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In an era of deepfakes and social media misinformation, 
a local newspaper is a “Safe Harbor.”

• “Your message belongs next to trusted local 
reporting, not buried between random memes and 

unverified claims.”
• 70%+ of people trust their local newspaper more than 

any other medium.

Contact us today for your trusted Access to the Decider. 
Don’t just run, lead the conversation.
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info@theledgerindependent.com

Go to: www.tireworldonline.net

Full Service Tire & AutoSHOP FOR TIRES – COMMERCIAL RETREADING 
FARM TIRES – AUTO REPAIRS

606-759-5302
Go to: Go to: Go to: Go to: Go to: Go to: www.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.net

Full Service Tire & Auto

Go to: Go to: Go to: www.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.netwww.tireworldonline.net

shop for tires - CommerCial tires
farm tires - auto repairs

Why fear?
Van Yandell

Joshua 1:9: “Have I 
not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous. 
Do not be frightened, and 
do not be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go”.

Some men fear death! 
Some fear life. Some fear 
other men while others 
fear pain and many fear 
uncertainty. Fear of dis-
ease or fear of poverty 
may be the summit of the 
fears of many and fear of 
the future may bring oth-
ers to tremble.

Some jump out of air-
planes; others face wild 
animals or poisonous 
snakes. Why do some 
appear to have no fear 
while others allow their 
fears to destroy their 
lives? Why will some 
engage in a business ven-
ture while many are con-
tent to work for another 
in the safe haven of a 
weekly paycheck?

These questions are 
impossible to answer 
because every person has 
a thinking mind, different 
experiences and separate 
ancestral proclivities.

Are some fears com-
mon sense? Of course! In 
the early 2020’s we feared 

Covid. We took precau-
tions to keep from con-
tracting the virus. Cer-
tain actions are engaged 
in to alleviate our fears 
while others are out of 
our control.

Many in the world 
today fear cancer. That of 
course is somewhat justi-
fi ed. We can take precau-
tions to quell that fear 
with a sensible diet, an 
active lifestyle and hav-
ing the right ancestors. 
That ancestral choice is 
not ours to make but we 
know from observation, 
family history seems to 
be a link.

Guilt can lead to a state 
of fear. Guilt is said to 
be the most wasted emo-
tion. For the believer in a 
crucifi ed and resurrected 
Christ Jesus, sins are for-
given.

1 John 1:9 says, “If we 
confess our sins, God is 
faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteous-
ness.” To fear the afterlife 
is unnecessary because of 
this absolute promise of 
our Creator.

In the 23rd Psalm verse 
4, David wrote “Yea, 
though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no 

evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.” The pres-
ence of God in David’s 
life prevented fear. Isaiah 
41:10 says, “Fear not, 
for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your 
God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righ-
teous right hand.”

We have scriptural 
assurance of the unwar-
ranted feeling of fear. 
God gave us a mind to 
analyze the sources of our 
fears and eliminate them.

If any character in the 
Holy Bible had a reason 
to fear it was the Apos-
tle Paul. In spite of his 
certain future of physi-
cal pain administered 
by those opposing the 
teaching of the Gospel of 
Christ, Paul trudged on 
with his God given pur-
pose.

2 Corinthians 11:24-
26 says, “Of the Jews 
fi ve times received I 
forty stripes save one. 
Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned, 
thrice I suffered ship-
wreck, a night and a day 
I have been in the deep. 
In journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils 
of robbers, in perils by 

mine own countrymen, in 
perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in per-
ils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren.”

Paul’s body must have 
been a mass of scar tissue 
having been fl ogged fi ve 
times. Because of Paul’s 
encounter with Jesus 
on the Damascus Road 
(Acts 9:3-6), he was of a 
certainty of the reality of 
salvation through Christ 
Jesus.

Paul had no doubts 
of the reality of Christ’s 
divinity and His power. 
Can we have that assur-
ance? Of course we can 
through faith. Faith is a 
belief system and among 
our greatest gifts from 
God.

Many of us have found 
our greatest weapon 
against fear is prayer. 
When we encounter 
those (many times super-
fl uous), reasons for fear, 
prayer is constantly avail-
able. God never hides or 
sleeps!

Over fi ve billion people 
in our world have not 
found the solace of life 
offered by Christ Jesus. 
Did Jesus fear? Luke 
22:44 says, “And being in 
an agony he prayed more 

earnestly: and his sweat 
was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to 
the ground.” The man 
Jesus knew fear because 
of His immediate future 
(Hebrews 5:7).

He could have called 
twelve legions of angels 
(Matthew 26:53) and 
stopped His inevitable 
future, but He did not. He 
went, voluntarily, sacrifi -
cially to the cross for the 
sin of all mankind.

We do not face cruci-
fi xion as did Jesus. We 
do not face the fl ogging 
whip as did Paul. Our 
fears seem miniscule in 
comparison.

If one’s greatest fear is 
death or the process of 
dying, consider the depth 
and promise of Revela-
tion 21:4. “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, nei-
ther sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former 
things are passed away.”

We have the promise 
of God written by the 
Apostle John. That place 
called Heaven awaits the 
believer in Christ Jesus 
(John 14:1-3).

It surely appears many 
Christians fear greatly 

the command of Jesus 
before ascending (Acts 
1:8-9) and that is to tell 
others about Him. With 
our world eroding further 
into chaos as we watch, 
the only solution for sur-
vival beyond total anar-
chy is our Jesus.

We must not have fear 
of our verbal witness of 
the teachings of the Holy 
Bible, God’s word. Mat-
thew 28 20 says, “Teach-
ing them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the 
world.” We are not alone!

The Bible teaches there 
is only one eternal salva-
tion. That is by a faith-
based belief (Ephesians 
2:8) that Christ Jesus 
was crucifi ed (Matthew 
27:35) for the remission 
of sin (Romans 4:25), res-
urrected (Matthew 28:6) 
and ascended alive into 
Heaven (Acts 1:9).

Van Yandell is a retired 
Industrial Arts teacher, 
an ordained gospel evan-
gelist and missionary. 
His email is vmy3451@
gmail.com

2026-2027 Kentucky � shing and hunting licenses available
New license year for outdoor recreation in Kentucky begins March 1
Submitted by Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(Feb. 27, 2026) — The 
2026-2027 Kentucky 
license year for fi shing, 
hunting, boating and 
more begins on Sunday, 
March 1, 2026. Outdoor 
enthusiasts are able to 
purchase all the licenses, 
tags and permits they 
need to enjoy Kentucky’s 
outdoors through the end 
of February 2027.

Licenses and permits 

are sold online through 
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resource’s License Sales 
portal and the My Profi le 
app, both searchable on 
the department’s website 
at fw.ky.gov. Licenses and 
permits also are sold at 
agent locations across 
the state. A list of license 
agent locations by county 
is available on the depart-
ment’s website.

The 2026-2027 license 
and permit fees will 

remain the same as the 
current license year end-
ing Saturday, Feb. 28, 
2026. License and per-
mit fees for the 2025-
2026 license year were 
increased slightly across 
the board in January 2026 
following a new, infl ation-
based pricing system 
measured on the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI), 
the national measure of 
infl ation calculated by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. The Federal Duck 

Stamp and application 
fees were exempt from 
CPI adjustments.

In Kentucky, a license 
covers basic hunting or 
fi shing for many species, 
whereas additional state 
permits are required 
when pursuing specifi c 
species, such as fi shing 
for trout or hunting for 
migratory birds, deer, 
wild turkey or black bear. 
Sportsmen’s-type licenses 
include multiple species 
permits as well as basic 

hunting and fi shing privi-
leges.

For newcomers to all 
the great outdoor oppor-
tunities that Kentucky 
has to offer, a reduced-
cost sportsman’s license 
is now available for resi-
dent fi rst-time buyers. 
Only individuals who 
have not purchased an 
annual Kentucky hunt-
ing or fi shing license – 
or a combination license 
that includes an annual 
license — since 1996 are 
eligible. The $37 license 
includes a resident hunt-
ing and fi shing license, 
spring turkey permit, fall 
turkey permit, trout per-
mit, state migratory bird 
and waterfowl permit and 
statewide deer permit.

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife provides a num-
ber of resources to assist 
avid outdoor enthusiasts 
and newcomers alike with 
information on waterbod-
ies, public lands, fi shing 
and hunting education 
and all the regulations to 
help anglers and hunters 
make the most of their 
time outdoors via its web-
site and the hunting and 
fi shing guides it produces 
annually. This includes 
the new Fishing and 
Boating Guide available 

online and in print.
Another great resource 

is the Fish Boat KY app. 
Available free from the 
Apple App Store and 
Google Play, the app 
helps anglers fi nd water-
bodies, boat ramps and 
other water access from 
the palm of their hand. 
Users can also search by 
species of fi sh, store cop-
ies of their licenses, and 
much more using the 
smartphone app.

The department 
receives its primary 
funding through revenue 
raised by the sale of hunt-
ing and fi shing licenses 
and permits, as well as 
federal excise taxes gen-
erated by the sale of rec-
reational fi rearms and 
ammunition, archery 
gear and fi shing equip-
ment.

For questions, the 
public may refer to the 
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life Licenses webpage or 
type “Licenses” into the 
search bar on the agency 
website (fw.ky.gov), or 
contact the Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife Information 
Center at 800-858-1549 
or at info.center@ky.gov, 
weekdays 8 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. (Eastern), except 
holidays.


