 38.5 years.

In addition, Duran-Padilla is now 
classified as a Tier III Sex Offender. 
Duran-Padilla was notified that post 
release control is mandatory in this 
case for 5 years, and was also notified 
that conviction may have the conse-
quences of deportation, exclusion from 
admission to the United States, or 
denial of naturalization. All additional 
counts were dismissed.
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MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Adams County Courts release March report
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

WEST UNION, Ohio — The 
Adams County Common Courts 
of Common Pleas recently 
released its report for the month 
of March.

According to the report, last 
month, Adams County had 19 
felony arraignments, seven felony 
sentencings, and no felony trials.

David Goodmote, 47, was sen-
tenced on Friday, March 6. The 
sentencing occurred after Good-
mote failed his treatment in lieu 
of conviction, having previously 
entered a guilty plea to the charge 
of aggravated possession of drugs 

in the fifth degree.
Goodmote was sentenced to 10 

months in the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitations and Correc-
tions.

Brian Moser, 23, was sen-
tenced on Tuesday, March 24 
after changing his not guilty plea 
to guilty. Moser, also known as 
Terry Smith III, plead guilty to 
involuntary manslaughter in the 
first degree, as well as two counts 
of child endangerment in the 
third degree.

Moser was sentenced to the 
maximum prison term allowable 
by law. Under the Reagan Tokes 
Law, Moser’s prison term is indef-

inite between 17 to 22 and a half 
years in the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitations and Corrections. 
Moser was also fined $2,000.

Richard Boyd, 41, was sen-
tenced on Wednesday, March 25 
after pleading guilty to engag-
ing in a pattern of corrupt activ-
ity, which is a felony in the first 
degree.

His sentence was revealed to 
be indefinite with a prison term 
of between eight and 12 years in 
the Ohio Department of Reha-
bilitations and Corrections. Fur-
ther, Boyd has been required to 
pay restitution in the amount of 
$3809.27.

Courtesy of the Adams County Sheriff’s Office
Brian Moser.

Gabriel Duran-Padilla 
sentenced to 35 to
38.5 years in prison

Gabriel Duran-Padilla

BCSO releases first 
quarter highlights
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

BROOKSVILLE — 
The Bracken County 
Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) 
released its first 2026 
quarter highlights.

According to Bracken 
County Sheriff Robert 
A. Boody III, the BCSO 
“continued to serve and 
protect,” the community, 
“with limited resources 
and a small number of 
deputies and support 
personnel.”

He noted that the office 
remained firmly commit-
ted to public safety every 
day.

Through the first three 
months of 2026, there 
were “1,695 dispatch-
documented BCSO 
activities and respons-
es, 81 official reports 
taken, 19 total arrests 
made, including: six war-
rant arrests, 13 other 
criminal arrests (DUIs, 
assaults, fleeing/eluding, 
theft, EPO violations and 
more) and 17 additional 
citations issued for vari-
ous violations,” Boody 
reported.

For traffic and public 
safety, the BCSO inves-
tigated 36 vehicle col-

lisions, conducted 42 
traffic stops, completed 
numerous area checks, 
business checks and 
traffic hazard responses 
while also performing 
more than 125 vehicle 
inspections.

In the area of commu-
nity and family focus, 
Boody stated that both 
abuse cases and domes-
tic violence cases were 
handled with diligence 
and care.

“Juvenile cases prop-
erly investigated and 
referred to appropriate 
agencies, “said Boody. 
“Two school resource 
officers (SROs) sup-
ported safety in our local 
schools each day. Over 
200 civil papers and sum-
mons served. Approxi-
mately 25 CCDW per-
mits processed.”

For court security 
operations, Boody stat-
ed, “Our court security 
personnel worked daily 
to ensure the safety 
of judges, court staff, 
jurors, defendants and 
the public. Duties includ-
ed courthouse secu-
rity, prisoner transport, 
courtroom operations 
and maintaining order 

during court proceed-
ings, an essential and 
critical responsibility of 
the Sheriff’s Office.”

He further noted that 
deputies and personnel 
with the BCSO respond-
ed to overdoses, citizen 
contacts, EMS assists, 
suspicious person calls, 
animal complaints and 
death investigations. 
Boody stated that those 
individuals were often 
times serving as a “first 
point of assistance” in 
what he described as 
life-changing or stressful 
moments.

“In addition, multiple 
community requests and 
inquiries were handled 
daily related to civil mat-
ters and legal processes,” 
Boody stated. “All of 
this was accomplished 
by a small team serving 
the community day and 
night. I am proud of the 
dedication, profession-
alism and work ethic of 
our personnel. They con-
tinue to demonstrate that 
commitment, teamwork 
and community support 
matter more than any-
thing else. Thank you for 
supporting your Sheriff’s 
Office.”

Friday night market!

Lauren Tatman/The Ledger Independent
The Maysville Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-cutting for the opening of the Friday Night Market (a market featuring local vendors) hosted by the Purple Llama in downtown Maysville. Several 
people stood behind the ribbon watching as it was cut.


