
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

On Friday, March 20, the Prima-
ryPlus Family Medicine Residen-
cy Program announced that four 
new residents have matched with 
the organization.

“Congratulations to all of the 
medical students who matched 
today — and a special welcome 
to the future physicians who will 
soon be joining our program,” 
stated PrimaryPlus representa-
tives. “We are proud to have you 
as part of our team and look for-
ward to supporting you through-
out your residency journey.”

They continued, “Your dedica-
tion, hard work, and passion for 
patient care have brought you to 
this moment, and we can’t wait to 
see the impact you will make in 
our community.”

The individuals who matched 
with the PrimaryPlus Family Med-
icine Residency Program are Zara 

Ashraf, MD; Megan Curtis, MD; 
Jeremy Croffie, MD; and Liseth 
Romero, MD.

Mason County Judge-Executive 
Owen McNeill remarked that the 
residents will spend the next three 
years of their training at Prima-
ryPlus’s McDonald Parkway loca-
tion.

“These students will join our 
last two years of physicians in 
training as we bolster our avail-
ability of healthcare providers 
here in Mason County,” said 
McNeill. “Primary Plus Maysville 
is the country’s only physician res-
idency program partnered with a 
Federally Qualified Health Center 
of FWHC, a feat in and of itself.”

The PrimaryPlus Family Medi-
cine Residency Program was 
announced in February 2023 and 
officially launched on July 1, 2024.

A ribbon cutting for the loca-
tion was held in November 2024 
with Governor Andy Beshear in 
attendance. At the event, Beshear 
noted that this program is the only 
rural health care residency pro-
gram that is not affiliated with a 
major university.

“That means Maysville and 
Mason County is doing something 
no one else in Kentucky have done 
in expanding healthcare to your 
people,” proclaimed Beshear.
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MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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MCSO seeking public assistance with reported 
theft; MFD responds to a fire downtown
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

Assistance from the public is being 
sought by the Mason County Sheriff’s 
Office (MCSO) to help identify the 
owner of a truck that was allegedly 
involved in a theft.

“On Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 
approximately 1:20 p.m., a single-axle 
trailer was stolen from a garage located 
at the corner of Helena Road and US 
68,” said MCSO. “The trailer was load-
ed with debris at the time of the inci-
dent.”

It further noted that the vehicle 
belonging to the suspect does not 

appear to be in its original color but has 
been repainted.

“It may have a white stripe running 
down the hood and noticeable damage, 
including a dent above the rear driver 
side-wheel,” MCSO stated. “The vehi-
cle was observed in the May’s Lick area 
between approximately 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m. and was last seen traveling on US 
68 toward Fleming County.”

The MCSO encouraged anyone to 
contact them at (606) 564-3309 or to 
send an anonymous text to MPD212 
if they have information regarding the 
vehicle, surveillance footage or even 
knowledge of the operator or owner of 

the vehicle.
“Deputy J. Wagner is working the 

investigation,” said MCSO. “All infor-
mation is appreciated. Thank you for 
your assistance.”

—
In additional news from the week-

end, the Maysville Fire Department 
(MFD) responded to a fire in downtown 
Maysville early Saturday morning.

“At approximately 3:45 a.m. this 
morning, the Maysville Fire Depart-
ment responded to a reported struc-
ture fire on the hillside of West Second 
Street,” said MFD. “Upon arrival, Shift 
1 crews found a three-story residence 

with a room and contents fire on the 
second floor.”

It noted that firefighters took quick, 
aggressive action, saving the structure 
and preventing the fire from spreading 
further in the home.

“We want to extend our appreciation 
to all Shift 1 personnel for their out-
standing work on scene, as well as the 
off-duty MFD members who responded 
to assist,” MFD stated. “A special thank 
you also goes out to Maysville Dispatch 
and the Maysville Police Department for 
their continued teamwork and support 
we truly value the strong partnership 
we share in serving our community.”

MPD warns public 
of DMV text scam
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

The Maysville Police Department (MPD) recently 
issued a warning to citizens about a text scam that is 
circulating locally.

According to the MPD, many local individuals have 
recently reported receiving text messages from an 
unknown number claiming to be with the Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV). These texts claim that the 
recipient has infractions on their driving record and 
insist that they send a payment to rectify the matter.

The MPD expressed that although some of these mes-
sages may include the individual’s license plate number, 
they should remain vigilant and should “not engage or 
otherwise respond.”

“Please also share this information with your family, 
friends, and neighbors who are not on social media,” 
concluded MPD representatives.

Two sentenced 
to prison time
Ripley Bee Staff Report

On August 21, 2025, a two-count indictment was filed 
against Aaron M. Williams, 32, of Sardinia, including 
count one, aggravated trafficking in drugs (methamphet-
amine), a felony of the second degree; and count two, 
aggravated possession of drugs (methamphetamine), 
a felony of the second degree. On March 3, Williams 
entered a plea of guilty to count two before Brown Coun-
ty Common Pleas Judge Scott T. Gusweiler.

On that same date, Judge Gusweiler sentenced Wil-
liams to an indefinite mandatory prison term of a mini-
mum of five years and a maximum of 7.5 years in the 
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, to be 
served concurrently with the sentence imposed in case 
number 20242024. Count two was dismissed and Wil-
liams was also notified that post-release control is man-
datory in this case for 18 months to three years.

On Jan. 23, a two-count indictment was filed against 
Thomas Lee Bruton, 53, of Ripley, including count one, 
domestic violence, a felony of the third degree; and count 
two, abduction, a felony of the third degree. On March 
3, Bruton entered a plea of guilty to count one before 
Brown County Common Pleas Judge Scott T. Gusweiler.

On that same date, Judge Gusweiler sentenced Bruton 
to 18 months in the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation 
and Correction. Count two was dismissed and Bruton 
was also notified that post-release control is mandatory 
in this case for one to three years.

Sunset on the river

Hayley Adkins/The Ledger Independent
A sunset falls behind the hills along the Ohio River on the first day of spring.

PrimaryPlus Residency program 
welcomes four new MDs


