
discuss the partnership between the 
FCCLA and Claire Estill McHugh, and 
to explain what the students are doing 
to combat these issues.

“Our students are going to chal-
lenge you today to join their fight and 
join in with them to be a little bit more 
informed and be a change in our com-
munity,” stated Roberts.

Students in attendance included 
Jayden Hesler, Ta’Kiyah Evans, Arian 
Orme, Kayleona Bush, Maddy Stanfield 
and Victoria Flowers. Each student took 
turns speaking at the podium.

The first student expressed their con-
cern about the rapid growth of human 
trafficking in Kentucky, as well as the 
exploitation of children, which has been 
aided by technological development.

Other students explained that sextor-
tion occurs when an individual threat-
ens to share another individual’s “per-
sonal” photos.

“We conducted interviews with profes-
sionals within our community to learn 
more information and to gather data 
from representatives from the Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office, Maysville 
Police Department, CrossPoint Com-
munity Church and the Buffalo Trace 
Children’s Advocacy Center to conduct 
research,” stated one student.

“Some of the data that we’ve gathered 
is, in 2024, there were almost 12,000 
cases of sextortion reports. There was 
also about 17 percent of victims who 
were aged 12 and under when they 
experienced sextortion,” another stu-
dent stated. “In 2024, the National Cen-

ter for Exploited and Missing Children 
had received 456,000 reports of sextor-
tion in a year.”

The students noted that adolescent 
boys aged 14 through 17 are the prima-
ry targets of sextortion.

A student then told Rotarians that the 
FCCLA’s goal is to visit 11 local hotels, 
as well as restaurants, police stations 
and gas stations, in order to advocate 
for their campaign and educate commu-
nity members on how to spot signs of 
human trafficking and sextortion.

The students reported that they have 
already partnered with CrossPoint Com-
munity Church’s Saving Our Adoles-
cents from Prostitution (SOAP) project 
in an effort to help trafficked victims. As 
part of this project, the National Human 
Trafficking hotline is printed on hotel 
soaps and makeup wipes and distrib-
uted to local hotels for place in rooms.

Roberts stated that when the group 
visits hotels to distribute these prod-
ucts, they bring missing children post-
ers with them. She further expressed 
that it is “eye-opening” to see the hotel 
employees recognize the faces on the 
posters.

FCCLA students have also created 
awareness stickers to place in public 
locations.

They then described the case of 
17-year-old Gavin Guffey, who was a 
victim of sextortion.

According to Roberts, Guffey was an 
adolescent whose father was running 
for office. He was sent a suggestive 
photo online by someone he thought 
was a teenage girl who lived nearby. 
The sender then asked Guffey to send 
a picture of himself. After doing so, the 
sender revealed himself to be a 24-year-
old Nigerian man, who then told Guffey 

that he would send the photo to Guffey’s 
family and friends if he did not send 
money.

Roberts stated that Guffey died of a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound after send-
ing the man $500. After Guffey’s death, 
the man continued to attempt to extort 
money from Guffey’s family. Guffey’s 
father has since begun developing leg-
islation titled Gavin’s Law, which would 
make sextortion a felony offense in the 
state of South Carolina, which is where 
the incident occurred.

Roberts told Rotarians that this story 
helps represent why the FCCLA is rais-
ing awareness about this crime.

McHugh then stood to inform Rotar-
ians of her experiences as an attorney 
dealing with children and sextortion.

“I think, primarily, the issue that we 
have across the entire United States, 
really, is children are handed smart 
phones when they are six, seven, eight 
years old and the parents have no idea, 
absolutely no idea what these kids have 
access to,” expressed McHugh.

She noted that she has personally 
worked on several cases where crimes 
have been committed through Discord, 
a website and app where individuals can 
access a chat feature to speak to others. 

McHugh then shared some statistics 
that were made available by Attorney 
General Russell Coleman.

“Nearly two thirds of children, ages 
nine to 12, play games on Roblox. Age 
six can create an account without the 
consent of a parent,” she expressed.

She noted that Roblox also includes a 
chat feature, which predators could use 
to contact children.

McHugh explained that trafficking 
cases often begin with grooming. A 
predator may contact a child and offer 

to be their friend. Once they feel they 
have made a connection with the child, 
they attempt to isolate them. Once iso-
lation occurs, predators often escalate 
conversations by discussing sexual top-
ics and attempting to coerce them into 
sending inappropriate photos.

McHugh noted that there is a groom-
ing law currently being proposed and 
urged Rotarians to contact their legisla-
tors to express their support.

“Here’s the takeaway,” she stated. 
“Your kids, your grand kids, whomever 
you know under the age of 18, they’re 
being exposed to violence, profanity, 
adult content, drugs, alcohol. They’re 
being exposed to predatory adults and 
even older teens. There’s issue with 
them not knowing and parents not 
knowing about location data being pub-
lic information and privacy concerns 
about information being shared.

“There’s addiction and mental health 
issues that are starting way earlier than 
we’ve ever seen, and there’s also expo-
sure to abusive behavior or bullying 
amongst themselves. This is a lot of 
what we’re seeing. It’s real, it happens 
here and it happens everywhere. If you 
are a parent or a grandparent, it’s still 
appropriate to have these conversa-
tions.”

To encourage safer online engage-
ment, McHugh suggested turning off 
chat and location features, which will 
limit sharing of personal information. 
She emphasized the importance of 
enabling parental controls whenever 
they are available. Issuing time limits 
can also be helpful, as well as supervis-
ing usage of apps and websites.

“Talk about how to handle the red 
flags or suspicious behavior,” McHugh 
concluded.

FRIDAY, FEB. 27
KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS FISH FRY 
— 5-7 p.m., 210 East 
Third Street. Open to 
everyone.

-
TUESDAY, MARCH 3
OWL MEETING — 

5:30 p.m., Pasquales.
MASON COUNTY 

CAIP/YAIP INFORMA-
TIONAL MEETING — 
Noon and 6 p.m. Mason 
County Extension Office.

-
W E D N E S D A Y , 

MARCH 4
READ ACROSS 

AMERICA PARENT’S 
NIGHT — 5:30 p.m., at 
the Flemingsburg Ele-
mentary School, in col-
laboration with FRYSC.

F L EM I N G S BU RG -
FLEMING COUNTY 
INDUSTRIAL DEVEL-
OPMENT AUTHORITY 
MEETING — 8:30 a.m., 
Fleming-Mason Energy 
Meeting Room.

-
THURSDAY, MARCH 

5
TRI-COUNTY DEM-

OCRATIC WOMEN’S 
CLUB MEETING — 5:30 
p.m. at the Mason County 
Public Library.

-
FRIDAY, MARCH 6
KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS FISH FRY 
— 5-7 p.m., 210 East 
Third Street. Open to 
everyone.

-
SATURDAY, MARCH 

7
LEWISBURG VOL. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
FISH FRY — 4-7 p.m., 
dine-in and takeout, $20, 
meal to include eight oz. 
cod fish sandwich, fried 
shrimp, hush puppies, 
french fries, onion rings, 
green beans, mac and 
cheese, baked beans, corn 

salad, potato salad, cole-
slaw, choice of dessert 
and choice of drink, extra 
sandwich is $10, cash, 
cards and checks accept-
ed and donations appreci-
ated, 6045 KY Highway 
#3170, Maysville, KY 
41056.

-
TUESDAY, MARCH 

10
MEET AND GREET 

WITH JUDGE-EXEC-
UTIVE CANDIDATE 
PEGGY FRAME — 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at Kenton 
Stories with Spirit locat-
ed at 11 W 2nd Street.

-
W E D N E S D A Y , 

MARCH 11
M A N C H E S T E R 

LOCAL SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT BOARD MEET-
ING — 6:30 p.m., Man-
chester High School.

-
FRIDAY, MARCH 13
MAY’S LICK VOLUN-

TEER FIRE DEPART-
MENT FISH FRY — 4 to 
7 p.m.

-
SATURDAY, MARCH 

15
ST. AUGUSTINE 

CHURCH BINGO 
SOCIAL — 1 to 5 p.m., 
on the church grounds 
at the new parrish hall, 
bingo, pull tabs, split the 
pot raffle, snacks and 
drinks provided, entry 
fee $10, additional bingo 
cards optional, must be 
18 and over to partici-
pate, meal provided after 
bingo social for players, 
proceeds to benefit the 
St. Augustine Church 
benevolent fund and 
weather permitting.

-
TUESDAY, MARCH 

17
KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS ANNUAL 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

CASH RAFFLE — For 
tickets or more details, 
contact Victor McKay at 
606-584-0449.

-
FRIDAY, MARCH 20
KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS FISH FRY 
— 5-7 p.m., 210 East 
Third Street. Open to 
everyone.

-
FRIDAY, MARCH 27
KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS FISH FRY 
— 5-7 p.m., 210 East 
Third Street. Open to 
everyone.

-
SATURDAY, MARCH 

28
LEWSIBURG VOL. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
— all you can eat, 6:30 
a.m. to 10 a.m., dine-ine 
or takeout, pancakes, 
biscuits and gravy, scram-
bled eggs, bacon, fried 
bologna, sausage pat-
ties, sausage links, hash-
browns, coffee, juice, milk 
and more, $15 each, cash, 
cards and check accepted 
and donations appreci-
ated, 6045 KY Highway 
$3170 Maysville, KY 
41056.

-
THURSDAY, APRIL 2
TRI-COUNTY DEM-

OCRATIC WOMEN’S 
CLUB MEETING — 5:30 
p.m. at the Mason County 
Public Library.

-
THURSDAY, MAY 7
TRI-COUNTY DEM-

OCRATIC WOMEN’S 
CLUB MEETING — 5:30 
p.m. at the Mason County 
Public Library.

-
THURSDAY, JUNE 4
TRI-COUNTY DEM-

OCRATIC WOMEN’S 
CLUB MEETING — 5:30 
p.m. at the Mason County 
Public Library.

-
THURSDAY, JULY 2
TRI-COUNTY DEM-

OCRATIC WOMEN’S 
CLUB MEETING — 5:30 
p.m. at the Mason County 
Public Library.

-
MISC.
ABERDEEN COUNCIL 

— 6:30 p.m., third Thurs-
day of the month, council 
room, Aberdeen, Ohio.

ALL THINGS 
MAYSVILLE — Every 
Tuesday, 1-2:30 p.m., Ron 
Bailey. Kentucky Gateway 
Museum Center.

ALZHEIMER SUP-
PORT GROUP — 5:30 
p.m., St. Paul Trinity 
Apartments, 665 Kenton 
Station Road, Maysville.

AUGUSTA LODGE 
NO. 80 F&AM — First 
Saturday of each month, 
7:30 p.m., at the lodge, 
128 Main Street, Second 
Floor, Augusta.

AUGUSTA CITY 
COUNCIL — 6:30 p.m., 
third Wednesday of each 
month.

ALCOHOLICS ANON-
YMOUS:

— AA, 7:30-8:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Germantown 
Community Center.

— AL-ANON, 10:30 
a.m., Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, 26 West 
Third Street, Maysville.

— AL-ANON, 7 p.m., 
Thursdays, New Creation 
Praise and Worship Cen-
ter, 1431 Helena Road in 
Flemingsburg, call Wilma 
606-798-5555.

— New Beginnings 
Group, Thursdays, 7-8 
p.m., Hunter House 
31 East Third Street, 
Maysville.

— West Union, Tues-
days and Fridays, Catho-
lic Church, 612 Mulberry 
Street, 7:30 p.m.

— Nobody’s Fault but 
Mine group, Wednesdays, 

7 p.m., Manchester, Ohio, 
Pike and Fifth Street, 
Community Building.

— West Union, Sun-
days, 10 a.m., The Coun-
seling Center Group 
Room, Adams Lake, 829 
E. Walnut Street.

— Ripley’s Miracles, 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., Beebe 
Chapel, 438 Main Street, 
Ripley, Ohio. limited seat-
ing.

AAUW (AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNI-
VERSITY WOMEN — 
Fourth Tuesday at 6 p.m., 
locations announced 
monthly.

BRACKEN COUNTY 
FISCAL COURT — 10 
a.m., second and fourth 
Wednesday every month.

BROWN COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPART-
MENT — HIV/Hep. C 
test, second Thursday 
each month, appointment 
needed; Diabetes support 
group, 6:30 p.m., second 
Thursday of each month, 
Georgetown Church of 
Christ.

CANCER CARE CLUB 
BINGO — Every Friday 
night, doors open at 5 
p.m., and play begins at 7 
p.m., Double S Entertain-
ment Center, Flemings-
burg.

CANCER FIGHTERS 
UNITED — First Thurs-
day, 5:30 p.m., resource 
room open, 6:30 p.m., 
meeting. For families, 
friends and cancer sur-
vivors, support group, 
at Highland Christian 
Church. Call 606- 564-
0577 or 606- 375-2511 for 
information.

CONCERNED CITI-
ZENS’ COALITION 
— Fourth Tuesday each 

month, 6:30 p.m., Hunter 
Hall, 31 Third Street.

CONVERSATIONAL 
SPANISH AND ENG-
LISH AS A 2ND LAN-
GUAGE — Every Thurs-
day, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
all ages welcome, free, 
Fleming County Public 
Library.

DAV — For transporta-
tion to Veterans Admin-
istration Medical Center 
in Lexington, call local 
859-285-8355 or the DAV 
in Lexington, Bob Arrow-
wood at 859-227-3844, 
you must give Lexington 
48 hour notice.

DEKALB LODGE 
INDEPENDENT ORDER 
OF ODD FELLOWS — 
Every Tuesday, 7 p.m. at 
the lodge on Tucker Drive.

FLEMING COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY — 
Lego Club, first Wednes-
day of each month, 4 p.m. 
All ages. No Lego Club in 
January.

FLEMING COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY — 
Get Hooked on Crochet, 
every Wednesday at 4:30 
p.m. All ages welcome. 
Free class taught by Deb-
bie Edmond. Learn and 
relearn the basics of cro-
chet. Bring own hook and 
yarn.

FLEMING COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY — 
Science in play2go, June 
14 through Sept. 13.

FLEMING COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY — 
Dulcimer lessons, every 
Tuesday from noon to 5 
p.m. and Thursdays from 
2-7 p.m. Free 30-minute 
lessons taught by Mary 
M. Open to all ages. Call 
606-845-7851 to get start-
ed.

Submitted by K. D. 
Barbour

Pastor K. D. Barbour 
and the Washington Mis-
sionary Baptist Church 
welcomes the commu-
nity to attend their Rev. 
C.H. and Fannie Williams 
Scholarship Benefit con-
cert.

The concert will take 
place on Saturday, March 
14 at 3 p.m., at Washing-
ton Missionary Baptist 
Church located at 504 
Clark St. in Maysville.

This concert, featuring 
Mario Webb and the New 

Covenant Choir from 
Lexington, Ky., is free to 
the public and all are wel-
come.

According to Barbour, 
scholarship applications 
are currently available at 
the Mason County High 
School and the Maysville 
Community and Techni-
cal College.

“The Rev. C.H. and 
Fannie Williams Schol-
arship is open to high 
school seniors, non-tradi-
tional students, and indi-
viduals seeking to return 
to school to further their 
education,” said Barbo-

ur. “Our goal is to sup-
port those who desire to 
advance academically and 
professionally, regardless 
of their stage in life.”

Barbour stated that last 
semester the church con-
gregation was blessed to 
award two scholarships.

“We are now actively 
working toward award-
ing scholarships for the 
upcoming fall school year 
and look forward to con-
tinuing this important 
investment in our com-
munity’s future,” conclud-
ed Barbour.
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leaving a comment.
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hours added to the above deadline.
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